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Su N DAx, September 6. 


ee ſome who were beginning to uſe their 
liberty as a cloak for licentiouſneſs, I enforced in 
the morning thoſe words of St. Paul, (worthy to be 
written in the heart of every believer,) + All things 
are lawful for me ; but all things are not expedient.” 
And in the evening that neceſſary advice of our Lord, 
That men ought always to pray and not to faint.“ 

Mond. J. I viſited a young man in St, Thomas's 
hoſpital, who in ſtrong pain, was praiſing God conti- 
nually, At the deſire of many of the patients, I ſpent 
a ſhort time with them, in exhortation and prayer. 0 
what a harveſt might there be, if any lover of ſouls, 
vhe has time upon his hands, would conſtantly attend 
theſe places of diſtreſs, and with tenderneſs and meek- 
nels of wiſdom, inſtru and exhort thoſe on whom 
God has laid his hands, to know and improve the day 
of their viſitation ! IE 7 5 

Wed. 9. I expounded in Greyhound-lane, White- 
chapel, part of the 107th Palm. And they did re- 
Joice whom the Lord had redeemed and delivered from 
the hand of the enemy.” | 

Sat. 12, I was greatly comforted by one, whom God 
had lifted up from the gates of death, and who was 
continually telling, with tears of joy, what God had 
done for his foul, Sunday 13. I met about two hun- 

A 2 | dred 
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dred perſons, with whom ſeverally I had talked the 


week before, at the French chapel in Hermitage, ſtreet, 

Wapping, where they gladly joined in the ſervice of 
the church: and particularly, in the Lord's-Supper, 
at which Mr. Hall aſſiſted. It was more than two 


years after this, that he began ſo vehemently to declaim 


againſt my brother and me, as © Bigots to the church, 
and thoſe carnal ordinances,” as he then loved to term 
them. | 1 | 


Frid. 18. I buried the only child of a tender parent, 


who having ſoon finiſhed her courſe, after a ſhort ſick- 
neſs went to Him her ſoul loved, in the fifteenth year 
of her age, | 
Sunday 20. I preached in Charles's-Square, Hoxton, 
on theſe ſolemn words, © This is life eternal, to know 
Thee, the only true Gop, and JEsus CurisrT whom 
thou haſt ſent,” 1 truſt, God bleſt his word. The 
{coffers itood abaſhed, and opened not their mouth, 

Monday 21, I et out, and the next evening, met 
my brother at Briſtol, with Mr. Jones of Fonmon 
Caſtle in Wales ; now convinced of the truth as it is in 
Jeſus, and labouring with his might to redeem the time 
he had loſt, to make his calling ſure, and to lay hold on 
eternal life. 

Thuriday 21. In the evening we went to Kingſwocd. 
The houſe was filled from end to end. And we conti- 
nued in miniſtermg the word of God, and in prayer 
and praiſe till the morning. 

Sunday 27. I expounded at Kingſwood, (morning 
Ind atteracon] at Briitol, and at Baptiſt-Mills, the met- 
ſage of God to the church of Epheſus; particularly, 
that way of recovering our firſt love, which God 
hath preſcribed, and not man: Remember from 
whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the firſt 
works” | | 

Tueſday 29. I was preſt to viſit Nicholas Palmer, on 
who had ſeparated from us, and behaved with great 
| bitterneſs, till God laid his hand upon him. He had 
ſent for me ſeveral times, ſaying, * He could not die 
in peace till he had ſeen me.” I found him in great 
weaknels of body and heavineſs of ſpirit. We wreſtled 
with God om his behalf, And our labour was not in 
| | Vain. 
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vain. His ſoul was comforted; and a few hours after 
he quietly fell aſleep. 1 2 
Thurſday Oct. 1. We ſet out for Wales. But miſ- 
ſing our paſſage over the Severn in the morning, it was 
ſunlet before we could get to Newport. We enquired 
9 here if we could hire a guide to Cardiff. But there 
was none to be had. A lad coming in quickly after, 
who was going (he ſaid) to Laniſſan, a little village, two 
miles to the right of Cardiff, we reſolved to go thither, 
At ſeven we ſet out. It rained pretty faſt, and there 
being neither moon nor ſtars, we could neither ſee a 
road nor one another, nor our own horſes heads, But 
the promile of God did not fail. He gave his angels 
charge over us. And ſoon after ten we came ſafe to 
Mr. Williams's houſe at Laniſſan. 4 
Friday 2. We rode to Fonmon Caſtle. We found 
Mr. Jones's daughter ill of the ſmall-pox, But he 
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cChould chearfully leave her and all the reſt, in the hands 
of Him in whom he now believed. In the evening I 
1 preached at Cardiff, in the Shire-hall, a large and con- 
venient place, on © God hath given unto us eternal 


life, and this life is in his Son.” There having been a 
feaſt in the town that day, I believed it needful to add 
a few words upon intemperance. And while I was 
ſaying, „As for you, drunkards, you have no part in 
this life: you abide in death; you chuſe death and 
bell: A man cried out vehemently, „I am one: 
and thither I am going.” But I truſt God, at that 
hour, began to ſhew him and others a more excellent 
Way. | N 
Saturday g. About noon we came to Pontypool, A 
Clergyman ſtopped me in the firſt ſtreet ; a few more 
found me out ſoon after, whoſe love I did not find to 
be cooled at all, by the bitter adverſaries who had. been 
among them. True pains had been taken to ſet them 
againſt my brother and me, by men who know not what 
manner of ſpirit they are of. But inſtead of diſputing, 
we betook ourſelves to prayer. And all our hearts were 
knit together as at the firſt. | 

In the afternoon we came to Abergavenny. Thoſe 
who are bitter of ſpirit had been here alſo. Yet Mrs. 
James (now Mrs, Whitcheld) received us gladly, as ſhe 
5 A 3. | had 


5 | 
had done aforetime. But we could not procure even 
two or three to join with us in the evening beſide thoſe 
of her own houſhold. Sunday 4. I had an unexpected 
opportunity of receiving the holy communion. In the 
afternoon we had a plain, uſeful ſermon, on the Pha- 


riſee and the Publican praying in the temple. Which 


I explained at large in the evening, to the beft dreſt con- 


gregation I have ever yet ſeen in Wales. Two perſons 


came to me afterwards, who were it ſeemed, convinced 
of ſin, and groaning for deliverance, 


Monday 5. I preached in the morning at Pontypool, | 


to a {mall but deeply attentive congregation, Mr. Price 


conducted me from hence to his houſe at Watford, 


After reſting here an hour, we haſtened on and came 
to Fonmon, where I explained and in forced thoſe words, 
e What mult I do to be ſaved?” Many ſeemed quite 
amazed, while I ſhewed them the nature of lalvation, 
and the golpel-way of attaining it. 

Tueſ. 6. I read prayers and preached in Porth-kerry 
church. My text was, “By grace ye are ſaved thro? 
faith.” In the evening, at Cardiff, I expounded Ze- 
chariah iv. 7. Who art thou, O great mountain? 
Befcre Zerubbabel thou ſhalt become a plain. And he 
ſhall bring forth the head-ſtone thereof with ſhoutings, 


crying, Grace, grace unto it.” The next morning we 


ſet out, and in the evening praiſed God with our bre- 
thren in Briſtol, 

Thurſday 8. I dined with C— T—, greatly praiſing 
God for having done his own wile and holy will in 
taking away the deſire of his eyes: In the evening I 
preached on Looking unto Feſus. And many were filled 


with conſolation. 


Friday 9. The fame Spirit helped our infirmities at 


the hour of mterceſhon : and again at Kingſwood in 
the evening. I wes juſt laid down, when one came 

and told me, Howel Harris, defired to ſpeak with me at 
Br ſtol, being juſt come from London, and having ap- 
inted to ſet out for Wales at three in the morning. 

I went and found him with Mr. Humphreys and Mr. 
8—. They immediately fell upon their favourite ſub- 
ject: on which when we had diſputed two hours, and 


were juſt where we were at firſt, I begged we might 


exchange 
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exchange controverly for prayer. We did ſo, and 
then parted in much love, about two in the morning. 
Sat. 10. His journey being deferred till Monday, H. 
Harris came to me at the New-Room. He ſaid, As 
to the decree of reprobation, he renounced and utterly 
abhorred it. And as to the not falling from grace, 1. 
He believed, That it ought not to be mentioned to the 
unjuſtified, or to any that were {lack and careleſs, much 
leſs that lived in fin, but only to the earneſt and dif- 
conſolate mourners. 2, He did himſelf believe, it was 
poſſible for one to fall away, who had been enlightened 
with ſome knowledge of God, who had taſted of the 
heavenly gift, and been made partaker of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
and wiſhed we could all agree, to keep cloſe in the con- 
troverted points, to the very words of holy Writ. g. 
That he accounted no man fo juſtified as not to fall, till 
he was vitally united to Chriſt, till he had a thorough, 
abiding hatred to all fin, and a continual hunger and 
thirſt after all righteouſneſs,” Bleſſed be thou of the 
Lord, thou man of peace! Still follow after peace and 
holineſs. 

Thurſ. 15. I was preparing for another journey to 
Wales, which I had defigned to begin on Friday, when 
J received a meſſage from H. Harris, deſiring me to ſet 
out immediately, and meet him near the New-Paſſage. 
I accordingly let out at noon, but being obliged to wait 
at the water-ſide, did not reach Will-creek (the place 
he had appointed for our meeting) till an hour or 
two after night. But this was ſoon enough. For he 
had not been there. Nor could we hear any thing of 
him, So we went back to Mather, and thence in the 
morning to Lanmarton, a village two miles off, where 


we heard Mr, Daniel Rowlands was to be, and whom 


accordingly we found there. Evil ſurmiſings preſently 
vaniſhed away, and our hearts were knit together in 
love. We rode together to Machan (five miles beyond 
Newport) which we reached about twelve o'clock, 
In an hour after H. Harris came, and may of his 
friends from diitant parts. We had no diſpute of any - 


kind, but the Spirit of peace and love was in the midſt 


of us, At three we went to church. There was a 


vaſt congregation, though at only a few hours warning, 


After 


(69 Oct. 1741. 

Aſter prayers, I preached firſt on theſe words in the 
ſecond leſſon, The life which I now live, I live by 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave him- 
ſelf for me.” Mr. Rowlands then preached in Welch 
on Matt. xxviii. 8. Fear ye not; for ye ſeek him that 
was crucified,” | | | 

We rode afterwards to St. Brides's in the Moors: 
where Mr. Rowlands preached again. Here we were 
met by Mr. Humphreys and Thomas Biſſicks of Kingſ- 
wood. About eleven, a few of us retired, in order to 

rovoke one another to love, and to good works, But 
T. Bifficks immediately introduced the difpute, and 


others ſeconded him. This H. Harris and Mr, Row. 


lands ſtrongly withſtood; but finding it profitednothing, 
Mr. Rowlands ſoon withdrew. H. Harris kept them 
at bay till about one o'clock in the morning, I then 


left them and Capt. T. together: About three they 


left off juſt where they began. 


Sat. 17. Going to a neighbouring houle, I found 
Mr. H. and T. Biſſicks tearing open the fore: with all 


their might. On my coming in all was huſhed, But 
Mrs. James of Abergavenny (a woman of 'candour and 
humanity) inſiſted, that “ thoſe things ſhould be ſaid to 
my face.” There followed a lame piece of work, But 
altho' the accuſations brought were eaſily anſwered, yet 
I found they left a ſoreneſs on many ſpirits. When H. 
Harris heard of what had paſt, he haſted to ſtand in 
the gap once more, and with tears beſought them all 
To follow after the things that make for peace.” And 


God bleſt the healing words which he ſpoke, ſo that 


we parted in much love, being all determined to let 
controverſy alone, and to preach Jeſus Chriſt and him 
crucified, 

1 preached at Cardiff at three, and about five ſet out 


thence for Fonmon Caſtle. Notwithſtanding the great 
darkneſs of the night, and our being unacquainted with | 


the road, before eight we came ſafe to the congregation, 
which had been ſome time waiting for us. I preached 
on our Lord's words to the rich young man, If thou 
wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.” Bleſſed 


be God that we have a better covenant, eſtabliſhed upon 


better promiles, 
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Sunday 18. I rode to Wenvo. The church was 
throughly filled with attentive hearers, while I preached 
on thoſe words, © Whom ye ignorantly worſhip, him 
declare I unto you.” In the afternoon I read prayers 
and preached at Porth-kerry : in the evening there was 
a great concourſe of people at the caſtle, to whom I 


48 ſtrongly declared the hope of righteouſneſs which is thro? 
faith, = | 


Monday 19. I preached once more at Porth-kerry, 
and in the afternoon returned to Cardiff, and explained 
to a large congregation, * When they had nothing to 
pay, he frankly forgave them both.” 

Tueſday 10. At eleven I preached at the priſon, on, 
I came not to call the righteous but finners to repent- 
ance.” In the afternoon I was deſired to meet one of 
the honourable women; whom I found a mere ſinner, 
groaning under the mighty hand of God. About ſix, 
at Mr, W—'s requeſt, I preached once more on thoſe 
words, Whom ye ignorantly worſhip, him declare I 
mo your,” >. | | 

Wedneſday 21. I ſet out ſoon after preaching, and 
about nine came to Newport. A clergyman, ſoon 
after I was ſet down, came into the next room, and 
aſked aloud, with a tone unuſually ſharp, * Where 
thoſe vagabond fellows were ?” Capt. T. without 
any ceremony, took him in hand. But he ſoon quitted 
the field and walked out of the houſe. Juſt as I was 
taking horſe, he. returned, and faid, “ Sir, I am 
afraid you are in a wrong way. But if you are right, 
I pray God to be with you, and proſper your under- 
takings,” | 

About one I came to Callicut, and preached to a 
{mall attentive company of people, on, ** Bleſſed are 


they which do hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs ; for 


they ſhall be filled.” Between ſeven and eight we 
reached Briſtol, 

Thurſday 22, I called upon Edward W—, who had 
been ill for ſeveral days. 1 found him in deep deſpair. 
Since he had left off prayer, all the waves and ſtorms 
were gone over him. We cried unto God, and his ſoul 


revived, A little light ſhone upon him, and juſt as we 
ſung, | | 1 


« Be 
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& Be thou his ſtrength and righteouſneſs, 
His Jeſus and his all:“ 
his ſpirit returned to God. 
Friday 23. I ſaw ſeveral others who were ill of the 
ſame diſtemper. Surely our Lord will do much work 
by this ficknelss I do not find that it comes to 


any houſe without leaving a bleſſing behind it. Ig 


the evening I went to Kingſwood, and found Ann 
Steed alſo praiſing God in the fires, and teſtifying, 
_ all her weakneſs and pain wrought together for 
gO 
Sat. 24. I viſited more of the ſick, both in Kingſ- 
wood and Briſtol, And it was pleaſant work ; for I 
found none of them ſorrowing as men without hope. 
At {ix I expounded, God is light, and in him is no 
darkneſs at all.” And his light broke in upon us in 


ſuch a manner, that we were even loſt in praiſe and 


thankſgiving. 

Sunday 25. Afﬀter the ſacrament at All-Saints, I took 
horſe for Kingſwood. But before I came to Lawrence 
Hill, my horſe fell, and attempting to riſe again, fell 
down again upon me. One or two women ran out of 
a neighbouring houſe, and when I role, helped me in. 
I adore the wiſdom of God, In this houſe were three 

rions, who began to run well; but Satan had hin- 


dered them. But they reſolved to ſet out again. And 


not one of them has looked back ſince. 
Notwithſtanding this delay, I got to Kingi\wood by 


two. The words God enabled me to ſpeak there, nd 
_ afterwards at Briſtol, (ſo I muſt expreſs myſelf {till, 


for I dare not aſcribe them to my own wiſdom) were as 
a hammer and a flame. And the ſame bleſſing we found 
at the meeting of the ſociety. But more abundantly 
at the love-feaſt that followed. I remember nothing 
like it for ſeveral months. A cry was heard: from one 
end of the congregation to the other: not of grief, but 


of overflowing joy and love. O continue forth thy 


loving-kindneſs unto them that know thee ; and thy 
mercy to them that are true of heart! 

The great comfort I found both in public and pri- 
vate, almoſt every day of the enſuing week, I appre- 
hend was to prepare me for what followed ; ; a ſhort ac- 
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count of which I ſent to London ſoon after, in a letter, 
the copy of which I have ſubjoined ; altho' I am not 
inſenſible, there are ſeveral circumſtances therein, 
** which ſome may ſet down for mere enthuſiaſm and ex- 
travagance. | | | 


&© Dean BROTHER, 
& All laſt week I found hanging upon me the effects 


1 of a violent cold I had contracted in Wales: not, I 


think, (as Mr. Turner and Walcam ſuppoſed) by lying 


in a damp bed at St. Bride's ; but rather by riding con- 


= tinually in the cold and wet nights, and preaching im- 
” mediately after. But I believed it would ſoon pals off, 
and ſo took little notice of it till Friday morning. I 
then found myſelf exceeding fick : and as I walked to 
Baptiſt-mills, (to pray with Suſanna Baſil, who was ill 
of a fever) felt the wind pierce me as it were, through. 
At my return I found mylelf ſomething better. Only 


I could not eat any thing at all. Yet I felt no want of 
ſtrength at the hour of interceſſion, nor at fix in the 
evening, while I was opening and applying thoſe 


words, Sun, ſtand {till in Gibeon, and thou moon, in 


the valley of Ajalon.” I was afterwards refreſhed, and 


ſlept well; ſo that I apprehended no farther diſorder 3 
but roſe in the morning as uſual, and declared, with a 


= ſtrong voice and enlarged heart, · Neither circumciſion 
* 


availeth any thing nor uncircumciſion, but faith that 
worketh by love.” About two in the afternoon, juſt 
as I was ſet down to dinner, a ſhivering came upon me, 
and a little pain in my back: but no ſickneſs at all, fo 
that I eat a little, and then growing warm, went to 
ſee ſome that were ſick. Finding myſelf worſe about 
four, I would willingly have lain down. But having 
promiſed to ſee Mrs. G—, who had been out of order 
lor ſome days, I went thither firſt, and thence to 
Weaver's-hall. A man gave me a token for good as I 
went along, “ Ay, ſaid he, He will be a martyr too by 
and bye: The ſcripture I enforced was, © My little 
children, theſe things 1 write' unto you, that ye fin 
not. But if any man fin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous,” I found no 
wank 
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either in my hand, or back, or limbs; no ſickneſs, no 


* 


want either of inward or outward ſtrength. But af- 
terwards finding my fever increaſed, I called on Dr. 
Middleton. By his advice I went home, and took my 
bed: a ſtrange thing to me, who had not kept my bed 
a day, for five and thirty years, (ever ſince I had the 


ſmall-pox). I immediately fell into a profuſe ſweat, 
which continued till one or two in the morning. God 
then gave me refreſhing ſleep, and afterwards ſuch 
tranquility of mind, that this day, Sunday, Nov. 1. 
ſeemed the ſhorteſt day to me, I had ever known in 
my life. | 

] think a little circumſtance ought not to be omit- 
ted, altho* I know there may be an ill conſtruction put 
upon it. Thoſe words were now fo ſtrongly impreſſed 
upon my mind, that for a conſiderable time I could not 
put them out of my thoughts : ** Bleſſed is the man that 
provideth for the poor and needy : the Lord ſhall de- 
hver him in the time of trouble. The Lord ſhall 


ſtrengthen him when he lieth ſick upon his bed: make 


thou all his bed in his ſickneſs.” 

On Sunday night likewiſe I ſlept well, and was eaſy 
all Monday morning. But about three in the afternoon 
the ſhivering returned, much more violent than before. 


It continued till I was put to bed, I was then imme- 


diately as in a fiery furnace. In a little ſpace I began 
ſweating : but the ſweating ſeemed to increaſe rather 
than allay the burning heat. Thus I remained, till 
about eight o'clock : when I ſuddenly awaked out of a 
kind of doze, in ſuch a diſorder (whether of body or 
mind, or both) as I know not how to deſcribe. My 
heart and lungs and all that was within me, and my ſoul 


too, ſeemed to be in perfect uproar. But I cried unto 


the Lord in my trouble, and he delivered me out of 


my diſtreſs, 


« I continued in a moderate ſweat till near midnight, 


and then ſlept pretty well till morning. On Tueſday, 


Nov. 3. About noon, I was removed to Mr, Hooper's. 
Here 1 enjoyed a bleſſed calm for ſeveral hours, the 
fit not returning till fix in the evening: and then in 
ſuch a manner as I never heard or read of, I had a 
quick pulſe, attended with violent heat; but no pain 
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ſtitch, no thirſt. Surely God is a preſent help in time 


of trouble. And He does make all my bed in m 


ſicknels. | 

« Wedneſ. 4. Many of our brethren agreed to ſeek 
God to day by faſting and prayer. About twelve my 
fever began to rage. At two I dozed a little, and ſud- 
denly awaked in ſuch diforder (only more violent) as 
that on Monday. The filver cord appeared to be juſt 
then looſing, and the wheel breaking at the ciſtern. 
The blood whirled to and fro, as if it would immedi- 
ately force its way through all its veſſels, eſpecially in 
the breaſt : and exceſſive burning heat parched up my 
whole body, both within and without. About taree, 
in a moment the commotion ceaſed, the heat was over, 
and tho pain gone. - Soon after it made another attack ; 
but not near ſo violent as the former. This laſted till 
half an hour paſt four, and then vaniſhed away at once. 
I grew better and better till nine. Then I fell allcep, 
and ſcarce awaked at all till morning. GE 

© Thurſday 5. The noiſy joy of the people in the 
ſtreets did not agree with me very well: though 1 am 
afraid it diſordered their poor ſouls, much more than it 
did my body. About five in the evening my cough re- 
turned, and ſoon after the heat and other {ſymptoms : 
but with this remarkable. circumſtance, that for four- 
teen or fifteen hours following, I had more or leſs ſleep 
in every hour. This was one cauſe why I was never 
light-headed at all, but had the uſe of my underſtand- 
ing, from the firſt hour of my illneſs to the laſt as fully 
as when in perfect health... 

% Friday 6. Between ten and twelve the main ſhock 


2 began. I can give but a faint account of this, not for 


want of memory, but of words. I felt in my body 
nothing but ſtorm and tempeſt, hail-ſtones and coals of 
fire. But I do not remember that I felt any fear (ſuch 
was the mercy of God!) nor any murmuring, And 
yet I found but a dull, heavy kind of patience, which 
I knew was not what it ought to be. The fever came 


— ruſhing upon me as a lion, ready to break all my bones 
un pieces. My body grew weaker every moment; but. 


I did not feel my foul put on ſtrength, Then it came 


7 into my mind, © Be ſtill, and fee the ſalvation of the 
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Lord. I will not ſtir hand or foot; but let him do 
with me what is good in his own eyes.” At once my 
Heart was at eaſe. My mouth was filled with laughter, 
and my tongue with joy. My eyes overflowed with 
tears, and I began to ling aloud, One who ſtood by 
ſeid, © Now he is light-headed.” I told her, O 
no. I am not light-headed ; but I am praiſing God. 
God is come to my help, and pain is nothing. Glory 
be to God on high. I now found why it was not ex- 
pedient for me, to recover my health ſooner : becauſe 
then I ſhould have loſt this experimental proof how 
little every thing is which can befal the body, ſo long 
as God carries the ſoul aloft, as it were on the wings of 

an eagle. 5 „„ 
An hour after I had one more grapple with the 
enemy, who then ſeemed to collect all his ſtrength. I 
eſſayed to ſhake myſelf, and praiſe God as before. But 
I was not able: The power was departed from me. I 
was ſlie n of my ſtrength, and became weak and like 
another man. Then 1 ſaid, © Yet here I hold: Lo I 
come to bear thy will, O God.” Immediately he re- 
turned to my ſoul, and lif:ed'up the light of his coun- 
tenance. And I felt, He rideth eaſily enough, whom 
the grace of God carrieth. “ 

« I ſuppoſed the fit was now over, it being about 
five in the afternoon, and began to compole myſelf for 
fleep, when I firſt felt a chill, and then a burning all E 
over, attended with ſuch an univerſal faintneſs, and wea- . » 
rineſs, and utter loſs of ſtrength, as if the whole frame 
of nature had been diſſolved. Juſt then my nurſe, 1 

know not why, took me out of bed and placed me in 
a chair. Preſently a purging began, which, I believe, 
ſaved my life. I grew eaſier from that hour, and had 

ſuch a night's reſt as I have not had before, ſince it 
pleaſed God to lay his hand upon me.“ 
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From Saturday Nov. 7, to Sunday 13, I found my 
ſtrength gradually increaſing, and was able to read Tur- 
retin's Hiſtory of the Church (a dry, heavy, barren 
treatiſe) and the life of that truly good and great man. 
Mr. Philip Henry. On Monday and Tueſday I read : 
over the life of Mr, Matthew Henry; a man not to be 
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deſpiſed, either as a ſcholar or a chriſtian, tho', I think, 


not equal to his father. On Wedneſday I read over 
once again Theologia Germanica. O how wav it, that I 


could ever fo admire, the affected obſcurity of this un- 


{criptural writer! Glory be to God, that I now prefer 


the plain Apoſtles and Prophets, before him and all his 


myſtic followers. | : 
Thurſday 19. I read again with great furpriſe, part 


of the eccleſiaſtical hiſtory of Euſebius. But ſo weak, 


credulous throughly-injudicious a writer, have 1 ſel- 


dom ſound. Friday 20. I began Mr. Laval's hiſtory 


of the reform'd churches in France, full of the molt 
amazing inſtances of the wickedneſs of men, and of the 
goodneſs and power of God. About noon, the next 


day, I went out in a coach as far as the ſchool in Kingſ- 


wood : where one of the miſtreſſes lay (as was believed) 


near death, having found no help from all the medicines: 


ſhe had taken. We determined to try one remedy more. 
So we poured out our fouls in prayer to God. From 
that hour ſhe began to recover ſtrength, and in a few 
days was out of danger. | 


Sunday 22. Being not ſuſfered to go to church as yet, 


communicated at home. I was adviſed to ſtay at home 
tome time longer; but I could not apprehend it neceſ- 
{ory : And therefore on Monday 23, went to the New 


Room, where we praiſed God for all his mercies. And 


] expounded, for about an hour, (without any faint- 
nels or wearineſs) on © What reward ſhall I give unto 
the Lord for all the benefits that he hath done unto me ? 
Iwill receive the cup of ſalvation, and call upon the 
name of the Lord.“ 

I preached once every day this week, and found no 
mconvenience by it. Sunday 29. I thought I might 


go a little farther, So I preached both at Kingſwood 


and Briſtol : And afterwards ſpent near an hour with 
the ſociety, and about two hours at the love-feaſt, 
But my body could not yet keep pace with my mind. 
I had another fit of my fever the next day. But it 
laſted not long, and I continued ſlowly to regain my 
ſtrength. | 

On Thurſday, Dec. g. I was able to preach again 


on By their fruits ye ſhall know them; And Friday 


2 evening | 
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- evening on, © Caſt thy bread upon the waters, and after 
many days thou ſhalt find it again,” 

Monday 7. I preached on, * Truſt ye in the Lord 
Jehovah, for in the Lord is everlaſting ſtrength.” I 
was ſhewing, What cauſe we have to truſt in the Cap- 
tain of our ſalvation, when one in the midſt of the 
room cried out, Who was your captain the other 
day when you hanged yourſelf ? I know the man 
who ſaw you when you was cut down,” This wile 
Rory, it ſeems, had been diligently ſpread abroad, and 
cordially believed by many in Briſtol. ' I deſired they 
would make room for the man to come nearer. Bur 
the moment he ſaw the way open, he ran away with 
all poſſible ſpeed, not ſo much as once looking behind 
him. | 

Wedneſday 9. God humbled. us in the evening by 
the loſs of more than thirty of our little company, 
who I was obliged to exclude, as no longer adorning 
the goſpel of Chriſt, 1 believed it beſt, openly to 
declare, both their names and the reaſons why they 
were excluded. We then all cried unto God, That 
might be for their edification, and not for their de- 
| ſtruction. | | | 
Friday. 11. I went to Bath. I had often reaſoned 
with myſelf concerning this place, Hath God left him- 
telf without witneſs? Did he never raiſe up ſuch as 
might be ſhining lights, even in the midſt of this ſinful 
generation? Doubtleſs he has: But they are either 
gone © to the deſert,” or hid under the buſhel of pru- 
dence, Some of the moſt ſerious perſons I have known 
zt Bath, are either Solitary Chriſtians, ſcarce known 
to each other, unleſs by name: Prudent Chriſtians, as 
careful not to give offence, as if that were the unpar- 
donable ſin : And as zealous, to keep their religion to 
themſelves, as they ſhould be, to let it ſhine before men. 

I returned to Briſtol the next day. In the evening 
one deſired to ſpeak with me. I perceived him to be 
in the utmoſt confuſion, ſo that for a while he could 
not ſpeak. At length he ſaid, © I am he that inter- 
rupted you at the New Room on Monday. I have had 
no reſt ſince, day or night, nor could have till I had 

| ſpoken 
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ſpoken to you. I hope you will forgive me, and that 

it will be a warning to me all the days of my life.“ 
Tuelday 15. It being a hard froſt, I walked over to 

Bath; and had a converſation of ſeveral hours, with 

one who had lived above ſeventy, and ftudied divinity 

above thirty years. Yet remiſſion of fins was quite a 


new doctrine to him. But I truſt God will write it on 
his heart. | 


In the evening I took down the names-of ſome, who 
deſired to ſtrengthen each other's hands in God. Thus 


the bread we have caſt upon the waters, is found again 


after many days, 

I returned to Briſtol the next day, Thurl. 5 5 We 
had a night of ſolemn joy, occaſioned by the funeral 
of one of our brethren, who died with a hope full of 
immortality. 

Friday 18. Being diſappointed of my horſe, I ſet out 
on foot in the evening for Kingſwood, I catched no 
cold, nor received any hurt, tho” it was very wet, and 
cold, and dark. Mr. Jones of Fonmon met me there 
and we poured out our fouls before God together. I 
found no wearinels, till a little before one, God gave 
me refreſhing ſleep. | 


Sunday 20. I preached once more at Briſtol, on, 
“Little children, keep yourſelves from idols: Imme- 
diately after which, I forced mylelf away from thoſe 


to whom my heart was now more united than ever, 


And I believe their hearts were even as my heart. O 


what poor words are thoſe, © You abate the reverence 


and reſbect which the people owe to their | nog 5 


Love is all in all: and all who are alive to God muſt 


pay this to every true paſtor : Wherever a flock is duly 


fed with the _ milk of the word, they will be ready 
(were it poſlible) to pluck out their eyes, and give them 


to thole that are over them in the Lord, 

I took coach on Monday 21, and on Wedneſday 
= came to London, Thurſday 24. I found it was good 
for me to be here; particularly, while I was preaching 

in the evening. The ſociety afterwards met: But we 
ſcarce knew how to part, our hearts were ſo enlarged - 


B 3 Saturday 


toward each other. 
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Saturday 26. The morning congregation was in- 
creaſed to above thrice the uſual number, while I ex- 
plained, Grace be unto you and peace, from God 
the Father and from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” At Long- 
lane likewiſe in the evening I had a crowded audience, 
to whom I ſpoke from thoſe words, O the depth of 
the riches both of the wiſdom and knowledge of God! 
How unſearchable are his judgments and his ways paſt 
finding out!“ | | 
Sunday 27. After diligent enquiry made, I removed 
all thoſe from the congregation of the faithful, whoſe 
behaviour or ſpirit was not agreeable to the goſpel of 
Chriſt ; openly declaring the objections I had to each, 
that others might fear, and cry to God for them. 
Thurſday g1. By the unuſual overflowing of peace 
and love to all which I felt, I was inclined to believe 
ome trial was at hand. At three in the afternoon m 
fever came. But finding it was not violent, I would 
not break my word, and therefore went at four and 
committed to the earth the remains of one who had 
died in the Lord a few days before: neither could I 
refrain from exhorting the almoſt innumerable multi- 
tude of people, who were gathered together round her 
grave, to cry to God that they might die the death of 
the righteous, and their laſt end be like hers. I then 
deſigned to lie down ; but Sir John G— coming, and 
ſending to ſpeak with me, I went to him, and from him 
into the pulpit, knowing God could renew my ſtrength, 
1 preached according to her requeſt, who was now with 
God, on thoſe words with which her ſoul had been ſo 
refreſhed, a little before ſhe went hence, after a long 
night of doubts and fears: Thy ſun ſhall no more go 
down, neither ſhall thy moon withdraw itſelf. For the 
Ford ſhall be thine everlaſting light, and the days of thy 
mourning ſhall be ended.” | 
At the ſociety which followed, many cried after God, 
with a loud and bitter cry. About ten I left them, and 
committed myſelf into his hands, to do with me what 
ſeemed him good. 
Friday January 1. After a night of quiet ſleep, I 
wWaked in a ſtrong fever, but without any ſickneſs, or 
thirſt, or pain. I conſented however to keep my bed; 
za ut 
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but on condition that every one who defired it, ſhould 
have liberty to ſpeak with me. I believe fifty or ſixty 
perſons did ſo this day, nor did I find any inconvenience 
from it. In the evening I ſent for all of the bands who 
were in the houſe, that we might magnify our Lord to- 
gether. A near relation being with me when they came, 
J aſked her afterwards if ſhe was not offended ? «+ Of. 
fended ! ſaid ſhe : I wiſh I could be always among you, 
I thought I was in heaven.“ 

This night alſo, by the bleſſing of God, I ſlept well, 

to the utter aſtoniſhment of thoſe about me, the apo- 
thecary, in particular, who ſaid, © He had never ſeen 
ſuch a fever in his life,” I had a clear remiſſion in the 
morning : but about two in the afternoon, a ſtronger 
fit than any before. Otherwiſe I had determined to have 
been at the meeting of the bands, But good is the will 
of the Lord, 
Sunday g. Finding myſelf quite free from pain, I 
met the leaders, morning and afternoon : and joined 
with a little company of them, in the great ſacrifice of 
thankſgiving. In the evening, it being the men's love- 
feaſt, I deſired they would all come up. Thoſe whom 
the room would not contain, ſtood without ; while we 
all with one mouth ſang praiſe to God. 

Monday 4. I waked in perfe& health. Does not 
God both kill and make alive? This day (1 under- 
ſtand) poor Charles Kinchin died! 


Cui pudor, & juſtitiæ ſoror 
Incorrupta fides, nudaque verita 
Quando ullum invement parem ? 


I preached morning and evening every day, for the 
remaining part of the week. On Saturday while I was 
preaching at Long-lane, a rude rout lift up their voice 
on high. I fell upon them without delay. Some pulled 
off their hats, and opened their mouth no more. The 
reſt ſtole out one after another. All that remained were 
quiet and attentive, 

Sunday 10. I got a little time to ſee Mr. Dolman. 
Two years ago he ſeemed to be dying of an aſthma : 

being hardly able to rile at eight o'clock in a morning, 
| after 


the day of your viſitation ! | 
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after ſtruggling, as it were, for life. But from the time 
he came thither firſt, he rarely failed to be at the Foun- 
dery by five o'clock. Nor was he at all the worſe; his 
diſtemper being ſuſpended, till within a very few days. 
I found him juſt on the wing, and. full of love and 
peace and joy in believing. And in the fame ſpirit (as 
I afterwaras underſtood) he continued, till God took 
him to himſelf. | | 

Monday 11, I went twice to Newgate, at the requeſt 
of poor R— R—, who lay there under ſentence of 
death, but was refuſed admittance, Receiving a few 


lines from him the day he was to die, I defired Mr, 


Richards to try, if he could be admitted then. But he 


came back with a freſh refuſal. | . 


It was above two years before, that being deſtitute 


: und in diſtreſs, he applied to me at Briſtol for relief. I 


took him in, and employed him for the preſent, in 
writing and keeping accounts for me. Not long after 
I placed him in the little ſchool, which was kept by 
the United Society. There were many ſuſpicions of 
him during that time, as well as of his companion, 
Gwillim Snowde. But no. proof appeared: ſo that 
after three or four months, they quietly returned to 
London. But they did not deceive God, nor eſcape 
his hand. Gwillim Snowde was ſoon apprehended for 
a robbery, and when condemned ſent for me, and ſaid; 
nothing lay heavier upon him, than his having thus 
returned evil for good. I believe it was now the deſire 
of poor R— too, to tell me all that he had done. But 
the hour was paſt: I could not now be permitted to ſee 
or ſpeak with him. So that he who before would not 


receive the word of God from my mouth, now deſired 


what he could not obtain. And on Wedneſday he fell 


a ſacrifice to the juſtice of a long-offended God, O 


conſider this, ye that now forget God, and know not 
In the afternoon I buried the body of James St, 
Angel, who having long been tried in the fire, on Mon- 
day, in the full triumph of faith, gave up his ſpirit to 
God. 


I heard of ſeveral to-day, who began to run well; 


but did not endure to the end. Men fond of their 
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own opinions tore them from their brethren, and could 
not keep them when they had done: but they ſoon fell 
back into the world, and are now ſwallowed up in its 
pleaſures or cares. I fear thoſe zealots who took theſe 

ſouls out of my hands, will give but a poor account of 
them to Gd. | | 

On Thurſday and Friday I viſited the ſick, by many 
of whom I was greatly refreſhed. Monday 18. We 
greatly rejoiced in the Lord at Long-lane, even in the 
midſt of thoſe that contradifted and blaſphemed. Nor 
was it long before many of them alſo were touched, and 
blaſphemies were turned to praiſe, | 

Thurſday 21. I again viſited many that were fick, 
but I found no fear either of pain or death among them, 
One (Mary Whittle) ſaid, „I ſhall go to my Lord to- 
morrow. But before I go he will finiſh his work,” 
The next day ſhe lay quiet for about two hours, and 
then opening her eyes, cried out, It is done, it is 

done! Chriſt liveth in me! He lives in me:“ And 
died in a moment. | - 

Friday 22, I met the Society at Short's-Gardens, 
Drury-lane, for the firſt time, Saturday 2g. I called 
on another, who was believed to be near death, and 
greatly triumphing over it. 1 know, faid ſhe, that 
my Redeemer liveth, and will ſtand at the latter day 
upon the earth. I fear not death. It hath no ſting for 
me. I ſhall live for evermore. | 

Monday 25. While I was explaining at Long-lane, 
«© He that committeth fin is of the devil ;** his ſervants 
were above meaſure enraged; they not only made all 

poſſible noiſe, (although, as I had deſired before, no 
man ſtirred from his place, or anſwered them a word,) 
but violently thruſt many perſons to and fro, ſtruck 
others, and brake down part of the houſe. At length 
they began throwing large ſtones upon the houſe, which 
forcing'their way wherever they came, fell down toge- 
ther with the tiles among the people, ſo that they were 
in danger of their lives. I then told them, You muſt 
not go on thus, I am ordered by the magiſtrate, who 
is in this reſpect to us the miniſter of God, to inform 
him of thoſe who break the laws of God and the king. 
And I mult do it if you perſiſt herein other wiſe I am a 
partaker 
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partaker of your ſin.” When I ceaſed ſpeaking, they 
were more outrageous than before. Upon this I ſaid, 
Let three or four calm men, take hold of the fore- 
molt, and charge a conſtable with him, that the law 
may take its. courſe.” They did fo, and brought him 
into the houſe, curſing and blaſpheming in a dreadful 
manner. [I defired five or fix to go with him to Juſtice 
Copeland, to whom they nakedly related the fact. The 
Juſtice immediately bound him over to the next Seſſions 
at Guilford, | | 
I obſerved, when the man was brought into the 
houſe, that many of his companions were loudly crying 
out, Rich. Smith, Rich. Smith !*”* Who, as it after- 
ward appeared, was one of their ſtouteſt champions, 
But Rich. Smith anſwered not ; he was fallen into the 
hands of one higher than they. God had ſtruck him 
to the heart, as alſo a woman, who was ſpeaking words 
not fit to be repeated, and throwing whatever came to 
hand, whom: he overtook- in the very act. She came 
into the houſe with Rich. Smith, fell upon her knees 
before us all, and ſtrongly exhorted him, Never to 
turn back, never to forget the mercy which God had 
now Thewn to his ſoul.” From this time we had never 
any conſiderable interruption or diſturbance at Long- 
Lane: although we withdrew our proſecution, upon 
the offender's ſubmiſſion and promile of better beha- 
viour. | 
Tueſday 26. I explained at Chelſea, the faith which 
worketh by love. I was very weak when I went into 
the room. But the more the beaſts of the people in- 
creaſed in madne's and rage, the more was I ſtrengthened, 
both in body and foul : ſo that I believe few in the 
houſe, which was exceeding full, loſt one ſentence of 
. what I ſpoke. Indeed they could not ſee me, nor one 
another at a few yards diſtance, by reaſon of the ex- 
ceeding thick ſmoke, which was occaſioned by the 
wild fire and things of that kind, continually thrown 
into the room. But they who could praiſe God in the 
midſt of the fires, were not to be affrighted by a little 
„„ | 
Wedneſday 27. I buried the body of Sarah Whiſkin, 
a young woman late of Cambridge: A ſhort account of 
| whom 
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whom follows, in the words of one that was with her, 
during her laſt ſtruggle for eternity. 

© The firſt time ſhe went, intending to hear Mr. 
Weſley, was Jan. 3. But he was then ill. She went 
again, Tueſday 5. and was not diſappointed. From that 
time ſhe ſeemed quite taken up with the things above, 
and could willingly have been always hearing, or pray- 


ing or ſinging hymns. Wedneſday 13. She was ſent for 


into the country : At which news ſhe cried violently, 
being afraid to go, leaſt the ſhould be again conforma- 
ble to the world. With tears in her eyes ſhe aſked me, 
« What ſhall I do? I am in a great firait.” And 
heing adviſed, To commit her cauſe to God, and pray 
that his will might be done, not her own, ſhe ſaid, 
She would defer her journey three days, to wait upon 


| God, that he might ſhew his will concerning her.“ 


The next day ſhe was taken ill of a fever. But being 
ſomething better on Friday, - ſhe ſent and took a place 
in the Cambridge coach, for the Tuelday following. 
Her ſiſter aſking her, If ſhe thought it was the will of 
God ſhe ſhould go? She anſwered, * I leave it to the 
Lord; and am ſure he will find a way to prevent it, if 
it is not for my good.” Sunday 17. She was ill again, 
and deſired me to write a note, That ſhe might be prayed 
for. I aſked, What I ſhould write? She anſwered, 


„ You know what I want, A lively faith.” Being 


better on Monday 18. She got up, to prepare for her 
journey; though ſtill deſiring God, to put a ſtop to it, 
if it Was not according to his will. As ſoon as ſhe 
roſe from prayer, ſhe fainted away. When ſhe came 
to herſelf ſhe ſaid, Where is that Scripture of Ba- 
laam journeying, and the angel of the Lord ſtanding 


in the way ? 1 can bring this home to myſelf. I was 


juſt going this morning, and ſee, God has taken away 
all my ſtrength.“ | | 

From this hour, ſhe was almoſt continually pray- 
ing to God, That he would reveal himſelf to her ſoul, 
On Tueſday 19, being in tears, She aſked, © What was 


the matter? She anſwered, The devil is very buſy 


with me.“ One aſking, Who condemns you?“ She 
pointed to her heart and ſaid, “„ This: And God is 
greater than my beart.“ On Thurſday, after Mr. Rich- 


ards had prayed with her, ſhe was much chearfuller, 
and, ſhe could not doubt but God would fulfl the de- 


fire which He had given her. | 
“Friday 22. One of her ſiſters coming out of the 


country to ſee her. ſhe ſaid, . If I had come to you, 


evil would have befallen me. But I am ſnatched out of 
the hands of the devil. Though God has not yet re- 
vealed himſelf unto me, yet I believe, were I to die 
this night, before to-morrow I ſhould be in heaven.?” 
Her fiſter ſaying, © I hope God will reſtore you to 
health; ſhe replied, * Let Him do what ſeemeth 


Him good.” 


Saturday 23. She ſaid, „ I ſaw, my. mother and bro- 
ther and ſiſter in my ſleep, and they all received a bleſ- 


ſing in a moment.“ I aſked, if ſhe thought ſhe ſhould 


die? And whether ſhe believed, the Lord would re- 


ceive her ſoul? Looking very earneſtly, ſhe faid, I 


have not ſeen the Lord yet. But I believe I ſhall ſee 
Him and live. Although theſe are bold words, for a 
ſinner to ſay. . Are they not?“ 

“ Sunday 24. I aſked her, How have you reſted ?*? 
She anſwered, Very well. Though I have had no 
fteep ; and I wanted none : for I have had the Lord 
with me. O let us not be aſhamed of Him, but pro- 
claim Him upon the houſe-top. And I know, what- 
ever I aſk in the name of Jeſus, according to his will, 


I ſhall have.” Soon/after ſhe called haſtily to me, and 


| faid, 1 fear I have deceived myſelf. I thought the 


amen was ſealed in my heart; but I fear it is not, go 
down and pray for. me, and let Him not go, till He has 


given my heart's defire.” Soon after ſhe broke out 


into finging, and ſaid, I was ſoon delivered of my 
fears. I was only afraid of a flattering hope : but if it 
had been ſo, I would not have let Him go.” 


Her ſiſter that was come to ſee her was much upon 


her mind. 4 You, faid ſhe, are in pain for her. But 
J have faith for this little child. God has a favour 
unto her.” In the afternoon ſhe defired me to write a 
bill for her. I afked, what ſhall I write ? She ſaid, 
Return thanks for what God has done for me, and pray 
that He would manifeſt Himſelf to my relations alſo, 


Go to the preaching, Leave but one with me.” Soon 


after 
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after we were gone ſhe roſe up, called to the perſon 


that was with her and ſaid, Now it is done. I am 


aſſured my fins are forgiven.” The perſon anſwering, 
* Death is a little thing to them that die in the Lord: 
She replied with vehemence, © A little thing! it is no- 
thing.“ The perſon then deſiring, ſhe would pray for 
her, ſhe anſwered, © I do: I pray for all. I pray for 
all I know, and for them I do not know. And the 
Lord will hear the prayer of faith.” At our return, 
her ſiſter kneeling by the bed fide ſhe ſaid, Are you 
not comforted, my dear, for me? Her ſpeech then 
failing, ſhe made ſigns for her to be by her, and kiſſed 
her and ſmiled upon her. She then lay about an hour 
without ſpeaking or ſtirring ; till about three o'clock 
on Monday morning, ſhe cried out, © My Lord and 
my God!“ fetched a double ſigh, and died.“ 

Friday 29. Hearing of one who had been drawn 
away by thoſe who propheſy ſmooth things, I went to 
her houſe. But ſhe was purpoſely gone abroad. Per- 
ceiving there was no human help, I defired the con- 
gregation at Short's-Gardens, to join with me in prayer 
to God, That Ile would ſuffer her to have no reſt in 
her ſpirit, till ſhe returned into the way of truth. Two 
days after ſhe came to me of her own accord, and con- 
feſt, in the bitterneis of her {oul, That ſhe had no reſt, 
day or night, while ſhe remained with them, out of 
whoſe hands God had now delivered her, | 

There was ſomething remarkable in the manner of 
their Love-Fealt, at which ſhe was preſent, Sunday 31. 
For above an hour all were filent ; no ſinging, no pray- 
er, no word of exhortation, Then Mr. S - ſaid, 
My fiſters, I was thinking in my heart, how many 
{cripture-names there are among you.” (Might he not 
as well have been thinking, how many ' barley-corns 
would reach from London to Edinburgh?) “There are 
three Martha's :** ſo he went on, telling with great ex- 
actneſs, how many there were of every name. Then 
lence enſued. After a while he ſpake again, Seven 
of our filters are going to Penſylvania. But my Sa- 
viour will give us as many more.” One replied, „See, 
He has given us one already.” *© It is in my heart, 
(fad Mr. S ) to give Him thanks for it: On 

| C | which 


„ 


«which he {poke a few words of thankſgiving. Juſt be- 

fore they broke up, Mrs. H. ſaid, my Saviour puts it 

into my heart, to pray.” She then ſpoke five or ſix 
ſentences, and the company was diſmiſſed. 

| Monday, Feb. 1. I found, after the excluſion of ſome, 

| who did not walk according to the goſpel, about eleven 

' hundred, who are I truſt of a more excellent [pirit, 

remained in the Society. 5 

Thurſday 4. A clergyman lately come from America, 

if who was at the preaching laſt night, called upon me, 

appeared full of good deſires, and ſeemed willing to caſt 

in his lot with us. But I cannot ſuddenly anſwer in 


this matter. I muſt firſt know, What ſpirit he is of. 
For none can labour with us, unleſs he count all things 


1 dung and drofs that he may win Chriſt. 
1 Friday 5. I et out, and with ſome difficulty reached 
ö Chippenham on Saturday evening; the weather being ſo 
1 extremely rough and boiſterous, that I had much ado to 
fit my horſe. On Sunday about noon I came to Kings- 
| wood, where were many of our friends from Bath, 
| Briſtol and Wales, O that we may ever thus love one 
| another, with a pure heart fervently ! | 
| Monday 8. I rode to Bath and in the evening ex- 
| | . Plained the latter part of the ſeventh of St. Luke. 
. Obſerving many noiſy perſons at the end of the room, I 
| | went and ſtood in the midit of them. But the greater 
part ſlipt away to that end from which I came, and 
Þ then took heart, and cried aloud again. I pauſed, to 
give them their full ſcope; and then began a particular 
application to them. They were very quiet in a ſhort 
time, and I truſt, will not forget it ſo ſoon as ſome of 
them may delire, 
Wedneſday 10. And the following days of this week, 
I ſpoke ſeverally with all thoſe, who defired to remain 


— - _ 5 
— Wie” ifs - 


love. 1 
Monday 15. Many met together to conſult, on a 
proper method for diſcharging the public debt. And it 
was at length agreed, 1. That every member of the So- 
ciety who was able, ſhould contribute a penny a week : 
2. That the whole Society ſhould be divided into little 
companies or claſſes, about twelve in each claſs; and, 


3. That 
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in the United Society, to watch over each other in 


ws 
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3. That one perſon in each claſs ſhould receive the 
contribution of the reſt, and bring it in to the ſtews» 
z axds Weekly. | 

43 Friday 19. I went to Bath. Many threatened great 

3 things, But I Knew the ſtrength of them and their” 

god, I preached on, He fall ſave his people from 

their jms: None diſturbing or interrupting me. 

1 Saturday 20. I preached at Weaver's-Hall. It was 
> glorious time. Several dropped to the ground as 
if ſtruck by lightning. Some cried out in bitterneſs 
of ſoul: I knew not where to end, being con- 
{trained to begin anew, again and again. In this: 
acceptable time we begged of God to reſtore our 
brethren, who are departed from us for a ſeaſon z: 

and to teach us all, to follow after the things that 
make for peace, and the things whereby one may ediſy 
another. | 

Sunday 21, In the evening I explained the ex- 
ceeding great and precious promiſes which are given us: 
A ſtrong confirmation whereof I read, in a plain, 
artleſs account, of a child, whoſe body then lay be- 
fore us, The ſubſtance of this was as follows. 

e John Woolley was for ſome time in your ſchool. 
But was turned out for his ill behaviour : Soon after 
he ran away from his parents, lurking about for ſe- 
veral days and nights together, and hiding himſelf 

in holes and corners, that his mother might not find 
bim. During this time he ſuffer'd both hunger and 

cold. Once he was three whole days without ſuſ- 

. tenance, ſometimes weeping and praying by him- 

elf, and ſometimes playing with other looſe boys. 

| One night he came to the New-Room, Mr. Weſ- 

ley was then ſpeaking of diſobedience to parents. 

He was quite confounded, and thought there never 

was in the world, ſo wicked a child as himſelf, He 

went home, and never ran away any more, His 
mother ſaw the change in his whole behaviour, but 
knew not the cauſe, | | 

He would often get up ſtairs by himſelf to prayer, 
and often go alone into the fields, having done with 
all his idle companions. | 

And now the devil began to ſet upon him with all 
his might, continually tempting him to ſeif-murder, 

| | C2 Sometimes 
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Sometimes he was vehemently preſt to hang himſelf, 


_ ſometimes to leap into the river. But this only made 


him the more earneſt in prayer: In which after he 
Nad been one day wreſtling with God, he ſaw him- 
ſelf, he faid, ſurrounded on a ſudden with an inex- 
preſſible light, and was ſo filled with joy and the 
love of God, that he ſcarce knew where he was, 
and with ſuch love to all mankind, that he could 


have laid himſelf on the ground, for his worſt ene- 


mies to trample upon. . 

From this time his father and mother were ſur- 
prized at him, he was ſo diligent to help them in all 
things. When they went to the preaching, he was 
careful to give their ſupper to the other children: 
and when he had put them to bed, hurried away to 
the room, to light his father or mother home. Mean— 
time, he loit no opportunity of hearing the preach- 
ing himſelf, or of doing any good he could either at 


Home or in any place where he was, 


One day walking in the fields, he fell into talk 
with a farmer, who ſpoke very ſlightly of religion, 
John told him, he ought not to talk ſo; and inlarged 
upon that word of the Apoſtle, (which he begged 
him to conſider deeply) Without holineſs no man all 


fee the Lord, The man was amazed; caught the 


child in his arms, and knew not how to part with 
is father and mother once hearing him ſpeak 
pretty loud in the next room, liſtened to hear what 


he faid, He was praying thus: © Lord, I do not 


expect to be heard for my much ſpeaking. Thou 


knoweſt my heart. Thou knoweſt my wants,” He 
then deſcended to particulars. Afterward he prayed 


very earneſtly for his parents, and for his brothers 
and ſiſters by name: Then for Mr. John aud Charlcs 
Weſley, that God would ſet their faces as a flint, 
and give them to go on, conquering and to conquer: 
Then for all the other miniſters he could remember 
by name, and for all that were, or deſired to be, 
true miniſters of Chrilt. . 

In the beginning of his illneſs, his mother aſked 


him, If he wanted any thing? He anſwered, “No- 


thing but Chriſt, and 1 am as ſure of Him, 1 1 1 
| | 1a 
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had Him already,” He often ſaid, „O mother, if 
all the world believed in Chriſt, what a happy world 
would it be? And they may, For Chriſt died for 
every ſoul of man. I was the worſt of ſinners, and 
He died for me, O Thou that calleſt the worſt of 
ſinners, call me. O, it is a free gift, I am ſure I 


have done nothing to deſerve it.” 


On Wedneſday he ſaid to his mother, © I am in 
very great trouble for my father, He has always 
takea an honeſt care of his family, But he does not 
know God: If he dies in the (tate he is in now, he 
cannot be ſaved. I have prayed for him, and will 


roy for him, * If God ſhould give him the true 


aith, and then take him to Himſelf, do not you fear : 
Do not you be troubled, God has promiſed to be a 


Father to the fatherleſs and a huſband to the widow, 


I will pray for him and you in heaven : And I hope 
we ſhall ſing Hallelujah in heaven together,” | 

To his eldeſt ſiſter he ſaid, „Do not puff yourſelf 
up with pride, When you receive your Wages, 
which is not much, lay it out in plain neceſſaries. 


- And if you are inclined to be merty, do not ſing 


ſongs: That is the devil's diverſion : There are many 
lies and ill things in thoſe idle ſongs, Do you ſing” 
pſalms and hymns, Remember your Creator in the 
days of your youth, When you are at work, you 
may lift up your heart to God, And be ſure never' 
to riſe or go to bed, without aſking his bleſſing.” | 
He added, I ſhall die. But do not cry for me. 
Why ſhould you cry for me? Conſider what a joy- 
ful thing it is, to have a brother go to heaven, I am 
not a man, I am but a boy. But is it næ in the 
Bible, Out of the mouths of babes and ſucklings Thou © 
haſt ordained ſtrengtn? I know where I am going. 
I would not be without, this knowledge for a thous 
ſand worlds, For though I am not in heaven yet, 
1 am as ſure of it, as if I was.” 

On Wediieſday night, he wreſtled much with God: 


in prayer. At laſt, throwing his arms open, he cried, 


6 Come, come, Lord Jeſus! I am thine. Amen 
and Amen,” He ſaid, „God anſwers me in my 


* N. B. His father died Dot long after. 
3 heart, 


(630 5 1742. 


heart, Be of good chear: Thou haſt overcome the 


world:” And immediately after, he was filled 
with love and joy unlpeakable. 
He ſaid to his mother, „ That ſchool was the 

ſaving of my ſoul; for there I began to ſeek the 
Lord, But how is it, that a perſon no ſooner begins 
10 ſeek the Lord, but Satan ſtrait ſtirs up all his 
inſtruments againſt him ? ” | 
When he was in agony, of pain he cried out, O 
Saviour give me patience, Thou haſt given me pa- 
tience. But give me more. Give me thy love, and 
pain 1s nothing. I have deſerved all this, and a 
thouſand times more. For. there is no fin but I have 
been guilty of,” | 
A while after he ſaid, „O. mother, how is this? 
If a man does not do his work, the maſters in the 
.world will not pay him his wages. But it is not ſo 
with God. He gives me good wages, and yet I am 
ſure I have done nothing to gain them, O it is a free 
gift. It is free for every ſoul. For Chriſt has died 
for all.” 8 | 

On Thurſday morning his mother aſked him, How 


he did? He ſaid, „ have had much ſtruggling to 


night. But my Saviour is ſo loving to me, I do not 
mind it: it is no more than nothing to me.“ 

Then he ſaid, „I deſire to be buried from the 
room, and I defire Mr, Weſley would preach a ſer- 


mon over me, on thole words of David (unleſs he 
thinks any other to be more fit) Before I was afflifted 


T went aſiray + but now 1 have kept thy word. 


1 aſked him, How do you find yourlelf now? He 
ſaid, „In great pain, but full of love.“ I aſked, But 


does not the love of God overcome pain? He an- 
ſwered, „es! pain is nothing to me. I did ling 


raiſes to the Lord in the midſt of my greateſt pain. 


And I could not help it.” I aſked him, If he was 
willing to die? He replied, O yes; with all my 
heart. I ſaid, But if life and death were ſet be- 


fore you, what would you chooſe. then? He an- 


ſwered, To die and to be with Chriſt. I long to 
be out of this wicked world.” | 

On Thuiſday night he ſlept much ſweeter than be 

had done for ſome time before. In the morning he 
| begged 
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begged to ſee Mr. John Weſley. When Mr, Weſley 


came, and after ſome other queſtions, aſked him, 
What he ſhould pray for? He ſaid, © That God 
would give him a clean heart, and renew a right 
ſpirit within him.“ When prayer was ended, he 
ſeemed much enlivened and ſaid, „ I thought I 
ſhould have died to day, But I mult not bein 
haſte. I am content to ſtay, I will tarry the Lord's 
leiſure,” | 
On Saturday, one aſked, If he ſtill choſe to die P 
He ſaid, „I have no will: my will is reſigned to the- 
will of God. But I ſhall die. Mother, be not 
troubled. I ſhall go away like a lamb,” 1 
On Sunday he ſpoke exceeding little. On Mon- 
day his ſpeech began to faulter. On Tueſday it was 
gone; but he was fully in his ſenſes, almoſt con- 
tinually lifting up his eyes to heaven, On Wedneſ- 
day his ſpeech being reſtored, his mother ſaid, 
60 3 you have not been with your Saviour to 
night.” He replied, “Ves, I have.” She aſked, 
„ What did he ſay? ”” He anſwered, « He bid me 
not be afraid of the Devil. For he had no power 
to hurt me at all, but I ſhould tread him under my 
feet.“ He lay very quiet on Wedneſday night. The 
next morning he ſpent in continual prayer: often 
repeating the Lord's prayer, and earneſtly come 
mending his ſoul into the hands of God, 
He then called for his little brother and ſiſter to 
kiſs them; and for his mother, whom he deſired to 
kiſs him. Then (between nine and ten) he ſaid, 
% Now, let me kiſs on which he did, and im- 
mediately fell aſleep. 3 
He lived ſome months above thirteen years. 
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5 Sunday 28, In the evening, 1 ſet out for Wales. 
I! lay that night about ſix miles from Briſtol, and 
* preached in the morning, March 1, to a ſew of the 
> neighbours, We then haſtened to the paſſage: but 
> the boat was gone, half an hour before the uſual 
time. Sol was obliged to wait till five in the af- 


ternoon; we then let out with a fair breeze. But 
When we were nearly half over the river, the wind 
entirely failed, The boat could not bear up «againſt 
the evbing-tide, but was driven down among the 
rocks. 
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rocks on one of which we made ſhift to ſerabble up- 
whence about ſeven we got to land. 


That. night I went forward about five miles, and 


the next morning came to Cardiff, There I had the 


pleaſure of meeting Mr, Jones of Fonmon, {till 
3 on into all the fulneſs of God, I rode with 

im to Wenvo, The church was throughly filled, 
while I explained the former part of the Second 
Leſſon, concerning the barren fig-tree; and the 


power of the Lord was preſent both to wound and 


to heal. 


I explained in the evening at Fonmon, though in 
weakneſs and pain, How Jeſus ſaveth us from our 


fans, The next morning at eight I preached at Boles 


ſton, a little town four miles from Fonmon, Thence 
I rode to Lantrifſent, and ſent to the Miniſter, to 
deſire the uſe of his church. His anſwer was, He 
ſhould have been very willing ; but the Biſhop had 


forbidden him.” By what law? I am not legally 


convicted, either of Hereſy or any other crime. By 
what authority then am I ſuſpended from preach- 
ing ? By bare-faced arbitrary power. 


Another- Clergyman immediately offered me his 


church, But it being too far off, I preached in a 
large room: Spent a little time with the Society in 
prayer and exhortation, and then took horſe for 


Cardiff, 


Thurſday, March 4. About noon J preached at La- 


niſſan, and was afterward much refreſhed in meeting. 


the little earneſt Society, I preached at Cardiff at 
ſeven, on Be not righteous overmuch, to a larger congre- 


* gation than before: And then exhorted the Society, 
To fear only, the being over wicked, or the falling. 


ſhort of the full image of God. | 
Friday 5. I talked with one, who uſed frequently 


to fay, © I pray God, I may never have this New 


Faith. 1 defire, that I may not know my fins for- 
given, till I come to die,” But as ſhe was ſome 
weeks fince reading the Bible at home, the clear 
light broke in upon her ſoul. She knew, All her 


fins were blotted out, and cried aloud, © My Lord. 


and my God,” 
In 
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In the evening 1 expounded, This is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith, We afterwards. 
admitted ſeveral new members into the Society, and 
were greatly comforted together. Saturday 6, I left 
Cardiff, and about eight in the evening came to 
Briſtol. | 5 ; 

Wedneſday 10. I was with a gentlewoman, whoſe 
diſtemper has puzzled the moſt eminent phyſicians 
for many years: It being ſuch as they could neither: 
give any rational account of, nor find any remedy” 
for. The plain caſe is, She is tormented by an evil 
ſpirit, following her day and night, Yea, try all 
your drugs over and over: But at length it will 
plainly appear, That this kind goeth not out, but by 
prayer and faſting, | | 

Friday 12. I read part of Dr. Cheyne's natural 
method of curing diſeaſes: Of which I cannot but ob- 
ſerve, it is one of the moſt ingenious books which 
I ever ſaw. But what epicure will ever regard 
it? For «the man talks againſt good eating and 
drinking!“ 8 | ' 

Our Lord was gloriouſly preſent with us at the 
watch-night : So that my voice was loſt in the cries. 
of the people, After midnight about an hundred 
of us walked home together, ſinging and rejoicing 
and praiſing God, 

Friday 19. 1 rode once more to Pensford, at the 
earneſt requeſt of ſeveral ſerious people. The place 
where they deſired me to preach was a little green 
ſpot, near the town. But I had no ſooner begun, 
than a great company of rabble hired (as we alter- 
wards found) for that purpoſe, came furiouſly upon 
us, bringing a bull which they had been baiting,” 
and now {trove to drive in among the people. But 
the beaſt was wiſer than his drivers, and continuall 
ran, either on one ſide of us or the other, while: 
we quietly ſang praiſe to God, and prayed for about 
an hour. The poor wretches finding themſelves diſ- 
appointed, at length ſeized upon the bull, now 
weak and tired, after having been ſo long torn and 
beaten both by dogs and men, and by main ſtrength, ' 
partly dragged and partly thruſt him in among the 
people, When they had forced their OI 
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little table on which I ſtood, they ſtrove ſeveral 
times to throw it down, by thruſting the helpleſs 
beaſt againſt it, who of himſelf ſtirred no more than 
a log of wood, I once or twice put aſide his head 
with my hand, that the blood might not drop upon 
my cloaths; intending to go on, as foon as the hurry 
ſhould be a little over. But the table falling down, 


ſome of our friends caught me in their arms, and. 


carried me right away on their ſhoulders, while the 
rabble wreaked their vengeance on the table, which 
they tore bit from bit, We went a little way off, 
where I finiſhed my diſcourſe, without any noiſe or 
interruption. 

Sunday 21, In the evening I rode to Marſhfield 
and on Tueſday in the afternoon came to London, 
Wedneſday 24, I preached for the laſt time, in the 
French chapel at Wapping, on, If ye continue in my 
word, then are ye my diſciples indeed. 

Thurſday 23. I appointed ſeveral earneſt and ſen- 
fible men to meet me, to whom I ſhowed the great 
difficulty I had long found, of knowing the people 
who deſired to be under my care, After much diſ- 
courſe, they all agreed, There could be no better 
way, to come to a ſure, thorough knowledge of each 
perſon, than to divide them into claſſes like thoſe at 

Briftol, under the inſpe&ion of thoſe in whom I 
could moſt confide, This was the origin of our 
Claſſes at London, for which I can never ſufficiently 
Praiſe God: The unipeakable uſefulne's of the in- 
ſtitution, having ever ſince been more and more 
manifeſt, - | 

Wedneſday 31. My brother ſet out for Oxford, 
In the evening I called upon Ann Calcut. She had 
been ſpeechleſs for ſome time. But almolt as ſoon 


as we began to pray, God reſtored her ſpeech, She 


then witneſſed a good confeſſion indeed, I expected 
to ſee her no more: But from that hour the fever 
left her, and in a few days ihe aroſe and walked, 
glorifying God, | 

Sunday, April 4. About two in the afternoon ; 
being the time my brother was preaching at Oxford, 
before the Univerſity, I deſired a few perſons to 
mect with me and join in prayer, We continued 
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herein much longer than we at firſt deſigned, and 
believed we had the petition we aſked of God. 

Friday g. We had the firſt watch-night in London, 
We commonly chuſe for this folemn ſervice, the 
Friday night, neareſt the full moon, either before or 
after, that thoſe of the congregation who live at a 
diſtance, may have light to their ſeveral homes, 
The ſervice begins at half an hour paſt eight, and 
continues till a little after midnight, We have often 
found a peculiar blefling at theſe ſeaſons. There is 
generally a deep awe upon the congregation, per- 
haps in ſome meaſure owing to the ſilence of the 
night: particularly in ſinging the hymn with which 
we commonly conclude : | 


„% Hearken to the ſolemn Voice! 
The awful midnight Cry! 

Waiting Souls, Rejoice, Rejoice, 
And feel the Bridegroom nigh,” 


April 16. Being Good-Friday, I was defired to call 
on one that was ill at Iſlington, I found there ſe- 
veral of my old acquaintance, who loved me once 
as the apple of their eye, By ſtaying with them but 
a little I was clearly convinced, That was I to ſtay 
but one week among them, (unleſs the providence 
of God plainly called me ſo to do) I ſhould be as 
ſtill as poor Mr, St. I felt their words as it were 
thrilling through my veins, So ſoft! So pleaſing 
to nature! It ſeemed our religion was but a heavy, 
coarle thing; nothing fo delicate, ſo refined as theirs, 
1 wonder any perſon of taſte (that has not faith) can 
{tand before them ! 

Sunday 18, In the afternoon, one who had taſted 
the love of God, but had turned again to folly, was 
deeply convinced, and torn as it were in pieces, by 
guilt and remorſe and fear, And even after the ſer— 
mon was ended, ſhe continued in the ſame agony, it 
ſeemed bo h of body and ſoul, Many of us were 
then met together in another part of the houſe; but 
her cries were ſo picrcing, though at a diſtance, that 
1 could not pray, nor hardly. ſpeak, being quite 
chilled every time I heard them. I aſked, whether 
it were belt to bring her in, or ſend her out of the 
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houſe? It being the general voice, ſhe was brought 
in, and we cried to God, to heal her backſliding, 
We ſoon found we were aſking according to his will, 
He not only bad her depart in peace, but filled many 
others, till then heavy of heart, with peace and joy 
in believing, | | 

Monday 19. At noon I preached at Brentford, and 
again about ſeven in the evening, Many who had 
threatened to do terrible things were preſent : but 


they made no diſturbance at all. 


Tueſday 20. Was the day on which our noiſy 


neighbours had agreed, to ſummon all their forces 
together: a great number of whom came early in the 
evening, and planted themſelves as near the deſk as 


poſſible, But he that fitteth in heaven laughed 
them to ſcorn, The greater part ſoon vaniſhed 
away; and to ſome of the reſt, I truſt his word 
came with the demonſtration of his ſpirit, 

Friday 23. 1 ſpent an agreeable hour, with Mr, 
Wh-—. I believe he is ſincere in all he ſays, con- 
cerning his earneſt deſire of joining hand in hand, 


with all that love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, But if (as 


ſome would perſuade me) he is not, the loſs is all 
on his own fide. I am juſt as I was, I go on my 


way, whether he goes with me, or ſtays behind, 


Sunday 25. At five I preached in Redcliff-Square, 


near Stepney, on, I came not to call the righteous,” but 
\ finners to repentance. A multitude of them were ga- 
'thered together before I came home, and filled the 
Street above and below the Foundery. Some who 


apprehended we ſhould have but homely treatment, 


begged me to go in as ſoon as poſſible, But I told 
them, No: provide you for yourſelves, But I 


have a meflage to deliver firſt,” I told them, after 


a few words, « Friends, let every man do as he 
Pleales. But it is my manner when I ſpeak of the 


things of God, or when another. does, to uncover 
my head: which I accordingly did, and many of 


them did the ſame, I then exhorted them, to re- 


pent and believe the _ Not a few of them 
appeared to be deeply affected. Now, Satan, count 
thy gains, 
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Monday 26, I called on one who was ſorrowing as 
without hope, for her ſon, who was turned again to 
folly, 1 adviſed her, to wreſtle with God for his 
ſoul, And in two days, he brought home the wan» 
dering ſheep, fully convinced of the error of his 
ways, and determined to chuſe the better part. 

Saturday, May 1. One called, whom I had often 


. adviſed, “Not to hear them that preach ſmooth 


things,” But ſhe could not believe there was any 
danger therein, © Seeing we were all (ſhe ſaid) chile 
dien of God,” The effects of it which now ap- 
peared in her were theſe: 1, She was grown above 
meaſure wiſe in her own eyes, She knew eve 

thing as well as any could tell her, and needed not 
to be taught of man. 2. She utterly deſpiſed all her 
brethren, ſaying, ** They were all in the dark; the 

knew not what faith meant. g. She deſpiled her 
teachers as much, if not more than them: ſaying, 
«© They knew nothing of the goſpel ; they preached 
nothing but the law, and brought all. into bondage 
who minded what they ſaid,” Indeed, ſaid ſh», 
after I had heard Mr, Sp— I was amazed: for I 


never ſince heard you preach one good ſermon, And 


I faid to my huſband, My dear, did Mr, Weſley 
always preach fo? And he ſaid, Ves, my dear: 
but your eyes were not opened.” 

Thurſday 6. I deſcribed that falling away, ſpoken 
of by St. Paul to the Theilalonians, which we ſo ter- 
ribly feel to be already come, and to have over- 
{pread the iſo called) Chriſtian world, One of my 
hearers was highly oftended at my ſuppoſing any of 
the Church of England to be concerned in this, 
But his ſpeech ſoon bewrayed him to be of no 
Church at all, zealous and orthodox as h& was, So 
that after I had appealed to his own heart, as well 


as to all that heard him, he retired with confuſion 


of face, | 1 

Saturday 8. One of Fetter-Lane mentioning a let- 
ter he had received from a man in Lincolnſhire, 
I read and deſired a copy of it: part of which is as 
follows: | 
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| ; | May 3, 1742. 
Samuel Meggot, to Richard Ridley, 
BROTHER, | | | 

&« I have now much communion with thee, and 


de ſire to have more, — But till now I found a great 
gulph between us, ſo that we could not one paſs to 


the other. Therefore thy letters were very death 
to me, and thou waſt to me as a branch broke off 
and thrown by to wither, — Yet I waited, if the 


Lord ſhould pleaſe to let us into the ſame union we 


had before. So the Lord hath given'it, And in 
the ſame I write; deſiring it may continue until 
death. | 

1 wrote before to thee and John Harriſon, „Be 
not afraid to be found finners,” hoping you would 
not ſeparate the law from the ſpirit, until the fleſh 
was found dead, For I think our hearts are dil- 
covered by the law, yea, every tittle, and con- 
demned by the ſame, Ihen are we quickened in 
the ſpirit, Juilice cannot be ſeparated from mercy : 
neither can they be one greater than the other, 
Keep the commanaments and I will pray the Father, and 
he ſhall give you another comfourier, Mark that! Thy 


ins be forgwen thee, Ariſe, take up thy bed and wal, 


Here is work before mercy, and mercy before work, 
— So then, through the law by faith our heart is 
pure — Beware theretore of them, who while they 

romiſe you liberty, 21e themſelves the ſervants of 


corruption. O deid faith, that cannot always live 


ure! Treacherous Judzs, that thus betrayeſt thy 
laſter! — | . 5 
Let the law arraign you, till Jeſus Chriſt bring 
forth judgment in vour hearts unto victory. Yea, let 
vour hearts be open wide, receiving both, that the 
one may conhrm the other, So thou liveſt ſo much 
in the Son's righteouſnets, that the law ſaith, I have 
nought againſt thee — This is faith, that thus con- 
quers the old man, in putting him off, and puttin 
on Chriſt. Purify your hearts by faith : ſo ſhall the 
temple of God be holy and the altar therein, that 
ſpiritual Iacriices may be offercd, W to the 
Oord. 
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Lord, Now if any man be otherwiſe minded let 
him be aſhamed. For if there. lives any of ourſelf 


in us, that one branch of nature, that one member, 


ſhall cauſe the whole man to burn everlaſtingly. 
Let as many as know not this perfection, which is 
by Jeſus Chriſt, preſs forward by faith till they 
come to the experimental knowledge of it. 

But how many ſouls have I ſeen walhed, and 
turned again to the wallowing in their ſins, -O that 
Lamb! How is he put to an open ſhame again, Who 


had once reconciled them to the Father ! 


Now I would write a little of the travel of my 
own foul. I thought myſelf right long ſince. But 
when the light of life came, I ſaw myſelf ready to 
die in my fins, — I had faith; but I had it by know- 
ledge and not in power, Yet by this faith I had 
great liberty, — Nevertheleſs this faith kept my heart 
corrupt, and the whole man of fin alive, — My way 
of proceeding was thus, Sometimes I was over- 
taken in a fault, and ſo was put to a ſtand a little, 


But as foon as I could, I would wipe myſelf by 


knowledge, ſaying, «„ Chriſt died for ſinners.“ I 


Was right io far and no farther. He died for ſin- 


ners; but not to fave him that continues in his fins. 
For whomſocver he cleanles they are clean indeed: 
firſt ſinners, then ſaints, and ſo they remain. B 

and by I was overtaken again: and the oftener I 
was overtaken the ſtronger I thought mylelf in the 
Lord. Yea, for my corruptions ſake 1 was forced 
to get more knowledge, or cle I ſhould have been 
condemned, So J arrived at luch a pitch of know- 
ledge” (i. e. of notional faith) © that I could cru- 
city Chriſt with one hand, and take pardon with 


the other; ſo that I was always happy. — Here was 


the myltery of iniquity, conceived in my heart. 
For it led me to this; if I was to take of any man's 
goods, I would lay or think, „I am a ſinner of my- 
telf; but Chriſt died for me + ſo his righteouſneſs is 
mine.“ And farther, I could not ſee, but if I was 
to kill a man, yet ſhouid I be pure. So great a friend 
to hn and the devil was I, that I would have made 
un and the devil to become the righteoulneſs of God 
1 in 
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in Chriſt: yea, that I began to love him whom the 
Lord hath reſerved for everlaſting fire. — 

So I held Chriſt without, and the devil within. 
This is a myſtery, that I ſhould feel myſelf ſafe and 
Pure, and yet the devil to be in me. Judge who 
gave me this purity, and taught me to be thus per- 
fett in Chriſt! But e'er long that began to break 
forth in action, which I had conceived in my heart. 
But it was the Lord's will I ſhould not go far, be- 
fore I was again brought under the law. Then did 
I ſtand ſtript end naked of that knowledge, I wiſh 
all who are ſo deceived as I was, were brought un- 
der the law, that they might learn what 1t 1s to 
come to Jeſus Chriſt, And I wiſh them not to paſs 
from under the law, till they clearly ſee the end of 
the law come into their hearts, | 

The law being mixed with faith makes it quick 
and powerful. For as the law will not leave one 


hair of our heads uncondemned, ſo faith will not 


leave one unreconciled. And bleſſed is he who 
lives in the ſame reconciliation, and turns not as a 
dog to his vomit, Then ſhall he be called the child 
of God, who cannot fin, becauſe his ſeed remaineth 
in him, — | 1 

Thou writeſt, “ Jeſus makes it manifeſt to thee, 
that thou art a great finner,” That is well; and if 


more, it would be better for thee, Again, thou 


Jayeſlt, „Since thou firſt receivedſt a full and free 
pardon for all thy fins, thou haſt received fo many 
freſh pardons, that they are quite out of count.” 
And this thou ſayeſt, is ſpoken „ to thy own ſhame 
and thy Saviour's praiſe.” Come, my brother, let 
us both be more aſhamed, Let us fee where we are, 
and what we are doing to the Lamb, We are not 
glorifying bim: (let us not miſtake ourſelves thus) 
we are crucifying him afreſh, We are putting him 
to an open {hame, and bringing ſwift damnation on 
our own heads, 

Again thou ſayeſt, © Though thy ſins be great and 
many, yet thy Saviour's grace is greater.” Thou 
ſayeſt right: or elſe, How ſhould we have been 
cleanſed? But his great cleanſing power does not 
deſign, that we ſhould become foul again: _ 
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call us away in our uncleanneſs, and we periſh for 
ever, For it will not profit us, that we were once 
cleanſed, if we be found in uncleanneſs. 

Take heed to thyſelf, that the knowledge that 1s 
in thee deceive thee not, For thou vriteſt ſo to my 
expeiience, that I can tell thee as plain how thou 
art, or plainer than thou canſt thyſelf. Thou ſayeſt, 
© After thou haſt done ſomething amils, thou needeſt 
not to be unhappy one moment, if thou wilt but go- 
to thy Saviour, Is not this the very ſtate I have 
mentioned? O that that knowledge was caſt out! 
So ſhouldit thou always do the things that pleaſe 
the Father. O my dear brother, how art thou be- 
witched by the deceiver of thy foul ? Thou art a 
ftranger to the Saviour, who 1s gone to heaven, to- 


give repentance to his people and remiſſion of fins. 
I am afraid, the devil is thy ſaviour: More of him 


is manifeſt in thee, than of CHRIST. He tells thee,. 
Thou art pure and waſhed : But he couzens thee., 
Yea, his deceitfulneſs cries out for vengeance, Vet 
he would be a Chriſt or a God. 

Thou fayeſt, thou „ halt need of remiſſion of fins 
every day.“ Yes, ſo thou haſt : And more. Thou 
haſt necd every moment; ſo ſhouldſt thou be clean;. 
for this every moment ſhould be eternity to thy ſoul. 

hou thankeſt Gop that 4 He hath provided ſuch» 
an high prieſt for thee,” Let Him be thine : 80 
ſhalt thou be ruled-by Him every moment. What? 
Is He ſuch a laviour as can cleanſe us from: fin,. and 
not keep us in the ſame? Judge: where thou art.. 
Thou and I and many more were once made pure. 
And we were pure while we believed the ſame, and 
were kept by the Father for his own name's ſake. 
But how long did we thus believe? Let every man 
judge himſelf. | | 

Now, my brother, anſwer for thyſelf. Doſt thou: 
believe, That thou. mult always have this thy. heart,. 


which is corrupted through and through with fin ? 


L lay, Doſt thou believe, thy heart muſt be thus un- 


pure? Lf thou doſt, the ſame doQrine muſt be 
preached to thee which was at firſt. Ve mult re- 


| ceive the Holy GH that is, thou muſt be brought 
to the firſt remiſſion, and. there thou, wilt ſee [#5 vs: 
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laid lain in thy heart, This thy firſt purity I will 


acknowledge, and none elle, I believe the foun- 
dation of life was once in thee, But many together 
with thee have fallen away. Thou heareſt how I 
acknowledge thee and where and no where cle, 
And herein I have communion with thee in my 


ſpirit, and hope it will continue to the end,” *® — 


Sunday 9. I preached in Charles-Squarc, to the 


largeſt congregation I have ever ſeen there, Many 
. of the baſer people would fain have interrupted, 


But they found after a time, it was loſt labour. One 


who was more ſerious, was (as ſhe afterwards con- 


felt) exceeding angry at them. But ſhe was quick- 
ly rebuked, by a ſtone which light upon her head, 


and ſtruck her down to the ground, In that mo- 


ment her anger was at an end, and love cnly filled 
her heart, | 
Wedneſday 12. I waited on the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury with Mr. Whitefield, and again on Fri- 
day: As alſo on the Biſhop of London, I truſt if 
we ſhould be called to appear before princes, we 
ſhou!d not be aſhamed, © | 
Monday 17. I had defigned this morning to ſet 
out for Briſtol; but was unexpectedly prevented, 
In the afternoon I received a letter from Leiceſter- 
ſhire, preſſing me to come without delay, and pay 
the laſt office of friendſhip to one whole ſoul was 
on the wing for eternity, On Thurſday 20, I ſet 


out, The next afternoon, I ſtopt a little at New- 


port-Pagnell, and then rode on till I overtook a ſe- 


Tious man, with whom 1 immediately fell into con- 


verſation, He preſently gave me to know, What 
his opinions were; therefore I ſaid nothing to con- 


tradict them. But that did not content him. He 


was quite uneaſy to know, © Whether I held the 


doctrine of the Decrees as he did: But I told him 


over and over, We had better keep to practical 
things, leſt we ſhould be angry at one another,” 


And ſo we did for two miles, till he caught me un- 


* Mr. Meggot fell into the very ſame ſnare, againſt which he ſo 


earneitly warned his friend; but afterwards recovered, and lived end 


died a faithful Preacher and witneſs of the Truth as it is in Jeſus, 
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awares, and dragged me into the diſpute before f 
knew where I was, He then grew warmer and 
warmer: told me, © I was rotten at heart, and ſup- 

oſed I was one of John Welley's followers,” I 
told him, „No, I am John Weſley himſelf.“ Upon 
which 


Improviſum aſpris veluti qui ſentibus anguem | 
Preſſit 


he would gladly have run away outright, But being 
the better mounted of the two, I kept cloſe to his 
fide, and endeavoured to ſhew him his heart, till 
we came into the ſtreet of Northampton, Saturday 
22, About five in the afternoon, I reached Don- 
nington- Park. g 
Mifs Cowper was juſt alive. But as ſoon as we 
came in, her ſpirit greatly revived, For three days 
we rejoiced in the grace of God, whereby. ſhe. was 
fi.led with a hope full of immortality ; with meek- 
neſs, gentleneſs, patience and humble love, knows 
ing in whom ſhe had believed, | 
Tueſday 25, I ſet out early in the morning with 
John Taylor, (fince ſettled in London) and Wed- 


neſday 26, at eight or nine o'clock, reached Birſtal, 


Ax miles beyond Wakeheld. 

John Nelfon had wrote to me ſome time before»: 
But at that time I had little thought of ſeeing him. 
Hearing he was at home, I ſent for him to our inn: 
Whence he immediately carried me to his houſe; 
and gave me an account of the ſtrange manner 
wherein he had been led on, from the time of our 
parting at London, | . 

He had full buſineſs there and large wages. But 
from the time of his finding peace with God, it was 
continually upon his mind, That he muſt return 
(though he knew not why) to his native place. He 
did {o, about Chriſtmas, in the year 1740. His re- 
lations and acquaintance ſoon began to enquire, - 
„ What he thought of this new faith?” And 
whether he believed, There was any ſuch: thing, as 
a man's knowing that his fins were forgiven? John 
told them poiat blank, That “ this new faith as the 


called it, was the old faith of the goſpel: And that 


he 
. 


r 
n 3 
* 3 5 — 
; * 2 - —— 
F 3 2 2 
* 1 F r [IX * 


r 


I Sn 
— bun "ICON IG 


— 
_= ——ũ—ä—— —— —ñ—ꝓ 
2 — — 4p 


5 
: 
> 
3 
* 
£55 
" 
* 
FP | 
7 
$ 
4 
1 
"1m 
\ "i 
* 
6 
i 


Ct 44 } May, 1742. 
he himſelf was as fute his fins were forgiven, as he 
could be of the ſhining of the ſun,” This was ſoon 
noiled abroad: More and more came to inquire, . 
concerning theſe ſtrange things, Some put him 
upon the proof of the great truths, which ſuch in- 
quiries naturally led him to mention. And thus he 
was brought unawares to quote, explain, compare ' 
and inſorce ſeveral parts of Scripture, This he did 
at Grit, fitting in his houſe, till the company in- 
'ercaſed fo that the houlc could not con:ain them. 
Then he ſtood at the door, Which he was com— 
monly obliged to do, in the eyening, as toon as he 
came from work, God immediately ſet his teal to 
what was ſpoken: and ſeveral beheved, and therc- 
fore declared, That God was merciful allo to their 
unrighteouſnelſs, and had forgiven all their fins, 

Mr. Ingham hearing of this, came to Birſtal, en- 
quired into the facts, talked with John himſelf, and 
examined him with the cloſeſt exattneſs, both touch- 
ing his knowledge and ſpiritual experience. After 
which he encouraged him to proceed, and preſt nim 
as often as he had opportunity, to come to any of 
the places where him{cif had been, and ſpeak to 
the people as God ſhould enable him. | 

But. he ſoon gave offence, both by his plainneſs 
of ſpeech, and. adviling people to go to church and 
facrament, Mr. Ingham reproved him; but finding 
him incor: 1gible, forbad any that were in his So- 
- Gieties to hear him. But being perſuaded, this 1s 

the will of God concerning him, he continues to 

this hour working, in the day, that he may be bur- 
thenſome to no man, and in the evening teſtifying 
the truth as it is in Feſcs, 

| preached. at. noon, on the top of B r{tal-hill, to 
ſeveral hundreds of plain cople :. and -{pent the af- 
ternoon, in talking ſeverally with thoſe, who had: 
talted of the grace of God, All of: theſe, I found: 
had been vehemently preit, © Not to run about to 
church and facrament,” and to“ keep their re- 
lig'on to themleives; to be ſti. l;, not to talk about 
what they had experienced,” At eight I preached: 
on the de of Dewſbury-moor, about two miles 
rom BUſtal, and. carneſtly exhorted. all who be- 
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lieved, To wait upon God in his own ways, and to 


let their light ſhine before men. 


| Thurſday 27. We left Birſtal, and on Friday 28, 


came to Newcaſtle-upon-Tyne. 


I read with great expectation, yeſterday and to 
day, Xenophon's memorable things of Socrates, 1 was 
utterly amazed at his want of judgment. How 
many of theſe things would Plato never have men- 
tioned! But it may be well, that we ſee the ſhades 
too of the brighteſt picture in all heathen antiquity, 

We-came to Newcaſtle about fix, and after a ſhort 
refreſhment, walked into the town. I was ſurprized, 
ſo much drunkenneſs, curling and ſwearing (even 
from the mouths of little children) do I never re- 
member to have ſeen and heard before, in ſo ſmall 
a compals of time. Surely this place is ripe for 
Him, who came not to call the righteous but funners 
to repentance, 

Saturday 19, I was informed, that « One Mr. 
Hall had been there about a year before, and had 
preached ſeveral times; but I could not learn, 
that there was the leaſt fruit of his labour. Nor 
could I find any that defired to hear him again, nor 
any that appeared to care for ſuch matters. 

Sunday go. At ſeven I walked down to Sandgate, 
the pooreſt and moſt contemptible part of the town, 
and ſtanding at the end of the ſtreet with John Tay- 
lor, began to fing the hundredth pſalm, Three or 
four people came out to ſee what was the matter, 
who ſoon encrealed to four or five hundred, I ſu 
pole, there might be twelve or fifteen hundred be- 
fore I had done preaching : to whom I applied 
thole folemn words, He was wounded for our tranſ- 
greſſions, He was bruifed for our mniquities ; the cha ſ 
tiſement of our peace was upon Him, and by his firipes 
we are healed, | 

Oblerving the people when I had done to ſtand 
gaping and ſtaring upon me, with the moſt pro- 
found aſtoniſhment, I told them, «If you deſire to 
know who I am, my name is John Weſley, At five 
in the evening, with God's help, I deſign to preach 
here again,” | 
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| ( 46 ) June, 1742. 
At five, the hill on which I deſigned to preach, 


was covered from the top to the bottom, I never 
ſaw ſo large a number of people together, either in 


Moorfields, or at Kennington-Common, I knew it 


was not poſſible for the one half to hear, although 
my voice was then ſtrong and clear, and I ſtood ſo 
as to have them all in view, as they were ranged on 


the fide of the hill. The word of God which I ſet. 


before them was, I will heal their bachſliding, I will 
love them freely. After preaching the poor people 
were ready to tread me under foot, out of pute 
love and kindneſs. It was ſome time before I could 
poſſibly get out of the preſs, I then went back 
enother way than I came, But ſeveral were got to 
our Inn before me; by whom I was vehemently im- 


portuned, to ſtay with them, at leaſt, a few days: 


or, however, one day mere, But 1 could not con- 


| fent ; having given my word, to be at Birſtal, with 


God's leave, on Tueſday night. | 
Some of theſe told me, “ They were members of 
a Religious Society, which had ſubſiſted for many years, 


and had always gone on in a prudent, regular man- 


ner, and been well ſpoken of by all men. The 
likewiſe informed me, what a fine library they had, 
and that the Steward read a Sermon every Sunday.” 
And yet how many of the publicans and harlots will 
go into the kingdom of heaven before theſe | 
Monday gt. About three I left Newcaitle, I read 


over to day the famous Dr. Pitcairn's Works. But 1 


was utterly diſappointed, by that dry, ſour, contro- 
verfial book! We came in the evening to Borough- 
bridge; where to my great ſurprize, the miſtreſs of 
the houſe, though much of a gentlewoman, defred 
ſhe and her family might join with us in prayer. 
They did fo likewiſe between four and five in the 


morning. Perhaps even this ſeed may bring forth 


fruit. 
Tueſday, June 1. As we were riding through 
Knareſborough, not intencling to ſtop there, a young 


man ſtopped me in the lireet, and earneſtly detred 


me to go to his houſe, 1 did ſo. He told me, Our 
talking with a man, as we went through the town 


before, had let many in a flame, and that the rerd | : 
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mon we gave him, had travelled from one end of 
the town to the other.” While I was with him, 
a woman came and deſired to ſpeak with me, I 
went to her houſe, whither five or ſix of her friends 
came, one of whom had been long under deep con- 
viction. We ſpent an hour in prayer, and all our 
Ipirits were refreſhed. 

About one we came to Mr. Moore's, at Beeſton, 


near Leeds, His ſon rode with me after dinrer to 


Birſtal, where (a multitude of people being ga- 
thered from all parts) I explained to them the ſpirit 
of. bondage and adoption, I began about ſeven, 
but could not conclude till half an hour paſt nine. 

Wedneſday 2. 1 was invited to Mrs, Holmes's, 
near Halifax; where I preachcd at noon on Aſt and 
ye tall receive. Thence I rode to Dr. L-—'s, the 
Vicar of Halifax; a candid enquirer after truth, I 
called again upon Mrs. Holmes in my return ; when 
her ſiſter a little ſurprized me, by aſking, . * Ought 
not a Miniſter of Chriſt to do three things, Firſt 
to preach his law, in order to convince of ſin: 
then to offer free pardon through faith in his blood, 
to all convinced finners; and in the third place, to 
preach his law again, as a rule for thoſe that be- 
eve? I think, if any one does otherwile, he is no 
true Miniſter of Chriſt. He divides what God has 
joined, and cannot be ſaid to preach the whole 
goſpel,” py, 

58 at eight near Dewſbury- moor; and at 
eight the next morning, Thurſday g. at Mirfield, 
where I found Mr. I. had been an hour befoie. 
Great part of the day I ſpent in ſpeaking with 
thoſe, who have taited the powers of the world to 
come. By whoſe corcurrent teſtimony I find, That 
Mr. I's method to this day is, 1. To endeavour to per- 
luade them, That they are in a deluſion, and have in- 
deed no faith at all: if this cannot be done, then 
2. To make them keep it to themiclves; and g. 10 
* their going to the church or ſacrament, at 
eaſt to guard them from having any reverence, or 
55 71 to find any bleſling in thole ordinances af 

ad, | 
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In the evening I preached at Atherton, a mile from 
Birſtal, in a broad part of the highway, the people 
being too numerous to be contained in any houſe in 
the town. After preaching, and the next day 1 
ſpoke 'with more, who had, or ſought for redemp- 
tion through Chriſt; all of whom I perceived had 
been adviſed alſo, to put their light under a buſhel ; 
or to forſake the ordinances of God, in order to 
find Chriſt. | 

Friday 4. At noon I preached at Birſtal once 
more. All the hearers were deeply attentive : 
whom I now confidently and chearfully committed 
to the great Shepherd and Biſhop of fouls. 

Hence I rode to Beeſton, Here I met once more 
with the Works of a celebrated author, of whom 
many great men cannot ſpeak without rapture, and 
the ſtrongeſt expreſſions of admiration, I mean 
Jacob Behme, The book I now opened was, his 
Myſterium Magnum, or the Expoſition of Geneſis, 
Being conſcious of my ignorance, I. earneſtly be- 
ſought God to inlighten my underſtanding. 1 ſe- 
riouſly conſidered what I read, and endeavoured to 
weigh it in the balance of the ſanctuary. And what 
can I ſay, concerning the part I read ? I can and 
muſt lay thus much (and that with as full evidence 
as I can ſay, That two and two make four) It is moſt 
ſublime nonſenſe; inimitable bombaſt; fuſtian not 
to be parallel'd! All of a piece with his inſpired 
interpretation, of the word Tetragrammaton On 
which (miſtaking it for the unutterable name itſelf, 
whereas it means only, a word conſiſting of four 
letters) he comments with ſuch exquiſite gravity 
and ſolemnity, telling you the meuning of every 
Hllable of 1! 

Saturday 5. I rode for Epworth. Before we came 
thither, I mace an end of Madam Guyon's ſhort 
method of prayer, and Les Torrents ſpirituels. Ah 
my brethren! I can anſwer your riddle now I have 
plough'd with your heifer. The very words I have 
lo often heard lome of you ule, are not your own, 
no more than they are God's. They ate only re- 
tailed from this poor quietiſt: and that with the ut- 
molt faithfulnels, O that ye knew, how much God 

Py 1S 


June, 1742. 1609 

is wiſer than man! Then would you drop uietiſts 
and mylticks together, and at all hazards keep to 
the plain, practical, written word of God. | 

It being many years ſince I had been in Epworth 
before, I went to an Inn, in the middle of the 
town, not knowing whether there were any left in 
it now, who would not be aſhamed of my acquain- 
tance. But an old ſervant of my father's, with two 
or three poor women, preſently found me out. I 
aſked her, © Do you know any in Epworth who are 
in earneſt to be ſaved? She anſwered, «I am, by 
the grace of God ; and I know I am ſaved through 
faith,” I aſked, © Have you then the peace of God? 
Do you know that he has forgiven your fins? ”” She 
replied, © I thank God, I know it well. And many 
here can ſay the ſame thing.“ 1 
Sunday 6. A little before the Service began, I 

went to Mr. Romley the Curate, and offered to aſ- 
fiſt him either by preaching or reading prayers, But 
he did not care to accept of my aſſiſtance. The 
church was exceeding full in the afternoon, a rue 
mour being {pread, that I was to preach, But the 
ſermon on Quench not the Spirit was not ſuitable to 
the expectation of many of the hearers. Mr. Rom- 
ley told them, © One of the moſt dangerous ways 
of quenching the Spirit was by Enthuſiaſm : and 
enlarged on the charatter of an Enthuſiaſt, in a ver 
florid and oratorical manner. After ſermon John 
Taylor ftood in the church-yard, and gave notice 
as the people were coming out, © Mr, Weſley not 
being permitted to preach in the church, deſigns to 
preach here at ſix o'clock,” 

Accordingly at fix I came, and found ſuch a con- 
gregation, as I believe Epworth never law before. 
1 ſtood near the eaſt end of the church, upon my 
father's tomb-ſtone and cried, The kingdom of heaven 
is not meat and drink ; but righteouſneſs, and peace, 
end joy in the Holy Ghoſt, | 6 

At eight I went to Edward Smith's, where were 
many not only of Epworth, but of Burnham, Haxey, 
Ouſton, Belton, and other villages round about, who 
greatly deſired, That I would come over to them 
and help them, I was now ina ſtrait between t wo: 

E deſiring 


| (30-3 June, 1542. 
deſiring to haſten forward in my journey, and yet 
not knowing how to leave theſe poor bruiſed reeds, 
in the confuſion wherein I found them, John Har- 
riſon it ſeems, and Richard Ridley, had told them, 
in expreſs terms, © All the ordinances are man's in- 
ventions; and if you go to church or ſacrament, 
you will be damned,” Many hereupon wholly for- 
ſook the church, and others knew not what to do. 
At laſt I determined to ſpend ſome days here, that 
I might have time both to preach in each town, and 
to ſpeak ſeverally with thoſe in every place, who 
had found or waited for ſalvation, 

Monday 7. I preached at Burnham, a mile from 
Epworth, on, The ſon of man hath power on earth to 
forgive fins, At eight in the evening I ſtood again 
on my father's tomb, (as I did every evening this 
week) and cried aloud to the earneſtly-attentive con- 
gregation, By grace ye are faved through faith, 

Tueſday 8, I walked to Hibbaldſtow (about ten 
miles from Epworth, ) to ſee my brother and ſiſter, 
The Miniſter of Ouſton, (two miles from Epworth) 
having ſent me word, “I was welcome to preach in 
his church,” 1 called there in my return: But his 
mind being changed, I went to another place in the 
town, and there explained, Thou ſhalt call his name 
J=$8vs; for He all ſave his people from their fins, 
At eight I largely inforced at Epworth the great 
truth (ſo little underſtood in what is called a Chri/- 
tian country) unto him that worketh not, but belicveth 
on him that juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith it counted 
to ham for right eouſneſs. I went thence to the place 
| where the little Society met, which was ſufficiently 
thronged both within and without. Here I found 
ſome from Hainton (a town twenty miles off,) who 
informed us, That Gop had begun a work there 

alſo, and conſtrained ſeveral to cry out, in the bit. 
terneſs of their ſoul, What muſt I do to be ſaved ? 

Wedneſday 9. I rode over to a neighbouring 
town, to wait upon a Juſtice of Peace, a man of 
candour and underſtanding; before whom (I was 
informed) their angry neighbours had carried, a 
whole waggon-load of thele new :hereticks. But 
when he aiked, What they had done? There was a 

| | | deep 
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deep filence ; for that was a point their conduftors 
had forgot. At length one ſaid, + Why they pre- 
tended to be better than other people. And beſides, 
they prayed from morning to night.” Mr, S. aſked, 
But have they done nothing belides? ? © Yes, Sir, 
ſaid an old man, An't pleale your worſhip, they 
have convarted my wife, Till ſhe went among them, 
ſhe had ſuch 2 tongue! And now the is as quiet as 
a lamb.” Carry them back, carry them back, re- 
plied the juſtice, and let them convert all the ſcolds 
in the town.“ | 
I went from hence to Belton, to H- — F=———r's, 
a young man who did once run well; but now laid, 
„He ſaw the devil in every corner of the church, 
and in the face of every one who had been there.“ 
But he was ealily brought to a better mind; I 
preached under a ſhady oak, on, The fon of man 
hath power upon earth to forgive fins, At Epworth, 
in the evening, I explained the ſtory of the Phart- 
ſee and the Publican, And I believe many began 
in that hour to cry out, Gob be merciful to me a 
nnere ö 
f Thurſday 10. I ſpoke ſeverally with all who de- 
fired it, In the evening I explained, . Ye have not re- 
ceived the ſpirit of bondage again unto fear, but —the 
ſpirit of adoption whereby we cry, Abba, Father, I hack 
afterwards an hour's calm converſation with Samuel 
Meggot and James Herbury, What good did Gop 
do by theſe for a time! O let not their latter end be 
worle than the firſt ! | 
Friday 11. I viſited the fick, and thoſe who de- 
fired, but were not able to come to me. At fix I 
preached at Overthorp, near Haxey (a little village 
about two miles from Epworth) on that comfortable 
Scripture, When they had nothing to pay, he frankly 
forgave them both, I preached at Epworth about 
eight on Ezekiel's viſion of the reſurrection of the 
dry bones. And great indeed was the ſhaking 
among them: Lamentation and great mourning 
were heard; Gop bowing their hearts, fo that on 
every fide, as with one accord, they lift up their 
voice and wept aloud, Surely He who ſent his 
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Spirit to breathe upon them, will hear their cry and 
will help them, | | 

Saturday 12. I preached on the righteouſneſs of 
the law and the righteouſneſs of faith. While 1 was 
ipeaking ſeveral dropped down as dead: And among 
the reſt, ſuch a cry was heard, of ſinners groanin 
for the righteouſneſs of faith, us almoſt drownc 
my voice, But many of thele ſoon lifted up their 
heads with joy, and broke out into thankſgiving : 
Being aſſured, they now had the deſire of their 
ioul, the forgiveneſs of their ſins. 5 
I obſerved a gentleman there, who was remark- 
able for not pretending to be of any religion at all. 

J was informed, he had not been at public worſhip 
of any kind, for upwards of thirty years, Seeing 
him ſtand as motionleſs as a ſtatue, I aſked him ab- 

ruptly, „ Sir, Are you a finner?” He replicd 
with a deep and broken voice, „Sinner enough, 

and continued ſtaring upwards, till his wife and a 
fervant or two, who were all in tears, put him into 

his chaiſe and carried him home, EY 

Sunday 13. At leven I preached at Haxey, on, 

What muſt { do to be faved? Thence I went to 

Wroote, of which (as well as Epworth) my father 
was Rector for ſeveral years, Mr, Whitelamb of- 

fering me the church, I preached in the morning, 
on, Aſt, and it all be given you + In the afternoon 
on the difference between the righteouſneſs of the law 
and the righteouſneſs of faith. But the church could 
not contain the people; many of whom came from 
far. And, I truſt, not in vain, _ | | 

At fix I preached for the laſt-tine in Epworth 

church-yard (being to leave the town the next 
morning,) to a vaſt multitude gathered together from 

all parts, on the beginning of our Lozp's ſermon 
on the Mount, I continued among them for near 
three hours: And yet we ſcarce knew how to part, 

O let none think his labour of love is loſt, becaule 

the fruit does not immediately appear. Near forty 
years did my father labour here, But he ſaw little , 
Fruit of all his labour, I took ſome pains among -Z 

this people too: And my ſtrength alſo ſeemed {pent 
in vain, But now the fruit appeared, 2000p Were 
carce 
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ſcarce any in the town, on whom either my father 
or I had taken any pains formerly, but the feed 
ſown ſo long ſince now ſprung up, bringing forth 


. repentance and remiſſion of ſins. 


Monday 14. Having a great "deſire to ſee David 
Taylor, whom Gop had made an inſtrument of 
good to many ſouls, I rode to Sheffield: But not 
fiading him there I was minded to go forward im- 
mediately. However the importunity of the people 
conſtrained me to ſtay, and preach both in the 


evening and in the morning, Tueſday 15. He came. 


I found he had occaſionally exhorted multitudes of 
people in various parts, But after that he had taken 
no thought about them. So that the greater part 
were fallen aſleep again, TOES: 

In the evening I preached on the inward kingdom 
of Goo: In the morning, Wedneſday 16, On the 
ſpirit of fear and the ſpirit of adoption, It was 
now firſt I felt that Gop was here alſo : Though 
not ſo much as at Barley-Hall (five miles from Shet- 
field) where I preached in the afternoon, Many 
were here melted down and filled with love toward 
Him whom Cop hath exalted to be a Prince and 


Saviour, 


I talked with one here, who for about ſix months, 
(from the hour that ſhe knew the pardoning love of 
Gop) has been all peace and love, She rejoices 
evermore, and prays without ceaſing, Gop gives 
her whatever petitions ſhe aſks of Him, and enables 
her in every thing to give thanks. She has the 
witneſs in herſelf, that whatſoever ſhe does, it is all 
done to the glory of God. Her heart never wan- 
ders from Him, no, not for a moment, but is con- 
tinually. before the throne, Yet whether ſhe was 
ſanctified throughout or not, I had not light to de- 
termine. | 

Thurſday 17. I began preaching about five, on, 
The righteouſneſs of faith. But I had not half finiſhed 


my diſcourſe, when I was conltrained to break off 


in the midſt! Our hearts were ſo filled with a ſenſe 


of the love of Gop, and our mouths with prayer 
and thankſgiving, When we were ſomewhat ſatis- 
| | E 3 hed 
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fied herewith, I went on to call finners to the ſal- 
vation ready to be revealed, | | 

The ſame blefling from God we found in the 
evening while I was ſhewing, How He juſtifies the 
ungodly, Among the hearers was one, who ſome- 
time before had been deeply convinced of her un- 
godlineſs ; inſomuch that ſhe cried out, day and 
night, Lord, ſave, or I periſh, All the neighbours 
agreeing that ſhe was ſtark mad, her huſband put 
her into a Phyſician's hands, who blooded: her large- 
ly, gave her a ſtrong vomit, and laid on ſeveral 
| bliſters, But all this proving without ſucceſs, ſhe 


was in a ſhort time judged to be incurable, He 


thought however he would ſpeak to one perſon 


more, who had done much good in the neighbour- 


hood, ' When Mrs. Johnfon came ſhe ſoon ſaw the 
nature of the dileale, having herſelf gone through 
the ſame, She ordered all the medicines to be 
thrown away, and exhorted the patient To look unto 
Jeſus: Which this evening ſhe was enabled to do 
by faith. And He healed the broken in heart. 

Friday 18, I left Sheffield, and after preaching at 
Ripley, by the way, haſtened on to Donnington— 
Park, But Miſs Cowper, I found, was gone to 
reſt, having finiſhed her courſe near three weeks 
before, | 

Sunday 20, I read prayers at Ogbrook and preach- 
ed on Acts xvii. 27, Whom ye gnorantly worſhip, 
Him declare 1 unto you, At ſix in the evening 1 
preached at Melbourn, There were many hearers, 
But I ſee little fruit. | 
Tueſday 22: I had a long converſation with Mr. 

Simpſon, And of this I am fully perſuaded, That 
Whatever he does, is in the uprightneſs of his 
heart, But he 1s led into a thouſand miſtakes by 
one wrong principle; (the ſame which many either 
ignorantly or wickedly aſcribe to the body of the 
people, called Methodifts,) The making inward im- 
preſſions his rule of action, and not the written 
word. . | 
About eight I left Donnington-Park, and before 
noon came to Markfield. We lay at Coventry, and 
the next day, Wedneſday 23, in the afternoon came 

| to 
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to Eveſham. At eight I preached, There were many 
who came with a deſign to diſturb the reſt, But 
they opened not their mouth, 


Thurſday 24. I ſpent great part of the day, in 


ſpeaking with the Members of the Society: Whom 


in the evening I earneſtly beſought, No more to 
tear each other in pieces by diſputing, but to follow 


after holineſs, and provoke one another to love and to 


good works. | . 
Friday 23. I rode to Painſwick : Where in the 


evening I declared to all thoſe, who had been 


fighting and troubling one another, from the be- 
ginning hitherto, about- rites and ceremonies, and 
modes of worſhip and opinions, The kingdom of God 
ig not meat and drink, but righteouſneſs, and peace, and 


joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 


Saturday 26. I was deſired to call upon Mr. Wa 
The pillar of the church in theſe parts. As ſoon as I 


came in, he fell upon me with might and main, for 


1 8 
ſaying, „ People might know, Their fins were for- 
given,” And brought a great book to confute me 


at once, | aſked, If it was the Bible? And upon 
his anſwering, “ No,” inquired no farther, but laid 


it quietly down, This made him warmer ſtill: 


upon which I held it beſt, To ſhake him by the 
hand, and take my leave. | SEPA AT 
I had appointed to preach in Stroud at noon. But 


about ten, obſerving it to rain faſter and faſter, was 


afraid the poor people would not be able to come, 
many of whom lived ſome miles off, But in a 
uarter of an hour the rain ceaſed, and we had a 
fir pleaſant day: So that many were at the Market- 
Place, while I applied the ſtory of the Phariſee and 
Publican ; the hard rain in the morning having dif- 
engaged them from their work in the grounds, 
There would probably have been more diſturbance, 
but that a drunken man began too ſoon, and was ſo 
ſenſeleſly impertinent, that even his comrades were 

uite aſhamed of him, | 
In the evening I preached on Hampton-Common, 
Many of Mr. Whitefield's Society were there: To 
whom, as well as to all the other ſinners (without 
meddling with any of their opinions) J declared in 
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the name of the great Phyſician, I will heal their 
backſliding, I will love them freely. 

Sunday 27. I preached in Painſwick at ſeven on 
The ſpirit of fear and the ſpirit of adoption. I went to 
church at ten, and heard a remarkable diſcourſe, aſ- 
ſerting, That we are juſtified by faith alone: But 
that this faith, which is the rde condition of 
juſtification, is The complex of all chriſtian virtues, 
including all holineſs and good works, in the very 
idea of it.“ | : 

Alas! How little is the difference between aſſert- 
ing, either 1. That we are juſtified by works, which 
is Popery bare-faced : (And indeed ſo groſs that the 
{ober Papilts, thoſe of the council of Trent in par- 
ticular, are aſhamed of it.) Or, 2. That we are juſ- 
tified by faith and works; which is Popery refined 
or veiled; (But with ſo thin a veil, that every at- 
tentive obſerver, muſt diſcern it is the ſame {till : 
Or, g. That we are juſtified by faith alone but by 
ſuch a faith as includes all good works, What a 

oor ſhift is this! © I will not ſay, We are juſtified 

y Works, Nor yet by faith and works: Becauſe I 
have ſubſcribed Articles and Homilies, which maine» 
tain juſt the contrary. No I ſay, We are juſtified 
by faith alone, —But then by faith I mean works!” 
When the afternoon ſervice was ended at Run- 
wick, I ſtood and cricd to a vaſt multitude of 
people, Unto him that worketh not, but believeth, his 
faith is counted for Trghteouſneſs, I concluded the 
day on Hampton-Common, by explaining to a lerge 
congregation, the eſſential difierence between the 
righteouſneſs of the law and the righteouſneſs of 
faith. | | 

Monday 28. I rode to Briſtol, I ſoon found, diſ- 
puting had done much miſchief here alſo, I preached 
on thoſe words: From that time many of his diſciples 
went back and walked no more with him, Then jaid- 
Jeſus unto the twelve, Will ye aljo go away? Many 
were cut to the heart. A cry went forth; and great 
was the company of the mourners. But God did 


not leave them comfortleſs, ſome knew in the ſame 


hour, That He had the words of eternal life. 
| : 8 Tueſday 
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Tueſday 29. I was deſired to vifit one in New- 
gate. As I was coming out, poor Benjamin Rutter 
ſtood in my way, and poured out ſuch a flood of 
curling and bitterneſs, as 1 ſcarce thought was to de 
found out of hell, . „ 

From Thurlday, July 1, till Monday, I endea- 
voured to compoſe the little differences which had 
ariſen, On Monday I rode to Cardiff, and found 
much peace and love in the little Society there. 
Tueſday 6, I rode over to Fonmon, and found Mrs, 
Jones throughly reſign'd to God, although feeling 
what it was to loſe an huſband, and guck an huſ- 
band, in the ſtrength of his years ! | 

Wedneſday 7, I returned, and at five in the af- 
ternoon, preached to a ſmall attentive congregation 
near Hanbury, Before eight I reached Briſtol, and 
had a comfortable meeting with many who knew in 
whom they had believed, _ | | 
| Now at length I ſpent a week in peace, all dif- 
putes being laid aſide, Thurſday 15, I was defired 
to meet one who was ill, of a very uncommon diſ- 
order. She ſaid, “ For ſeveral years, I have heard, 
wherever I am, a voice continually ſpeaking to me, 
curling, ſwearing and blalpheming in the moſt hor- 
rid manner, and inciting me to all manner of wicked- 
neſs, I have applied to Phyſicians, and taken all 
forts of medicines, but am never the better.” — No 
nor ever will till a better Phyſician than theſe, 
bruiſes Satan under her feet, 

I left Briſtol' in the evening of Sunday 18; and 
| Z on Tueſday came to London, I found my mother 
2 on the borders of eternity, But ſhe had no doubt 

4 or fear: Nor dny delire but (as ſoon as God ſhould 
: Call) To depart and to be with Chriſt. 

Friday 30. About three in the afternoon, I went 
to my mother, and found her change was near. I 
ſat down on the bed-fide, She was in her laſt con- 
flict: Unable to ſpeak, but I believe quite ſenſible, 
Her look was calm and ſerene, and her eyes fixt - 
upward, while we commended her ſoul to God. 
From tliree to four, the filver cord was looſing, and 
the wheel breaking at the ciſtern: And then with- 
out any ſtruggle or ſigh or groan, the ſoul was ſet 

at 


SS , ]˙ i a Bo REES, cena 


6 Aug. 1742. 


at liberty, We ſtood round the bed, and fulfilled 
her laſt requeſt, uttered a little before ſhe loſt her 
ſpeech, © Children, as ſoon as I am releaſed, ling a 
pfalm of praiſe to God,” ; 

Sunday, Augult 1, Almoſt an innumerable com- 
pany of people being gathered together, about five 
in the afternoon, I committed to the earth, the 
body of my mother, to ſleep with her fathers. The 
portion of Scripture from which I afterwards ſpoke 
was, I ſaw a great white throne and Him that lat 
on it ; from whole face the earth and the heaven 
Hed away, and there was. found no place for them, 
And I ſaw the dead {mall and great ſtand betore 
God, and the books were opened. —And the dead 


were judged out of thoſe things which were writ- 


ten in the books, according to their works.” It 
was one of the molt ſolemn aſſemblies I ever law, 
or expect to ſee on this fide eternity. 
We ſet up a plain ſtone at the head of her grave, 
inſcribed with the following words: 

« Here lies the body of Mrs. Suſannah Welley, 


the youngeſt and laſt ſurviving daughter of Dr, 
Samuel Anneſley,” 


& In ſure and ſtedfaſt Hope to riſe 
And claim her Manſion in the Skies, 
A Chriſtian here her Fleſh laid down, 
The Crols exchanging for a Crown, 


True Daughter of Affliction ſhe, 
Inur'd to Pain and Miſery, | 

| Mourn'd a long Night of Griefs and Fears, 
A legal Night of ſeventy Years, 


'The Father then reveal'd his Son, 

Him in the broken Bread made known, 
She knew and felt her Sins forgiven, 
And found the Earneſt of her Heaven, 


Meet for the Fellowſhip above, 
She heard the Call, « Ariſe, my Love:“ 
« I come,” her dying Looks replied, 


And Lamb-like, as her Lord, ſhe died.“ 
I cannot 
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1 cannot but further obſerve, That even She (as 
well as her Father and Grandfather, her Huſband, 
and her three Sons) had been, in her meaſure and 
degree, a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, This I learned 
from a letter, wrote long fince to my father; part 
of which I have here ſubjoined. 


Feb. 6, 1711--12, 


S I am a woman, ſo I am alſo miſtreſs 
of a large family. And though the ſu- 
perior charge of the ſouls contained in it, lies upon 
you, — yet in your abſence, I cannot but look upon 
every ſoul you leave under my care, ad a talent com- 
mitted to me under a truſt, by the great Lox of all 
the familics, both of heaven and earth, And if I 
am unfaithful to him or you, in negleRing to im- 
prove theſe talents, how ſhall I anſwer unto Him, 
when He ſhall command me, to render an account 


of my ſtewardſhip ? 


As theſe and other ſuch like thoughts, made me 


at firſt take more than ordinary care, of the ſouls of 


my children and ſervants, ſo knowing our religion 
requires a ſtritt obſervation of the Lord's day, and 
not thinking that we fully anſwered the end of the 
inſtitution, by going to church, unleſs we filled up 
the intermediate {paces of time by other acts of piety 
and devotion : I 9 it my duty to ſpend ſome 
part of the day, in reading to and inſtructing my 
family, — And ſuch time I eſteemed ſpent in a way, 
more acceptable to (30D, than if I had retired to my 
own private devotions. | | 

This was the beginning of my preſent practice. 
Other people's coming in and joining with us was 
merely accidental, Our lad told his parents: they 
rſt deſired to be admitted: Then others that heard 
of it, begged leave alſo, So our company increaſed 
to about thirty: And ic ſeldom exceeded forty laſt 
Winter.“ — | | | 

But ſoon after you went to London laſt, I light on 
the account of the Daniſh Miſſionaries, I was, I 
think, never more affected with any thing.—I could 
not forbear ſpending good part of that evening, in 
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praifing and adoring the divine goodneſs, for in- 


ſpiring them with ſuch ardent zeal for his glory, — 
For ſeveral days I could think or ſpeak of little elſe, 
At laſt it came into my mind, Though I am not a 


man, nor a miniſter, yet if my heart were ſincerely 


devoted to Gop, and I was inſpired with a true-zeal 
for his glory, I might do ſomewhat more than I do, 
] thought, I might pray more for them, and might 
ſpeak to thole with whom I converſe with, more 
warmth of affection. I reſolved to begin with my 
own children ; in which I obſerve the following 


method. I take ſuch a proportion of time as I can 


ſpare every night, to diſcourſe with each child apart, 
On Monday I tatk with Molly ; on Tueſday with 
Hetty; Wedneſday with Nancy; Thurſday with 
Jacky; Friday with Patty; Saturday with Charles: 
And with Emily and Suky together on Sunday. 
With thoſe few neighbours that then came to me, 
I diſcourſed more freely and affectionately. I choſe 
the beſt and moſt awakening ſermons we have, And 


1 ſpent ſomewhat more time with them in ſuch ex- 


erciſes, without being careful about the ſucceſs of 
my undertaking, Since this our company increaſed 
every night, For I dare deny none that aſk admit- 


tance, | 


Laſt Sunday I believe we had above two hun- 


dred. And yet many went away, for want of room 


to ſtand. 
We baniſh all temporal concerns from our ſo— 


ciety. None is ſuffered to mingle any diſcourſe 


about them, with our reading or ſinging. We keep 


cloſe to the buſineſs of the day, and when 'tis over, 


all go home. 
I cannot conceive, why any ſhould reflect upon 


you, becauſe your wife endeavours to draw people 


to church, and to reſtrain them, from profaning the 


Lord's day, by reading to them, and other per- 


ſuaſions. For my part, 1 value no cenſure upon 
this account, I have long ſince ſhook hands with 
the world, And I heartily with, I had never given 


them more reaſon to ſpeak againſt me. 


As to its look ing particular, I grant it does. And 
ſo does almoſt any thing that is ſerious, or that may 
| any 
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any way advance the glory of God, or the ſal vation 
of ſouls. | 

As for your propoſal, of letting ſome other per- 
ſon read, alas! You don't conſider what a people 
theſe are, I don't think one man among them could 
read a ſermon, without ſpelling a good part of it. 
Nor has any of our family a voice ſtrong enough, 
to be heard by ſuch a number of people, | 

But there is one thing about which I am much 
dillatisfied ; that is, Their being preſent at family 
prayers, I don't ſpeak of any concern I am under, 
barely becauſe ſo many are preſent. For thoſe who 
have the honour of ſpeaking to the Great and Holy 
God, need not be aſhamed to ſpeak before the whole 
world: But becauſe of my ſex. I doubt, if it is 
proper for me, to preſent the prayers of the people 
to Gor. Laſt Sunday I would fain have diſmift 
them before prayers; but they begged ſo earneſtly 
to ſlay, I durſt not deny them. 


To the Rev. Mr, Westey, in St. Margaret's 
Church-Yard, Weſtminſter. 


For the benefit of thoſe, who are intruſted, as ſhe 
was, With the care of a numerous family, I cannot 
but add one letter more, which I received from her 
many years ago. 


Dran So, July 24, 1732. 
CCORDING to your deſire I have collected 
the principal rules I obſerved in educating my 
family: which I now ſend you as they occurred to 
my mind, and you may (if you think they can be 
of uſe to any) diſpole of them in what order you 
leaſe, | | 
8 The children were always put into a regular me- 
thod of living, in ſuch things as they were capable 
of, from their birth; as in dreſſing, undreſfing, 
changing their linen, &c. The firſt quarter com- 
\ KF monly paſſes in ſleep. After that, they were, if 
pollible, laid into their cradles awake, and rocked 
to ſleep; and ſo they were kept rocking, till it was 
time. for them to awake. This was done io bring 
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praifing and adoring the divine goodneſs, for in- 
ſpiring them with ſuch ardent zeal for his glory, — 
For ſeveral days I could think or ſpeak of little elſe, 
At laſt it came into my mind, Though I am not a 
man, nor a miniſter, yet if my heart were ſincerely 
devoted to Gop, and I was inſpired with a true-zeal 
for his glory, I might do ſomewhat more than I do. 
] thought, I might pray more for them, and might 
{peak to thole with whom I converſe with more 
warmth of affection. I reſolved to begin with my 
own children; in which 1 obſerve the following 
method, I take ſuch a proportion of time as I can 
ſpare every night, to diſcourſe with each child apart, 
On Monday I talk with Molly ; on Tueſday with 
Hetty; Wedneſday with Nancy; Thurſday with 
Jacky; Friday with Patty; Saturday with Charles: 
And with Emily and Suky together on Sunday. 
5 With thoſe few neighbours that then came to me, 
it I diſcourſed more freely and affectionately. I choſe 
it the beſt and moſt awakening ſermons we have, And 
I ſpent ſomewhat more time with them in ſuch ex- 
erciſes, without being careful about the ſucceſs of 
my undertaking, Since this our company increaſed 
every night, For I dare deny none that aſk admit- 
tance. | 
Laſt Sunday I believe we had above two hun- 
dred. And yet many went away, for want of room 
to ſtand. | 1 . 

We baniſh all temporal concerns from our ſo— 
ciety, None is ſuffered to mingle any diſcourſe 
about them, with our reading or ſinging. We keep 

cloſe to the buſineſs of the day, and when 'tis over, 
all go home. 

I cannot conceive, why any ſhould reflect upon 
you, becauſe your wife endeavours to draw people 
to church, and to reſtrain them, from profaning the 
Lord's day, by reading to them, and other per- 

ſuaſions. For my part, 1 value no cenſure upon 
this account. I have long ſince ſhook hands with 
the world, And TI heartily wiſh, I had never given 
them more reaſon to ſpeak againſt me, N | 
As to its looking particular, I grant it does. And 
ſo does almoſt any thing that is ſerious, - or that may 
5 any 
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any way advance the glory of God, or the falvation 
of ſouls, - | 
As for your propoſal, of letting ſome other per- 
ſon read, alas! You don't conſider what a people 
theſe are, I don't think one man among them could 
read a ſermon, without ſpelling a good part of it. 
Nor has any of our family a voice ſtrong enough, 
to be heard by ſuch a number of people, 
But there is one thing about which I am much 
dillatisfied ; that is, Their being preſent at family 
prayers, I don't ſpeak of any concern I am under, 
barely becauſe ſo many are preſent. For thoſe wha 
have the honour of ſpeaking to the Great and Holy 
God, need not be aſhamed to ſpeak before the whole 
world: But becauſe of my ſex. I doubt, if it is 
proper for me, to preſent the prayers of the people 
to Go. Laſt Sunday I would fain have diſmift 
them before prayers; but they begged ſo earneſtly 
to {lay, I durſt not deny them, | 


To the Rev. Mr, WzESs LEV, in St. Margaret's 
Church-Yard, Weſtminſter. 


For the benefit of thoſe, who are intruſted, as ſhe 
was, With the care of a numerous family, I cannot 
but add one letter more, which I received from her 
many years ago. 


Duan Son, July 24, 1732. 


CCORDING to your deſire I have collected 

the principal rules I obſerved in educating my 
family : which I now ſend you as they occurred to 
my mind, and you may (if you think they can be 
of ule to any) diſpole of them in what order you 

leaſe, | 
n The children were always put into a regular me- 
thod of living, in ſuch things as they were capable 
of, from their birth; as in dreſſing, undrelfing, 
changing their linen, &c. The firſt quarter com- 
monly paſſes in ſleep. After that, they were, if 
poſſible, laid into their cradles awake, and rocked 
to ſleep ; and ſo they were kept rocking, till it was 
time. for them to awake. This was done io bring 
| LS > WR 
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them to a regular courſe of ſleeping; which at firſt 
was three hours in the morning, and three in the 
afternoon : afterward two hours, till they needed 
none at all, | 

When turned a year old {and ſome before) they 
were taught to fear the rod, and to cry ſoftly : by 
which means they eſcaped abundance of correction 
they might otherwiſe have had; and that moſt 
odious noiſe of the crying of children was rarely 
heard in the houſe; but the family uſually lived in 
as much quietneſs, as if there had not been a child 
among them, | 

As ſoon as they were grown pretty ſtrong, they 
were confined to three meals a day. At dinner their 
little table and chairs, were ſet by ours, where they 
Could be overlooked ; and they were ſuffered to eat 

and drink (ſmall beer) as much as they would, but 

not to call for any thing, If they wanted o':ght 
they uſed to whiſper to the maid which e 
them, who came and ſpake to me; and as ſoon as 
they could handle a knife and fork, they were let 
to our table. They were never ſuffered to chule 
their meat, but always made cat ſuch things, as were 
Provided for the family, 

Mornings they had always ſpoon-meat ; ſometimes 
on nights. But whatever they had, they were never 
ermitted to eat at thoſe meals, of more than one 
thing, and of that ſparingly enough. Drinking or 
eating between meals. was never allowed, unleſs in 
caſe of ſickneſs, which ſeldom happened. Nor 
were they ſuffered to go into the kitchen to aſk any 
thing of the ſervants, when they were at meat; if 
it was known they aid, they were certainly beat, 
and the ſervants ſeverely reprimanded, 

At fix, as ſcon as family-prayers was over, they 
had their ſupper; at ſeven the maid waſhed them, 
and beginning at the youngeſt, ſhe undreſt and got 
them all to bed by eight; at which time ſhe left 
them in their ſeveral rooms awake, for there was 
no ſuch thing allowed of in our houle, as fitting by 
a child til] it fell aſleep. | 9 8 

They were ſo conſtantly uſed to eat and drink 
what was given them, that when any of them was 

| 1 ill, 
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ill, there was no difficulty in mak ing them take the 
moſt unpleaſant medicine: for they durſt not re- 
fuſe it, though ſome of them would preſently throw 
it up. This I mention to ſhew that a perſon may 
be taught to take any thing though it be never io 
much againſt his ſtomach, | 

In order to form the minds of children, the firſt 
thing to be done is to conquer their will, and bring 
them to an obedient temper, To inform the under- 
| ſtanding is a work of time, and mult with children 

roceed by ilow degrees as they are able to bear it; 
But the ſubjecting the will, is a thing which muſt 
be done at once; and the ſooner the better. For by 
neglecting timely correction they will contract a 
{tubbornneſs and obſtinacy, which is hardly ever 
after conquered, and never without uſing ſuch ſe- 
verity as would be as painful to me as to the child. 
In the eſtæem of the world they pals for kind and 
indulgent, whom I call cruel parents, who permit 
their children to get habits, which they know mult 
be afterwards broken. Nay, ſome are ſo ſtupidly 
fond, as in ſport to teach their children to do things, 
which in a while after they have ſeverely beaten 
them for doing, | 7 
Whenever a child is corrected it muſt be con- 
quered, and this will be no hard matter to do, if it 
be not grown headſtrong by too much indulgence. 
And when the will of a child 1s totally ſubdued, 
and it is brought to revere and ſtand in awe of the 
parents, then a great many childiſh follies, and in- 
advertencies may be paſt by. Some ſhould be over- 
looked and taken no notice of; and others mildly re- 
proved, but no wilful tranſgreſſion ought ever to be 
forgiven. children, without chaſtiſement, leſs or 
more, as the nature and circumſtances of the offence 
1 N | 

J inſiſt upon conquering the will of children be- 
times, becauſe this is the only ſtrong and rational 
foundation of a religious education; without which 
both precept and example will be ineffectual. But 
when this is thoroughly done, then a child is ca- 
pable of being governed by the reaſon and piety of 
its parents, till its own „ to ma- 
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turity, and the principles of religion have taken 
root in the mind, | | 

I cannot yet diſmiſs this ſubject. As ſelf-will is 
the root of all fin and miſery, ſo what-ver cheriſhes 
this in children, inſures their after wretchedneſs and 
irreligion: Whatever checks and mortifies it, pro- 
motes their future happineſs and piety. This is ſtill 
more evigent, if we farther conſider, that religion 
is nothing elſe than the doing the will of God, and 
not our own : that the one grand impediment to our 
temporal and eternal happineſs being this ſelf-wiil, 
no indulgences of 1t can be trivial, no denial un- 
profitable. Heaven or hell depends on this alone. 
So that the parent who ſtudies to ſubdue it in his 
child, works together with God in the renewing and 
ſaving a ſoul; the parent who indulges it does the 
"devil's work, makes religion impracticable, ſalvation 
unattainable, and does all that in him lies to damn 
his child, ſoul, and body for ever, ; 

The children of this family were taught, as ſoon 
as they could ſpeak, the Lord's Prayer, which they 


were made to ſay at riſing and bed-time conſtantly : 


to which as they grew bigger, were added a ſhort 
prayer for their parents, and ſome colle&s; a ſhort 
catechiſm, and ſome portion of Scripture, as their 
memories could hear, | „ 
They were very early made to diſtinguiſh the ſab- 
bath from other days; before they could well ſpeak, 
or go. They were as ſoon taught to be ſtill at fa- 
mily prayers, and to aſk bleſſing immediately after, 
which they uſed to do by ſigns before they could 
'Kkneel or ſpeak. . 8 

They were quickly made to underſtand, they 
might have nothing they cryed for, and inſtructed 
to ſpeak handſomely for what they wanted. They 
were not ſuffered to aſk, even the loweſt ſervant 


for ought without ſaying, „Pray give me ſuch a 


thing; and the ſervant was chid if ſhe ever let 
them omit that word, Taking God's name in vain, 
curſing and ſwearing, profaneneſs, obſcenity, rude, 
ill-bred names, were never heard among them, Nor 
were they ever permitted to call each other by their 


proper 


. 
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proper names, without the addition of brother or 
ſiſter. | | | 

None of them were taught to read till five years 
old, except Kezzy, in whole caſe I was over- ruled; 
and ſhe was more years learning than any of the reſt 
had been months, The way of teaching was this : 
The day before a child began to learn, the houſe 
was ſet in order, every one's work appointed them, 
and a charge given, that none ſhould come into the 
room from nine till twelve, or from two till five, 
which, you know, were our ſchool-hours. One 
day was allowed the child, wherein to learn its let- 
ters, and each of them did in that time know all its 
letters, great and ſmall, except Molly and Nancy, 
who were a day and a half before they knew them 
perfectly: for which I then thought them very dull; 
but ſince I have obſerved how long many children 
are learning the horn-book I have changed m 
opinion. But the reaſon why I thought them ſo 
then was, becauſe the reſt learned fo readily, and 
your brother Samuel, who was the firſt child I ever 
taught, learnt the alphabet in a few hours. He was 
five years old on the iath of February: the next 
day he began to learn, and as ſoon as he knew the 
letters, began at the firſt chapter of Geneſis. He 
was taught to ſpell the firſt verſe, then to read it 
over and over, til! he could read it off hand with- 
out any heſitation: ſo on to the ſecond, &c. (till 
he took ten verſes for a leſſon, which he quickly 
did.) Eaſter fell low that year, and by Whitluntide 
he could read a chapter very well: for he read con- 
tinually, and had ſuch a prodigious memory that L 
cannot remember ever to have told him the ſame 
word twice, n= 
What was yet ſtranger; any word, he had learnt 
in his leſſon, he knew wherever he law it, either 
in his Bible, or any other book, by which meang 


he learnt very ſoon to read an Engliſh author well, 


The ſame method was obſerved with tnem all. As 
ſoon as they knew the letters, they were put firſt to 


ſpell; and read one line, then a verſe, never leaving 


till perfect in their leſſon, were it ſhorter or longer, 
So one or other continued reading at ſchool time, 
9 3 without. 
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without any intermiſſion, and before we left ſchool Þ} * 
each child read what he had learnt that morning ; ' 3 
and e'er we parted in the afternoon, what they had 
learnt that day. | | | 
There was no ſuch thing as loud talking or play- 
ing allowed of; but every one was kept cloſe to 


1 their buſinefs for the fix hours of ſchool, And it is 
1 almoſt incredible, what a child may be taught in a 
11 quarter of a year, by a vigorous application, if it 


have but a tolerable capacity, and good health. 
Every one of theſe, Kezzy excepted, could read 
better in that time, than the moſt of women can do 
as long as they live. | 

Riſing out of their places, or going out of the 
1 room, was not permitted unleſs for good cauſe, and 
Lo; running into the yard, garden, or ſtreet without 
4 leave, was always eſteemed a capital offence. 

For ſome years we went on very well. Never 
were children in better order. Never were chil- 
[ dren better diſpoſed to piety, or in more ſubjection 
4 to their parents; till that fatal diſperſion of them 
1 after the fire into ſeveral families. In thoſe they 
ig were left at full liberty to converſe with ſervants, 
' - which before they had always been reſtrained from : 
1 and to run abroad and play with any children, good 
3 or bad. They ſoon learnt to neglect a {trict obſer- 
1 vation of the Sabbath, and got knowledge of ſeveral 
iſ | ſongs and bad things, which before they had no 
| notion of, That civil behaviour which made them 
admired when at home, by all who ſaw them, was 
in great meaſure loſt, and a clowniſh accent and 
many rude ways were learnt, which were not re- 
{ formed without ſome difficulty. | 
15 When the houſe was re- built, and the children 
all brought home, we entered upon a ſtrict reform; 
| and then was begun the cuſtom of finging plalms at 
1 beginning and leaving ſchool, morning and even— 
it ing, Then alſo that of a general retirement at five 
o'clock was entered upon, when the oldeſt took the 
youngeſt that could ſpeak, and the ſecond the next, 
to whom they read the plalms for the day, and a 
chapter in the New Teſtament; as in the morning 
they were directed to read the plalms and a chapter 
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in the Old, after which they went to their private 
rayers, before they got their breakfaſt, or came 
into the family. And I thank God, this cuſtom is 

{till preſerved among us. +I 
There were ſeveral by-laws obſerved among us, 
Ex which ſlipt my memory, or elſe they had been in- 
3 ſerted in their proper place; but I mention them 
& here, becauſe I think them uſeful, | | 

1. It had been obſerved, that cowardice and fear 
of puniſhment, often leads children into lying, till 
they get a cuſtom of it, which they cannot leave. 
To prevent this, a law was made, That whoever 
was Charged with a fault, of which they were guilty, 
if they would ingenuouſly confeſs it, and promile 
to amend, ſhould not be beaten, This rule pre- 
vented a great deal of lying, and would have done 
more, if one in the family would have obſerved it. 
But he could not be prevailed on, and therefore was 
often impoſed on by falſe colours and equivoca- 
tions, which none would have uſed (except one) 
had they been kindly dealt with, And ſome in 
ſpite of all, would always ſpeak truth plainly, 

2, That no ſinful action, as lying, pilfering, play- 
ing at church, or on the Lord's day, diſobedience, 
guarrelling, &c. ſhould ever paſs unpuniſhed, 

3. That no child ſhould ever be chid, or beat 
twice for the ſame fault, and that if they amended, 
they ſhould never be upbraided with it afterwards, 

4. That every ſignal act of obedience, eſpecially 
when it croſſed upon their own inclinations, ſhould 
be always commended, and frequently rewarded, 
according to the merits of the cauſe. 

5, That if ever any child performed an act of 
obedience, or did any thing with an intention to 
2 pleaſe, though the performance was not well, yet 
| the obedience and intention ſhould be kindly ac- 
J cepted, and the child with ſweetneſs directed how 
eco do better for the future. Fn | 
- =. 6. That propriety be inviolably preſerved, and 
none ſuffered to invade the property of another in 
the ſmalleſt matter, though it were but of the va. 
lue of a farthing, or a pin; which they might not 
take from the owner, without, much lels, againſt 

| | his 
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bis conſent, This rule can never be too much in- 
culcated on the. minds of children, and from the 
want of parents or governors doing it as they ought, 
proceeds that ſhameful negle& of juſtice, which we 
may obſerve in the world. | | 

7. That promiſes be {triQly obſerved : And a gift 
once beſtowed, and ſo the right paſſed away from 
the donor, be not reſumed, but left to the diſpoſal 
of him to whom it was given; unleſs it were con- 
ditional, and the condition of the obligation not 
performed, . V + - 

8. That no girl be taught to work till ſhe can read 
very well; and then that ſhe be kept to her work 
with the ſame application, and for the fame time 
that ſhe was held to, in reading. This rule alſo is 
much to be obſerved; for the putting children to 
learn ſewing before they can read perfectly, is the 


very reaſon, why ſo few women can read fit to be 


heard, and never to be well underitood. 


Sunday 8, I cried aloud, in Radcliff-Square, Ay 
will ye die, O houſe of Tfrael/? Only one poor man 
was exceeding noiſy and turbulent, But in a mo- 


ment God touched his heart, He hung down his 


head. Tears covered his face; and his voice was 
heard no more. | 


I was conſtrained this evening to ſeparate from 
the believers, ſome who did not fhew their faith by 


their works, One of theſc, Samuel Prig, was deeply 


diſpleaſed, ſpoke many very bitter words, and went 


abruptly away, The next morning he called ; told 
me, Neither my brother nor I, preached the gol- 
pel or knew what it meant.” I aſked, © What do 
we preach then?” le ſaid, « Heathen morality : 
Tully's offices, and no more, So I waſh my hands 
of you both. We ſhall ſee what you will come to 
in a little time,” | | 


Wedneſday 11. He ſent me a note, demanding the 


payment of one hundred pounds, which he had lent 
me about a year before, to pay the workmen at the 
Foundery, On Friday morning at eight, he came 
and ſaid, “He wanted his money and could ſtay no 
longer,” I told him, I would endeavour to bor- 
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row it,” and defired him to call in the evening. 
But he ſaid, „He could not ſtay ſo long, and muſt 


have it at twelve o'clock,” Where to get it I knew 
not: between nine and ten, one came and offered 


me the uſe of an hundred pounds for a year. But 


two others had been with me before, to make the 
ſame offer, I accepted the bank note which one of 
them brought, and ſaw that God is over all! 
Monday 16. I rode to Oxford, and the next day 
to Eveſham, On Wedneſday and Thurſday, in 
riding from Eveſham to Briſtol, I read over that 
ſurprizing book, The Life of Ignatius Loyola: 


ſurely one of the greateſt men that ever was en- 


gaged in the ſupport of ſo bad a cauſe! I wonder 
any man ſhould judge him to be an Enthuſiaſt : no: 
but he knew the people with whom he had to do. 
And ſetting out (like Count Z ) with a full 

erſuaſion, that he might 2% guzle, to promote the 
glory of God, or (which he thought the fame thing) 
the intereſt of his church, he acted in all things 
conſiſtent with his principles, 3 

In the evening I met my brother and Mr. Graves; 
who being able to delay it no longer, at length ſent 
the following letter to the fellows of St, Mary Mag- 
dalen-College, in Oxford, 4 SUE 


“ Gentlemen, Briſtol, Aug. 20, 1742, 


N December, 1740, I ſigned a paper containing 
the following words, © I Charles Caſpar Graves, 
do hereby declare, That 1 do renounce the modern 
prattice and principles of the perſons commonly 
called Methodiſts, namely, of preaching in fields, of 
allembling together and expounding the Holy Scrip- 
tures in private houſes, and elſewhere than in 
churches, in an irregular and diſorderly manner 
and their pretenſions to an extraordinary inſpira- 
tion and inward feeling of the Holy Spirit. 

1 do farther declare my conformity to the 
Liturgy of the Church of England, and my un- 
teigned aflent and conſent. to the Articles thereof, 
commonly called the Ihirty-Nine Articles. 


% Laſtly, 
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* Laſtly, I do declare, that I am heartily ſorry, 
that I have given offence and candal, by frequent- 
ing the meetings and attending the expoſitions of 
the perſons commonly called Methodiſts, and that I 


will not frequent their meetings, nor attend their 


ex poſitions for the future; nor take. upon me to 


preach and expound the Scripture, in the manner 
preached by them,” 
CHARLES CASPAR GRAVES. 


I believe myſelf indiſpenſably obliged openly to 


declare before God and the world, that the motives. 


whereby I was induced to ſign that paper were, 
partly a ſinful fear of man, partly an improper de- 
ference to the judgment of thoſe, whom I ac- 
counted wiſer than myſelf, and laſtly, a reſolution 
that if my own judgment, ſhould at any time be 
better informed, I would then openly retract, in the 
Preſence of God and man, whatever I ſhould be 
convinced I had ſaid or done amiſs. | 

Accordingly, having now had (beſides a ſtrong 
conviction immediately conſequent thereqn) many 
opportunities of informing my judgment better, and 
being fully convinced of my fault, I do hereby de- 
clare, my fincere repentance, for my wicked com- 
pliance with thoſe opprellive men, who without 
any colour of law, divine or human, impoſed ſuch 
a condition of receiving a teſtimonial, upon me. 

I do farther declare, That I know no principles of 
the Methodiſts (ſo called). which are contrary to the 
word of God; nor any practices of them, but what 
are agreeable both to Scripture and to the laws of 
the Church of England: that I believe, in par- 


ticular, their preaching the goſpel in the fields (being 


hrit forbid ſo to do in churches, although @ d:/pen- 
ſation of the goſpel is committed to them, and wo unto 
them if they preach not the goſpel) or in private houſes, 
or in any part of his dominion who filleth heaven 
and earth; can never be proved to be contrary to 
any written law, either of God or man: that I am 
not apprized, of their preaching any where, in an 
zrregular, diforderly manner ; neither of their pre- 
tending to any extraordinary inſpiration, or extraor- 
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dinary feelings of the Holy Spirit: but to thoſe or- 
dinary ones only, which if a man have not, he is 
without hope and without God in the world. 

I do yet farther declare, That (whatever indiſ- 
cretion I may in other reſpects have been guilty of) 
I know of no juſt offence or fcandal which I ever 
gave, by frequenting the meetings or attending the e- 
poſitions of the 2 commonly called Methodifts : 
And that I verily believe no offence was ever taken 
thereat, unleſs either by perſons loaded with pre- 
Judice, or by thoſe who enter not into the kingdom 


of heaven themſelves, and if others would enter in, 


ſuffer them not, | | 

I do, laſtly, declare, That I look upon myſelf ta 
be under no kind of obligation, (except only, that 
I do ſtill aſſent and conſent to the Articles and 
Liturgy of the Church) to obſerve any thing con- 
tained in that ſcandalous paper, fo unchriſtianly 
impoſed upon me. 


Witneſs my Hand, 
| CHARLES CAS PAR Graves,” 


After having regulated the Society here and in 
Kingswood, I ſet out again for London, On Mon- 
day 3o, I read over that excellent tract, Mr, Middle- 
ton's Eſſay on Church Government, ſo nicely avoid- 
ing the two extreams of either exalting or depreſ- 
ſing the regal power, Tueſday g1, I read once more 
the Life of that good and wiſe (though much miſ- 


taken man) Gregory Lopez. Surely it muſt be a 
compliment made him by the biographer, (of which 


Gregory himſelf was in no wiſe worthy) That * he 
aſcribed all his virtues to the merits and mediation 
of the queen of heaven,” 
We reached London in the afternoon, Friday, 
Sept. 3, I preached on Phil, i, 9. This I pray, that 


= your love may abound more and more, in knowledge, and 


in all judgment or rather feeling, as it is in the 
margin, It pleaſed Gop to make this diſcourſe, an 
occaſion of diſcovering fuch wiles of Satan, as it 
never entered into my heart to conceive, | 
Saturday 


det. 19485 


Saturday 4. I was preſt to viſit a poor murderer 
in Newgate, who was much afflicted both in body 


and ſoul. I objected, „It could not be; for all the 


Turnkeys, as well as the Keeper, were / good 


chriſtians, they abhorred the name of a Methodiſt: 


And had abſolutely refuſed to admit me even to one, 
who earneſtly begged it, the morning he was to die.“ 
However I went : And found, by a ſurpriſing turn, 
that all the doors were now open to me. I ex- 
horted the ſick malefactor, To cry unto Gop with 
all his might, for grace to repent and believe the 
goſpel. It was not long, before the reſt of the fe- 
lons flocked round; to whom I ſpoke ſtrong words, 
concerning the Friend of ſinners: Which they re- 
ceived with as great ſigns of amazement, as if it 
had been a voice from heaven, When I came down 
into the common hall, (I think they called it) one 
of the priſoners there aſking me a queſtion, gave 
me occaſion to ſpeak among them alſo : More and 
more {till running together, while I declared, Gop 
was not willing any of them ſhould periſh, but that 
all ſhould come to repentance, 

Monday 6. Finding many had been offended, at 
the ſermon I preached on Friday night, eſpecially 
thoſe who were ſuppoſed to. be ſtrong in faith, I 
determined to examine the matter thoroughly, Ac- 

cordingly I defired M. C, M. F, E. H, and A. G, 
and a few others, to meet me with Sarah C—l, Jane 
J--n, and Ann P. to whom they had ſaid moſt, con- 
cerning the point in queſtion, I then heard each 
of them relate her experience at large: I afterwards 
examined them ſeverally, touching the circumſtan- 
ces which I had not underſtood : On which I then 
talked with ſeveral others alſo, And thus far I ap- 
proved of their experience, (becauſe agreeable to 
the written word) as to their feeling the working of 
the Spirit of God, in peace and joy and love, But 
as to what ſome of them ſaid farther, concerning 
„feeling the blood of CHRIST, running upon their 
arms, or going down their throat, or poured like 
warm water upon their breaſt or heart,” I plainly 
told them, „ The utmoſt I could allow, without 
renouncing both ſcripture and reaſon, was, that 
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ſome of theſe circumſtances might be from God 


(though I could not affirm they were) working in 


an unuſual manner, no way eſſential either to juſti- 


cation or ſanctification: But that all the reſt I muſt 
believe, to be the mere, empty dreams of an heated 
imagination.” | | | 
Wedneſday 8, I obſerved, That the leaven of ſtill- - 
neſs, is not yet purged out from among us. One of 
our brethren ſaying, „He was uneaſy, becauſe he 
had wilfully negleQed the Loxp's ſupper ; Another 
replied, „Then his faith was weak: Elſe his peace 
could not be ſhaken by ſuch things.” Yea, but 


: I I think ſuch little things as theſe, will ſhake the 


peace of any true believer, viz, A wilful breach of 
any commandment of God. If it does not ſhake 
us, we are afleep in the devil's arms. | 

Thurſday 9. 1 buried the body of Lucy Godſhall, 
one of the firſt women bands at Fetter-Lane, After 
preſſing toward the mark for more than two years, 
fince ſhe had known the 'pardoning love of Gop, 
ſhe was for ſome time weary and faint in her mind, 
till I put her out of the Bands. God bleſt this 
greatly to her ſoul, ſo that in a ſhort time ſhe was 
admitted again. Soon after, being at home, ſhe felt 


the love of Gop, in an unuſual manner poured into 


her heart, She fell down upon her knees, and de- 
livered up her ſoul and body into the hands of * 
Gor. In the initant, the uſe of all her limbs was 
taken away, and ſhe was in a burning fever. For 
three days ſhe mightily praiſed Gon, and rejoiced 
in Him-all the day long. She then cried out, © Now. 
Satan hath deſired to have me, that he may ſift me 


as wheat,” Immediately darkneſs and heavinels 


fell upon her, which continued till Saturday the 
fourth inſtant. On Sunday the light ſhone again 
upon her heart. About ten in the evening one ſaid 
to her, „Ixus is ready to receive your ſoul.” She 
laid, „Amen! Amen!” Cloſed her eyes and died. 

Sunday 12. I wasdefired to preach in an open place, 
commonly called the great gardens, lying between 
Whitechapel and Coverle:s-Fields, where 1 found a 
vaſt multitude gathered together, Taking knowledge 
that a great part of them were little acquainted with 
tne things of Gop, I called upon them in the words 
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of our Loxn, Repent ye, and believe the go/pel, Many 
of the beaſts of the people laboured mach to dil- 
turb thoſe who were of a better mind, They en- 
deavoured to drive in a herd of cows among them: 
But the brutes were wiſer than their maſters. They 
then threw whole ſhowers of ſtones, one of which, 
ſtruck me juſt between the eyes. But | felt no pain 
at all, and when 1 had wiped away the blood, went 
on teſtifying with a loud voice, That Gop hath 


given to them that believe, not the ſpirit of fear, but 


of power, and love, and of a found mind. And by the 
FTpirit which now appeared through the whole con- 
gregation, I plainly ſaw what a bleſſing ii is, when 
rt is given us, even in the loweſt degree, to ſuffer 
for his name's ſake, 

Monday 13. 1 preached about nine at Windſor, 
and the next evening came to Briſtol, I ſpent the 
remainder of this, and the following week, in ex- 
amining thoſe.of the Society; ſpeaking ſeverally to 


each, that I might more perfectly know, the ſtate 


of their ſouls to Gop ward, 

Thurſday 2g. In the evening, almoſt as ſoon as I 
began to pray 1n the Society, a voice of lamentation 
and bitter mourning was heard, from the whole 
.congtegation, But in a while, loud thankſgivings 
were mixt therewith, which in a ſhort ſpace ſpread 
over all: So that nothing was to be heard on every 
fide, but Praiſe to Gop and to the Lamb for ever 
and ever!“? | | 88 

Friday 24. I had notes from nineteen perſons, de- 
Fring to return Gop thanks. Some of them follow. 
John Merriman, a blind man deſires to return 
thanks to. Almighty Goo, for the diſcovery of his 

love to him, an old ſinner. = 
One deres to return Gop thanks, for giving 
Her a token of his love, in removing all prejudices, 
and giving her love to all mankind, 8 
« Edith W deſires to return thanks, for great 


and unſpeakable mercies, which the Loxy was 
pleaſed to reveal to her heart: even telling me, I 
am He that blotteth out. thy tranſgreſſions, and thy 
fins | will remember no more. And I defire, that 
the praile of the Loxp, may be ever in my heart. 

a 45 5 « Ann 
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&© Ann Simmonds deſires to return hearty thanks 


to Gov, for the great mercies ſhe received laft. 
night, For ſhe has a full affurance, of her redemp- 


tion in the blood of CuRIST. 
% Mary K 
for giving her a freſh ſenſe of her forgiveneſs, 
« Mary F deſires to return thanks, for that 


the Loxpd hath made her triumph, over bn, earth 


and hell. 
„% Mary W—n abſives to return thanks to Al- 
mighty 20h for a freſh ſenſe of forgiveneſs. 
„ Sir, I defire to return humble thanks to Al- 
mighty Goo, for the comfortable aturance of his 
pardoning love.“ E. C 


Many others took an oop6ttthiry of ſpesking to 


me, and declaring, What God had done for their 
fouls. But one came to me, Mrs, Sp—=—, who was 
ſtill torn in pieces with ſorrow and doubts atid fears, 
Het chief fear, ihe faid, was, „That we were alt 
Papifts,” I aſked her, How ſhe rame 10 fear this, 
after ſhe had heard us preach for near three yeats, 
and been more than a twelvemonth in the Society! 
She ſaid, „Why it is not long fince 1 met with a' 
getitleman, who told me, He was a Roman Catholic, 
And when I aſked him, If Mr. Wefley was a Papiſt, | 


he would not ſay, Yes or no: But only Mr, W. is 


a very good man, and you do well to hear him.“ 
Beſides, it is but two or three nights fince, as I wes 
juſt letting out to come 10 the Room, Miſs 61 —— 
met me and ſaid, * My der friend, you ſha'nt go: 
Indeed vou ma'nt: Vou don't know what you do. 
I aſſure you, Mr. W. is a Papiſt: And fo am I : He 
converted me. You kiow, How 1 uled to pray to 
ſaints and to the virgin Mary, It was Mr. W. 

taught me when J was in the Bands, And I faw 
him rock the cradie on Chriſtmas Eve: You know 
I ſcorn to tell a lie,” «+ Well, but, ſaid I, how 
comes it that none of the reſt who are in the Bands, 
have found this out as well as you?” „ O, replied 
ſhe, they are not let into the ſecret yet, Perhaps, 
if you was in the Bands, you might not hear a 
word of it for a year or more, O! you can't 
imagine the depth of the deſign,” The maid at her 
G 2 back 


defires to return thanks to Goo, | 
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back then fell a crying and ſaid, „Indeed, Madam! 
Miſs Gr talks fo fine! Do! Madam, mind what 
ſhe ſays.” So between one and the. other, poor 
Mrs. Sp— was utterly confounded. 

Perhaps I need obſerve no more upon this, than 
that the Popiſh prieſt knew well, How much it 
would be for the intereſt of his church, to have me 
accounted a member of it : And that Miſs Gr 
had lately been raving mad, (in conſequence of a 
fever): That as ſuch, ſhe was tied down in bed: 
And as ſoon as ſhe was ſuffered to go abroad, went 
to Mr. Whitefield, to inquire of him, Whether he 
was not a Papiſt? But he quickly perceived, She 
was only a lunatick, the nature of her diſorder ſoon 
| betraying itſelf, O that all who advance the ſame 
aſſertion with her, had as good a plea to urge in 
their excuſe! | 
Sunday 26, In the evening I rode to Marſhheld, 
The next evening I reached Whitchurch, Tueſday- 
28. In the morning I preached at Great Marlow, 
on the Phariſee and the Publican. Many were ſur- 
prized, and perhaps in ſome meaſure convinced, 
(But how ſhort lived are molt of theſe convictions! 
That *tis very polſible a man may be a Pharifee now, 
—yea, though he be not a Methodiſt, | 

A little before twelve I came to Windſor, I was 
ſoon informed, thit a large number of the rabble, 
had combined together, and declared again and again, 
There ſhould be no preaching there that day.“ In 
order to make all ſure, they had provided Gun- 
powder enough, and other things ſome days before, 
But Burnham Fair coming between, they agreed to 
go thither firſt, and have a little diverſion there, 
Accordingly they went, and beltowed a few of their 
crackers, upon their brother-mob at Burnham, But 
theſe, not being Methedi/ts, did not take it well, 
turned upon them, and gave them chaſe, They. 
took ſhelter in a houſe, But that would not ſerve, 
For thoſe without, ſoon forced a way in, and ſeized 
on as many as they could find, who, upon infor-, 
mation made, were {ent to goal. The reſt run away: 
ſo that when I came, none hindered or interrupted, 
In the evening I came to London; 1 propoſed 

| | ipending 
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ſpending a fortnight there, and then returning to 
Briſtol, 

I ſpent this time, partly in ſpeaking leverally, to 
all the members of the Society; partly in making a 
full enquiry into thoſe devices of Satan, whereof I 
had fcarce ever heard or read before, And I be- 
lieve they were now throughly difcovered and 
brought to nought, O may they never more de- 
ceive the hearts of the ſimple! 

Monday. Oct. 11. J had deſigned to leave London. 
But Mr. Richards being taken ill, I put off my jour- 
ney. He was much better on Tuelday ; ſo Þ ſet; 
out the next morning, and hefore. ſeven in the 
evening reached the halt-way houſe, four miles 
ſhort of Hungerford, 

I now found it was well, I did not ſet out on 
Monday, in order to be at Briſtol on Tueſday night, 
as uſual. For all the travellers who went that way 
on Tueſday were robbed, But on Thurſday, the- 
road was clear, ſo that I came ſafe to Kingswood- 
in the afternoon, and in the evening preached at 
Briſtol. f 

My chief buſineſs now was, To examine eng 

the Society in Kingswood. This found me full 
employment for ſeveral days. On Wedneſday 27, 
having finiſhed my work, I ſet out very early, and 
(though my horſe fell lame) on SURG evenmny 
came to London, 

Friday 29. J largely explained, Where the ſpirit of 
the Lord ts, there is liberty namely, liberty to obey” 
the whole will of God; to be and do whatſoever he 
hath commanded : in a word, to love God with all 
our heart, and to ſerve him with all our ſtrength.” 

Sunday 31. Several of the Leaders deſired, to have 
an hour's converſation with me; I found they were 
greatly perplext about“ Want of management, ill 
huſbandry, encouraging idlenels, improper diſtri- 
bution of money,“ „being impoſed upon by far 
pretences,“ and „ men who taked well, be had: 
no grace in their hearts,” —I aſked, ** Who thoſe 
men were?” But that they could not tell. Who 
_ encouraged idleneſs? when and how?” What 
money had been improperly diſtributed ? By whom 
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and to whom?” «© In what inſtances I had been 
impoſed on (as I preſumed they meant me) and 
what were the particulars of that ill huſbandry and 
miſmanagement of which they complained ? They 
ſtared at one another, as men in amaze, I began to 
be amazed too, not being able to imagine what was 
the matter, till one dropt a word, by which all came 


out. They had been talking with Mr. Hall, who 


had ſtarted ſo many objections againſt all J ſaid or 
did, that they were in the utmoſt conſternation, till 
the fire thus broke out ; which then at once vaniſhed 


away. 


Wedneſday, Nov. g. Two of thoſe who are called 
propliets, defired to ſpeak with me, They told me, 
« They were ſent from God, with a meſlage to me, 
which was, That very ſhortly, I ſhould be borned 
again.“ One of them added, „That they would 
ſtay in the houſe till it was done, unleſs I turned 
them out.” I anſwered gravely, „I will not turn 
you out.” And ſhewed them down into the So- 
ciety Room. It was tolerably cold, and they had 
neither meat nor drink. However there they ſat 
from morning to evening. They then went quietly 


away, and I have heard nothing from them ſince. 


Sunday 7. I concluded the Epiſtle to the He- 
brews, that ſtrong barrier againſt the too prevailing 
imagination, That the privileges of Chriftian be- 
lievers are to be meaſured by thole of the eus. Not 
ſo : That Chriſtians are under a better covenant, eſta- 


bliſhed upon better promiles; That although the law 


made nothing perfect, made none perfect either in 
holineſs or happineſs, vet the bringing in of a better 
hope did, by which we now draw nigh unte God : this 
is the great truth continually inculcated herein, and 


running through this whole Epiſtle. 


Monday 8. 1 ſet out at four, reached Northamp- 
ton that night, and the next evening, Donnington- 
Park. Wedneſday 10, I rode on to Rufworth-Inn, 
and on Saturday 13, reached Newcallle, | 
My brother had been here for ſome weeks be— 


Fore, and was but juſt returned to London, At 


' eight I met the wild, ſtaring, loving Society, But 
not them alone, as I had deligned, For we cauld 


not 
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not perſuade the ſtrangers to leave us. So that we 
only ſpent about an hour in prayer. 
Sunday 14. I began preaching at five o'clock, (a 
thing never heard of before in theſe parts) on, I came 
not to call the righteous, but finners to repentance, And 
the victorious ſweetneſs of the grace of God, was 
reſent with his word, At ten we went to All- 
Rains, where was ſuch a number of communicants, 
as I have ſcarce ſeen but at Briſtol or London, At 
four I preached in the Square of the Keelman's 
Hoſpital, on, By grace ye are ſaved through faith. 
It rained and hailed hard, both before and after ; 
but there were only ſome ſcattering drops while 1 
preached, which frighted away a few careleſs hear- 
ers. 1 met the Society at fix, and exhorted all, 
who had ſet their hand to the plough, not to look 
back. 
Monday 15. I began at five expounding The Ads 
of the Apoſtles. In the afternoon (and every after- 
noon this week) 1 ſpoke ſeverally with the mem- 
bers of the Society. On Tueſday evening, I began 
the Epiſtle to the Romans. After ſermon the So- 
ciety met, I reproved fome among them who 
walked diſorderly ; and earneſtly beſought them 
all, To beware left by reaſon of their ſins, the way 
of truth ſhould be evil ſpoken of, 
_ - Thurſday 18. I could not but obſerve, the dif- 
ferent manner, wherein God is pleaſed to work in 
different places. The grace of God flows here with 
a wider ſtream than it did at firſt either in Briſtol 
or Kingſwood. But it does not fink ſo deep, as it 
did there, Few are throughly convinced of fin, and 
ſcarce any can witnels, That the Lamb of God has 
taken away their fins, | . | 
Friday 19. I found the firſt witneſs of this good 
confeſſion. Margaret H (O how fallen ſince 
then!) told me, that the night before, her ſight 
(an odd circumſtance) and her ſtrength were taken 
away at once, At the ſame time the love of God 
ſo overflowed her ſoul, that ſhe could not ipeak 
or move. N 

James R—— alſo gave me an account to da 


That in going home the day before, he loſt his 
light 
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fight in a moment, and was forced to catch hold: 


of ſome rails for fear of falling. He continues 
under ſtrong convittion, longing for the ſalvation 
of God. 

Sund. 21, After preaching in the Room at five, 


I began preaching about eight at the Hoſpital. It 


rained all the time; but that did not diſturb either 
me or the congregation, while I explained, Thou 
fhalt call his name Jelus ; for He uy ſave has people 
from their fins. 

Tueſ. 23. There ſeemed in | the evening to be a 
deeper work in many ſouls than I obſerved before. 
Many trembled exceedingly : {ix or ſeven (both men 
and women) dropped down dead, Some cried unto 
God out of the deep: others would have cried; but 
their voice was loſt. And ſome have found that 
the Lord is gracious and merciful, forgiving iniquity 
and tranſgrejhon and ſin. 

Thurid. 25. In the evening God was pleaſed to 
wound many more who were quiet and at eaſe. 
And I could not but obſerve, That here the very beſt 
people, fo called, were as deeply convinced as open 
ſinners. Several of theſe were now conſtrained to 
roar aloud, for the diſquietneſs of their hearts; and 
theſe zenorally not young, (as in moſt other places) 
but either middle-aged, or well-ſtricken in years, 

1 never faw a work of God in any other place, 


fo evenly and gradually carried on. It continually 
riſes ſtep by ſtep. Not ſo much ſeems to be done at 


any one time as hath frequently been at Brijtol or 
London but ſomething, at every time. It is the 
lame with particular fouls, I ſaw none in that tri— 
pn of faith, which has been fo common in other 

laces. . But the believers go on, calm and ſteady, 


Let Ged doas ſeemeth Him good, 


Frid. 26. Between twelve and one, I preached; 
in a convenient ground at Fhicham, two or three 
miles from Newcajile, 1 ſpoke ſtrong, rough words; 
but I did not, perceive, that any regarded what ww 
ſpoken. The people indeed were exeecding quiet, 


and the cold kept them from falting ailcep ; ti) (be- 


fore two) I left them, very well OSS? with the 
preacher, 'and with themlelb es. a 
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Sund. 28, I preached both at five in the room, 
and at eight in the hoſpital, on Him hath God exalt- 
ed to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance and 
remiſſion of fins, We then walked over to Tan- 
held-Leigh, (about ſeven miles from Newcalltle.) 
Here a large company of people were gathered to- 
gether, from all the country round about ; to whom 
I expounded the former part of the fifth chapter to 
the Romans, But ſo dead, ſenſeleſs, unaifeted 
a congregation, have I ſcarce ſeen except at Whick- 
am. Whether goſpel or law, or Engliſh or Greek, 
ſeemed all one to them, | | 

Yet the ſeed ſown here, was not quite loſt, For 


on Thurſday morning between four and five, John 
Brown, then of Tanfield-Leigh, was waked out of 


ſleep, by the voice that raiſeth the dead. And ever 


ſince he has been full of love and peace and joy in 


the Holy Ghoſt. . 

At four I preached in the Hoſpital- Square, to the 
largeſt congregation I had ſeen ſince we left London, 
on jelus Chriſt our wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctißcation 
and redemption. 

Wedneſd. Dec. 1. We had ſeveral places offered, 
an which to build a room for the ſociety. But none 
was ſuch as we wanted, And perhaps there was a 
providence in not finding any as yet. For by this 


means I was kept at Newcaltle, whether I would 


or no. 

Saturd. 4, I was both ſurprized and grieved, at a 
genuine inſtance of enthuſiaſm. B Wo 
Tanheld-Leigh, who had received a ſenſe of the 
love of God a few days before, came riding thro” 
the town, hollowing and ſhouting, and driving all 
the people before him, telling them, God had told 
him, he ſhould be a king, and ſhould tread all his 
enemies under his feet.“ I ſent him home imme- 
diately to his work, and adviſed him to cry day and 
night to God, that he might be lowly in heart; leſt 
Satan ſhould again get an advantage over him, 

To day a gentleman called and offered me a piece 
of ground, On Monday an article was drawn, 
wherein he agreed to put me into polleſhon on 
Thurſday, upon payment of thirty N * 
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Tueſd. 7. was ſo ill in the morning, that J 
was obliged to ſend Mr. Williams to the Room. He 
afterwards went to Mr. Stephenſon, a merchant 


in the town, who had a paſſage through the ground 
Ve intended to buy, I was willing to purchaſe that 


paſſage. Mr. Stephenſon told him, «Sir, I don't 
want money, But if Mr. Weſley wants ground, 
He may have a piece of my garden, adjoining to the 
place you mention. I am at a word. For forty 
pounds he ſhall have ſixteen yards in breadth, and 
thirty in length.” Te RR. 

Wedneſd. 8, Mr, Stephenſon and I figned an 


article, and I took poſſeſſion of the ground. But 


J could not fairly go back from my agreement with 
Mr. Riddel, So I entered on his ground at the 
ſame time. The whole is about forty yards in length: 
in the middle of which we determined to build the 
houſe, leaving room for a ſmall court- yard before, 


and a little garden behind the building. 


Sund. 12, I expounded at five the former part 
of the parable of the ſower. At eight I preached in 
the Square on, 1 am the good Shepherd : the good 
Shepherd layeth down his life for the ſheep. The effect 
of what had been ſpoken in the morning, now evi- 
dently appeared. For one could not oblerve any in 


the congregation, to ſtir hand or foot, When the 


ſermon was done, they divided to the right and left, 
none offering to go till I was paſt. And then they 
walked quietly and ſilently away, leſt Satan ſhould 
catch the ſeed out of their hearts. | Es 

Mond. 13. I removed into a lodging adjoining 
to the ground where we were preparing to build, 
But the violent froſt obliged us to delay -the work. 
I never felt fo intenſe cold before. In a room 
where a conſtant fire was kept, tho' my deſk was 


fixed within a yard of the chimney, I could not 


write for a quarter of an hour together, withoutmy 
hands being quite benumbed 3 

Wedneſ. 15. I preached at Horſeley upon Tyne, 
eight {computed) miles from Newcaſtle, It was 
about two in the afternoon, The houſe not contain- 
ing the people, we ſtood in the open air, in ſpite of 
| 155 | e the 
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the froſt. I preached again in the evening, and in 
the morning. We then chole to walk home, havin 
each of us catched a violent cold, by riding the day 
before. Mine gradually wore off, But Mr. Mey- 
rick's increaſed, fo that on Friday he took his bed. 
I adviſed him to bleed: But he imagined he ſhould 
be well without it ina few days, 

Sund. 19, I cried to all who felt themſelves loſt, 
Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chrifl and thou ſhalt be 
faved : And in the afternoon, Ho! every one that 
thirſteth, come ye to the waters, At that hour one who 
was bitterly mourning after Chriſt (Mary Emerſon 
was filled with joy unſpeakable. , 

Mond. 20, We laid the firſt ſtone of the houſe, 
Many were gathered from all parts to fee it: But 
none ſcoffed or interrupted, while we praiſed God 
and prayed, That he would prolper the work of our 
hands upon us. Three or four times in the evening, 
I was forced to break off preaching, that we might 
pray and = thanks to God, 
When I came home, they told me the phyſicia 
ſeid, He did not expect Mr, Meyrick would live till 
the morning, I went to him; but his pulſe was 
gone. He had been ſpeechleſs and ſenſeleſs for ſome 
time. A fewof us immediately joined in prayers, I 
(relate the naked fact.) Before we had done, his ſenſe 
and his ſpeech returned. Now he that will account 
for this by natural cauſes, has my free leave, But 
I chuſe to lay, This 1s the power of God ! $ 

Thurſ. 23. It being computed, That ſuch a houfe 
as was propoſed, could not be finiſhed under ſeven 
hundred pounds, many were poklitive, It would 
never be finiſhed at all : Others, That I ſhould not 
live to fee it covered. I was of another mind; 
nothing doubting but as it was begun for God's fake, 
He would provide what was needful for the finiſh- 
ing it. 

Sat. Dec. 23. The phyſician told me, «© He 

could do no more: Mr. Meyrick could notlive over 

the night,” I went up and found them all crying 

about him: his legs being cold and (as it ſeemed) 

dead alrcady, We all kneeled down, and called 

upon God, with ſtrong cries and tears. He hy gs 
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his eys, and called for me. And from that hour he 


continued to recover his: ſtrength, 'till he was re- 


ſtored to perfect health.— I wait to hear, Who will 


Either diſprove this fact or philoſophically account 
for it. | | 
Sund. 26. From thoſe words, Sing we merrily 
unto God our ſtrength ; make a chearful noiſe unto the 
God of Jacob ; I took occaſion to ſhew The uſual 


way of keeping theſe days holy in honour of the 
birth of our Lord; Namely, By an extraordinary 


degree of gluttony and drunkenneſs; by heathen, and 
worſe than heathen diverſions (with their conſtant 
attendants, paſſion and ſtrife, curling, ſwearing and 
blaſphemy :) And by dancing and card playing, 
equally conducive to the glory of God. I then del- 
cribed The right way of keeping a day holy to the 
Loid; by extraordinary prayer, publick and pri- 
vate, by thankſgiving; by hearing, reading and 
meditating on his word, and by talking of all his 


wondrous works, 


Mond. 27. I rode to Horſeley. The houſe being 
too ſmall, I was obliged again to preach in the open 
air. But ſo furious a {torm have I ſeldom known. 
The wind drove upon us like a torrent, coming by 
turns from eaſt, weit, north and ſouth. The ſtraw 
and thatch flew round our heads; fo that one would 


have imagined, it could not be long, before the 


houſe muſt follow: But ſcarce any one ſtirred, 
much leſs went away, till I diſmiſt them with the 
peace of God, ITN 

Tueſd. 28. I preached in an open place at Swal- 
well, two or three miles from Newcaſtle, Ihe 
wind was high and extremely ſharp: but I ſaw 
none go away, till I went, Yet I obſerved none 
that ſeemed to be much convinced: Only ſtunned, 
as if cut in the head. | 

Wednef, 29. After preaching (as uſual) in the 
ſquare, I took horſe for Tanfield, More than once 
I was only not blown off my horſe, However at 
three I reached the Leigh, and explained to a mul- 
titude of people the ſalvation which is thro? faith. 
Afterwards I met the ſociety in a large upper room, 


which rocked to and fro with the violence of the 


Horm, 
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ſtorm, But all was calm within, and we rejoiced 
together in hope of a kingdom which cannot be 
moved, 155 as 

Thurſd. go. I carefully examined thoſe, who had 
lately cried out in the congregation. Some of theſe, 
I found, could give no account at all, How or 
wherefore they had done ſo: Only, that of- a ſud- 


den they dropt down they knew not how; and 


what they afterwards ſaid or did they knew not : 
Others could juſt remember, They were in fear; 
but could not tell, what they were in fear of, Se- 
veral ſaid, They were afraid of the devil: And this 
was all they knew, But afew gave a more intelligi- 
ble account, of the piercing ſenſe they then had of 
their ſins, both inward and outward, which were 
ſet in array againlt them round about: Of the dread 
they were in, of the wrath of God and the puniſh- 
ment they had delerved, into which they ſeemed 
to be juſt falling, without any way to eſcape, One 
of them told me, © I was as if J was juſt falling 
down, from the higheſt place I had ever ſeen. I 
thought the devil was puſhing me off, and that God 
had forlaken me.” Another ſaid, „I felt the very 
fire of hell, already kindled in my breaſt: And all 
my body was in as much pain, as if Thad been in 
a burning fiery furnace,” What wiſdom is that, 
which rebuketh theſe, that they ſhould hold their 
peace? Nay, let ſuch an one cry after Jeſus of Na- 
zareth, till He faith, Thy faith hath made thee whole! 
At eleven I preached my farewell ſermon in the 


Hoſpital-ſquare. I never ſaw ſuch a congregation. 


there before: Nor did Jever ſpeak ſo ſearchingly. I 
could not conclude 'till one, and then both men, wo- 
men and children hung upon me, ſo that T knew 
not which way to diſengage myfelf. After ſome 
time I got to the gate, and took horſe; but even 


then „ muckle woman” (as ene called her in great 


anger) kept her hold and ran by the horſe's fide; thro' 
thick and thin, down to Sandgate. Jonathan Reeves 
rode with me, We reached Darlington that night, 
and Borough-Bridge the next day. 

What encouragement have we to ſpeak far God! 
At our inn we met an ancient man, who fcemed by 
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his converſation, never to have thought, Whether he 


had any ſoul, or no. Before we ſet out, I ſpoke a 
few words, concerning Py ring and idle conver- 


lation, The man appeared quite broken in pieces, 


The tears ſtarted into his eyes, And he acknow- 
ledged, (with abundance of thanks to me) his own 


guilt and the goodneſs of God, | 


Sat, January 1, 1743. Between Doncaſter and 


Epworth, I overtook one who immediately accoſt- 


ed me, with ſo many, and ſo impertinent queſtions, 


that I was quite amazed, In the midſt of ſome of 
them concerning my travels and my journey, I in- 
terrupted him and aſked, © Are you aware, that we 
are on a longer journey? That we are travelling to- 
ward eternity?“ He replied inſtantly, „O, I find 


you, I find you! I know where you are, Is not your 


name Weſley P it is pity! it is great pity ! Why could 
not your father's religion ſerve you ? Why mult you. 
have a new religion? “ I was going to reply; but 
he cut me ſhort, by crying out in triumph, *I am 
a chriſtian ! I am a chriſtian! I am a church- man! 
I am a church-man! I am none of your Culamites.”? 
As plain as he could ſpeak ; for he was ſo drunk, 
he: could but juſt keep his ſeat. Having then clearly 
won the day, or as his phraſe was © put them all 
down, he began kicking his horſc on both ſides; 
and rode off as faſt as he could, | 

In theevening I reached Epworth. Sund, 2, At 
fve, I preached on So is every one who ts born of the 
Spirit. About eight I preached from my father's 
tomb, on Heb. viii. 11, Many from the neighbour- 
ing towns, aſked, If it would not be as well, as it 
was ſacrament Sunday, for them to receive it? I 
told them, By all means, But it would be more 


reſpectful firſt To aſk Mr, Romley, the curate's | 


leave. One did ſo, in the name of the reſt. To. 


whom he ſaid, © Pray tell Mr. Weſley, I ſhall not 


give him the ſacrament, For he 1s not fit. ” 
How wiſe a God is our God! There could not 


have been, ſo fit a place under heaven, where This 

ſhould befall me firſt, as my father's houſe, the place 

of my nativity, and the very place, where, accord- 

ing to the ſtraiteſt [ett of our religion, I ny _ | 
428 ive 
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lived a phariſee! It was alſo fit in the higheſt de- 
gree, That he who repelled me from that very table, 
where I had myſelf {o often diſtributed the bread 
of life, ſhould be one who owed his all in this 
world, to the tender. love which my father had 
ihewn to his, as well as perſonally to himſelf. 

Mond. g. I rode to Birſtal, where John Nelſon 
gave a melancholy account, of many that did run 
well, I told him, “ I was willing they ſhould be 
with the Germans as witi us, if they did but grow 
in grace.“ He ſaid, © But that is not the caſe. They 
grow worle inſtead of better, They are changed 
both in their tempers and lives. But not for the 
better at all, They now do things without ſcruple, 
w hich they could not do before, They are light 
and trifling in their behaviour. They are eaſy and 
thoughtleſs; having now no holy fear, no earneit 
care to work out their own ſalvation, ?? 

Wedneſ. 5. I came wet and weary to Sheffield, 
and on Friday to Donnington-Park : Which I left 
before eight, the next morning, in order to got 
Wedneſbury in Staffordſhire, I was immediately 
met by a vehement ſhower of Rain, driven full in 
my face by a ſtrong wind, But in an hour, the 
day was clear and calm, About four in the after- 
noon I came to Wedneſbury. At ſeven I preached 
in the Towr-hall. It was filled from end to end! 
and all appeared to be deeply attentive, while I ex» 
plained Thts ig the covenant which I will make after 
thoſe days, faith the Lord. . 

Sund. 9. The hall was filled again at fi ve; And 
I proclaimed The name of the Lord; The Lord, the 
Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, and 
avundant in goodneſs and truth, At eight we met in 


the place where my brother preached, made, as it | 


were, for the great congregation, It is a large hol- 
low, ſcarcely a mile from the town, capable of con- 
taining four or five thouſand people, They ſtood 
in a half circle one above another, and ſeemed all 
to receive with joy, That great truth, The kingdom of 
God is not meats and drinks, but righteouſneſs and peace 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, | 

In the afternoon, Mr. Egginton preached a p lain 
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uſefual ſermon. Almoſt the whole congregation 
then went down to the place, where abundance of 
eople were already waiting for us: So that the 
hollow could not contain them, but was edged 
round, with thoſe who came from all parts. My 
ſubject was, By grace ye are ſaved thro' faith, O that 
all who heard might experience this falvation ! 

Mond. 10. I preached at five, at eight, and at 
three. In the intervals of preaching I ſpoke to all 
who deſired it. Laſt night twenty-nine of them 
were joined together. Tueſd. 11. about an hun- 
dred. O that none of theſe may draw back to per- 
dition! Let theſe believe, unto the ſaving of their 


foul ! 


Wedneſ. 12. I took my leave of them in the 
morning, by ſhewing the difference between the 
righteouſneſs of the law and that of faith: And in 
the evening, explained to a large congregation at 
Eveſham, So is every one that is born of the Spirit. 

Thurſ. 13. I rode to Stratford upon Avon, I 


Had ſcarce ſat down, before I was informed, That 


Mis. K— a middle aged woman, of Shattery, half 
a mile from Stratford, had been for many weeks 


| laſt paſt, in a way which no body could underſtand: 


That ſhe had ſent for a miniſter, but almoſt as ſoon 
as he came, began roaring in ſo ſtrange a manner, 
(her tongue at the ſame time hanging out of her 


mouth, and her face diſtorted into the moſt terrible 
form) that he cried out, „It is the Devil doubtleſs! 


It is the Devil!” And immediately went away. 
I ſuppoſe, this was ſome unphiloſophical miniſ- 


ter. Elſe he would have ſaid, © Stark mad! Send 


her to Bedlam,” Wap 

1 aſked, * What good do you think I can do?“ 
O:e anſwered, © We cannot tell. But Mrs, K. (I 
juſt relate what was ſpoken to me, without paſſing 
any judgment upon it) earneſtly defired you might 
come, if you was any where near: ſaying, She had 
ſeen you in a dream, end ſhould know you immedi- 
atcly. But the Devil ſaid (thoſe were her own 
expreſſions,) I will tear thy throat out before he 
comes.” But afterwards (me foid) his words were, 
„f he does come, I will let thce be pet and 

— thou 
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thou ſhalt be as if nothing ailed thee, till he is gone 
away. | ; 
A very odd kind of madneſs this! I walked over 
about noon : But when we came to the houſe, deſir- 
ed all thoſe who came with me, to ſtay below. 
One ſhewing me the way, I went up ſtrait to her 
room. As ſoon as I came to the bedſide, She fixt 
her eyes and faid, © You are Mr. Weſley, I am 
very well now, I thank God. Nothing ails me; 
only 1 am weak.“ I called them up, and we began 
to ting, 


« Feſu, thou haſt bid us pray, 
Pray always and not faint ; 

With the Word, a Power convey 
To utter our Complaint— 


After ſinging a verſe or two we kneeled down to 
prayer, I had but jult begun my eyes being ſhut) 
when 1 felt as if J had been plunged into cold wa- 
ter. And immediately there was ſuch a roar, that 
my voice was quite drowned, tho” I ſpoke as loud 
as I uſually do, to three or four thouſand people. 
However I prayed on, She was then reared up in 
bed, her whole body moving at once, without bend. 
ing one joint or limb, juſt as if it were one piece of 
{tone, Immed:ately after it was writhed into all 
kind of poſtures, the ſame horred yell continuing 
ſtill. But we left her not, till all the ſymptoms 
cealed, and ſhe was, (for the preſent, at leaſt) re- 
Joicing and praiſing God. | | 
Between one and two I preached at Stratford, on 
The Son of man hath power on earth to forgive ſins. 
Moſt of the hearers ſtood like poſts. But ſome 
mocked, Others blaſphemed. And a few believed, 

1 preached at Eveſham in the evening, rode to 
Painſwick the next day, and on Sat, 15. to Briſtol : 
Where, the following week I ſpoke to each mem- 
ber of the fociety, and rejoiced over them, finding 
they had not been barren or unfruitful in the knows 
ledge of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. | 

Mond. 24. I preached at Bath, Some of the rich 
and great were prefent : To whom, as the reſt I de- 
clared with all plainneſs of ſpeech, 1. That, by na- 
ture, they where all children of wrath, 2, That all 

H 3 their 
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their natural tempers were corrupt and abominable 


and 3, All their words'and works, which could ne- 
ver be. any better but by faith: And that, 4. A na- 
tural man has no more faith than a devil, if ſo much, 
One of them my Lord , ſtayed very patiently, 
till I came to the middle of the fourth head. Then 
ſtarting up he ſaid, © Tt is hot! it is very hot,“ and 
got down ſtans as faſt as he could. 

Several of the gentry deſired to ſtay, at the meet- 

ing of the ſociety: To whom I explained the nature 
of inward religion, words flowing upon me faſter 
than-J could ſpeak. One of them (a noted infidel ) 
hung over the next ſeat in an attitude not to be de- 
icribed; And when he went, left half a guinea 
with Mary Naylor, for the ule of the poor, 
On the following days I ſpoke with each member 
of the ſociety in Kingſwood, I cannot underſtand, 
How any miniſter can hope, ever to give up his ac- 
count with joy, unleſs (as Ignatius adviſes) he 
„know all his flock by name; not overlooking the 
men ſervants and maid ſervants, ”? | 

I left Briſtol on Friday 28: Came to Reading on 
Saturday, and to Windſor on Sunday morning, 
Thence Iwalked over to Egham, where Mr | 

reached, one of the moſt miſerable ſermons I ever 


heard! Stuffed ſo full of dull, ſenſeleſs, improbable 


lies, of thoſe he complimented with the title of 
Falſe Prophets. | | 

I preached at one, and endeavoured to reſcue the 
poor text (Matt. vii. 16.) out of ſo bad hands, 
About four I left Egham, and at eight in the even- 
ing met a joyiul congregation at the Foundery, 

Mond. 31. One writing to delire, that I would 
preach on Iſaiah lviii. I willingly complied with 
his requeſt in the evening, A day or two after I 
received a letter from a girl of ſixteen or ſeventeen, 
whom I had often obſerved, as being in an eminent 
degree, of a meek and lowly ſpirit, Some of her 
words were; „I do not think, there were above ſix 
or ſeven words of the true goſpel in your whole 
ſermon. | think nothing ought to concern you, 
but the errand which the Lord gave you. But, 
how far are you from this? You preach = the 
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law than the goſpel!” Ah, my poor ill ſiſter! 
Thou art. an apt ſcholar indeed! I did not expect 
this quite ſo ſoon, 

Wednef. Feb. 2. My brother and I began viſit- 
ing the ſociety together, which employed us from 
lix in the morning every day, till near fix in the 
evening. Sund. 6. I preache Nn the morning, on 
While we have opportunity, let us & good unto all men, 
and in the aftzernoen, on By m nifeſtation of the 
truth, commending ourſelves to every man's conſcience in 
the fight of God. So rough a chattty-ſermon was 
fcarce ever heard, But God gavyg it his bleſliag : 
Inſomuch that fifty pounds were contributed, to- 
ward finiſhing the houſe at Newcaltle, 

Frid, 11. I called on poor Joſeph Hodges, who 
after fo long withſtanding all the wiles of the ene- 
my, has been at laſt induced, by his fatal regard for 
Mr. Hall, to renounce my brother and me, in form, 
But he had perfettly learned the exerciſe of his | 
arms, He was fo happy, ſo poor a ſinner, that to 
produce either ſcripture or reaſon againit him, was 
mere beating the air, 

Mond. 14. I left London, arid (riding 1 
and late) the next evening came to Newark. Here [ 
met with a few who had taſted the good word: One 
of whom received me gladly, aud deſired me when- 
ever I came to Newark, To make his n my 
home. 

Wedneſ. 16. I reached Epworth, 1 was to preach 
at fix, But the houſe not being able to contain 
half the congregation, I went out "and declared, Ie 
love Him, becauſe He firſt loved us, In the morning, 
Fhurſ, 11 1 largely explained, The ſpirit of adop- 
tion, whereby we cry, Abba Father, And it was high 
time; for 1 ſoon found the ſpirit of deluſion was 
gone abroad here alſo: And ſome began to boaſt 
That Chriſt had made them free, who were ſtill the 
ſervants of fin, In the evening I preached on that 
bold aſſertion of St. John (indeed of Il who have 
the true ſpirit of adoption) We 'know that we are of 
God. and the whole world lieth in wickedneys 

Fridey 18. I rode torward for Newcaltle., We 
enquired at Poplington, a little town three miles 


beyond. 
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beyond York, and hearing. there was no other town 
near, thought it beſt to call there. A Bible lying in 
the window, mv fellow-traveller aſked the woman 
of the houſe, It ſhe read that book ? She ſaid, ““ Sir, 
cannot read, the worle is my luck. But that 
great girl is a rare ſcholar. And vet ſhe carcs not, 
if ſhe never look in a book, She minds nout but 
lay.“ I began ſoon after to ſpeak to our landiord, 
while the old woman drew cloler and cloſer to me. 
The girl ſpun on. But all on a ſudden the ſtopped 
her wheel, Þurſt out into tears, and, with all that 
were in the houle, fo devoured our words, that we 
{carce knew how to go away, | | 
in the evening we came to Borough-bridge, and 
Sat. 19, to Newcaſtle. 

Sund. 20. I went on in expounding the Acts 
of the Apoſtles, and St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans. 
In the following week I diligently enquired, Who 
they were that did not walk according to the goſpel? 
In conlequence of which I wes obliged to put away 
above fifty perſons. There remained above eight 
hundred in the ſociety, 

Sat. 26. I viſited thoſe that were hack. One of 
theſe had kept her room for many months, ſo that 
ſfke had never heard the voice or ſeen the face of 
any preacher of this way. But God had taught 
her in the ſchool of affliction, She gave a plain and 
diſtinct account of the manner wherein ſhe received 
a ſenſe of her acceptance with God, more than a 

car before: and of a fuller manifeſtation of love, 
of which ſhe never after doubted for a moment. 

Mond. 28. I preached again at Horſeley, and 
ſpoke ſeverally with thoſe of the ſociety, The 
world now begins to take alarm, and to caſt out 
their name as evil. After a very good woman (ſo 
called) had uſed abundance of arguments, to hinder 
her neighbour from. going near theſe people, ſhe 
told her at length, Why none. but the wickedeſt 
people, upon earth go there: „ Nay then, replied 
the, I will go immediately. For I am ſure, none 
upon earth is wickeder than me. Such be the 
event of all worldly wiſdom! | 

Tueſday, March 1. I preached at two in Pelton, 
five miles ſouth of Newcaſtle, A multitude of peo- 

| ple 
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ple were gathered together, from all the neigliboar- 
ing towns, and (which I rejoiced at much more) 
from all the neighbouring pits, ' In riding home, I 
oblerved a little village called Chowden, which 
they told me conſiſted of colliers only. I refolved 
to preach there as ſoon as poſſible; for theſe are 
nners, and need repentance, | 

Sund. 6. I read over in the ſociety, the rules 
which all our members are to obſerve, and deſired 
every one ſeriouſly to conſider, whether he was 
willing to conform thereto or no? That this would 
ſhake many of them I knew well: and therefore on 
Mond. 7, I began viliting the clalles again, leſt that 
which ts lame ſhould be turned out of the way, 

Tueſd. 8. In the afternoon I preached on a 
ſmooth part of the Fell (or Common) near Chowden. 
1 found we were got into the very Kingſwood of 
the north, Twenty, or thirty wild children ran 
round us, as ſoon as we came, {taring as in amaze. 
They could not properly be ſaid to be either cloath- 
ed or naked, One of the largeſt, (a girl, about 
fifteen) had a piece of a ragged, dirty blanket, ſome 
way hung about her, and a kind of cap on her head, 
of the ſame cloth and colour, My heart was ex- 
ceedingly inlarged towards them. And they looked 
as if they would have ſwallowed me up: eſpecially 
while I was applying theſe words, Be it known unts 
you, men and brethren, that through this man is preach · 
ed unto you the forgiveneſs of fins. | 

Sat, 12. I concluded my ſecond courſe of viſit- 
ing, in which I enquired particularly into two 
things, 1. The caſe of thole who had almoſt every 
night the lait week cried out aloud, during the 
preaching, 2, The number of thoſe who were ſe- 
parated from us, and the reaſon and occaſion of it. 4 

As to the former I found, | 4 

1. That all of them (I think, not one excepted) 
were perſons in perfect health, and had not been 
ſubje& to fits of any Kind, till they were thus 
affected: ITS 

2, That this had come upon every one of them 
in a moment, without any previous notice, while 
they were either hearing the word of God, or -- 
thinking on what they had heard, 3, That 
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3. That in that moment they dropt down, loſt 

all their ſtrength, and were ſeized with violent pain. 

This they expreſſed in different manners. Some 
laid, They felt, juſt as if a ſword was running. 
through them; others, that they thought, a great 
weight lay upon them, as if it would ſqueeſe them 
into the earth. Some ſaid, They were quite choak- 
ed, ſo that they could not breathe; others, That 

ih their hearts ſwelled ready to burſt : others, that it 
(18 was as if their heart, as if all their inſide, as if their 
10 whole body was tearing all to pieces. 

1 Theſe ſymptoms I can no more impute to any 
natural cauſe, than to the Spirit of God, I can 

14 make no doubt, but it was Satan tearing them, as. 
14 they were coming to Chrift, And hence proceeded 

* | == thoſe grievous cries, whereby he might deftign both 
to diſcredit the work of God, and to affright fearful ; 
people from hearing that word, whereby their ſouls - a 
might be ſaved. 133 OE 

I found 4. That their minds had been as variouſ- 
ly affected as their bodies. Of this ſome could give 
ſcarce any account at all, which allo I impute to 
that wiſe ſpirit, purpoſely ſtunning and confound- 
ing as many as he could, that they might not be able 
to bewray his devices, Others gave a clear and par- 
ticular account, from the beginning to the end, 
The word of God pierced their fouls, and convin— 
ced them of inward, as well as outward fin. They 
ſaw and felt the wrath of God abiding on them, 
and were afraid of his judgments. , And here the 
accuſer came with great power, telling them, 
«© There was no hope, they were lolt for ever.“ The 
pains of body then ſeized them in a moment, and 
extorted thoſe loud and bitter cries, 

As to the latter, I obſerved, the number of thoſe 
who had left the ſociety, ſince Dec. go, was le- 
venty hx: | 

1 Fourteen of theſe (chiefly diſſenters} ſaid, They 
'F +» left it, becauſe otherwiſe their miniſters would not 
| give them the ſacrament : | 
Nine more, * becauſe their huſbands or wives 
were not willing they ſhould ſtay in it: 
Twelve, © becauſe their parents were not willing; 
13 | Five, 
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Five, © becauſe their maſter and miſtreſs would 
not let them come; 


Seven, becauſe their acquaintance perſuaded 


them to leave it; 
Five, becauſe people ſaid ſuch bad things of 
the ſociety: 
Nine, “. 660 they would not be laughed at: 
Three, « becauſe they would not loſe the poor's 
allowance ; 
Three more, becauſe they could not ſpare time 
to come; 
Two, © becauſe it was too far off: 
One, © becauſe ſhe was afraid of falling into fits: 
One, „ becauſe people were ſo rude in the ſtreet: 
Two, «© becauſe Thomas Naiſbit was in the ſociety: 
One, «becauſe he would not turn his back on 
his baptiſm ; 
One, «© becauſe we were mere church .of England 
men : And 5 
One, „ becaufe it was time enough t to ſerve God 
et. 3, 
4 The number of thole whe were expelled the 
ſociety was fixty-four. 
Io, for curſing and ſwearing, 
Two, for habitual ſabbath. breaking, 
Seventeen, for drunkenneſs, 
Two, tor retailing ſpirituous liquors, 
Three for quarrelling and brawling, 
One, for beating his wife, 
Three, for habitual, wilful lying, 
Four, for railing and evil- ſpeaking, 
One, for idleneſs and lazineſs: And 
Nine and twenty, for lightneſs and careleſneſs. 


Sund. 13. I went in the morning in order to 
ſpeak ſeverally with the members of the ſociety at 


Tankheld, From the terrible inſtances I met with 


here (and indeed in all parts of England) I am more 
and more convinced, That the Devil himſelf deſires 
nothing more than this, That the people of any 
place, ſhould be half awakened, and then left to 
themſelves, to fall afleep again. Therefore I deter- 
mine, by the grace of God, not to ſtrike one ſtroke 
in any place where I cannot follow the blow, 
Mond, 
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Mond. 14. I preached again near Chowden : 
and this I continued to do weekly, as well as at all 


the other places round Newcaltle, (except Swalwell) 


where I had preached once. 

Thurſd.'17, As I was preaching at Pelton, one 
of the old colliers, not much accultomed to things 
of this kind, in the middle of the fermon, began 
ſhouting amain, for mere ſatisfattion and joy of 
heart, But their uſual token of approbation (Which 
ſome what ſurprized me at firſt) was clapping me on 
the back. : 1 | 

Frid, 18, As I was meeting the leaders, a com- 
pany of young men, having prepared themſelves by 
ſtrong drink, broke open the door, and came ruſh- 
ing in with the utmoſt fury. I began praying for 


them immediately. Not one opened his mouth or 


lifted up a finger againit us, And after half an hour, 
we all went away together, in great quietneſs, and 


love, 


Tueſd. 22, I went to Southbiddick, - village of 
colliers, ſeven miles ſouth-eaſt of Newcaſtle. The 
ſpot where I ſtood, was juſt at the bottom of a 


1ſemi-circular-hill, on the riſing ſides of which many 


hundreds {tood ; but far more on the plain beneath. 
I cried to them, in the words of the prophet, Ohe 
dry bones hear the word of the Lord, Deep attention 
fat on every face. So that here alſo I believed it 
would be well, to preach weekly, 

Wed. 23. I met a gentleman in the ſtreets, curſ- 
ing and ſwearing in fo dreadful a manner, that I 
could not but ſtop him, He ſoon grew calmer, told 
me, © He muſt treat me with a glaſs of wine; and 
that he would come and hear me: only he was afraid, 
I ſhould: ſay ſomething againſt fighting of cocks, 

Frid. 25, At the preſling inſtance of a curling, 
{wcaring, drunken Papiſt, who would needs bring 
me into a flate of ſalvation, I ſpent ſome hours in 
reading an artful book, intitled, The Grounds of the 
old Religion, In the firſt thirty pages the author 
heaps up ſcriptures, concerning the privileges of 
the church. But all this is beating the. air, till he 
proves the Romanz/ts to be the church, i. e. That a 
part is the whole, In the ſecond chapter he brings 

Bo: many 
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many arguments to ſhew, “ That the ſcripture is not 
the fole rule of faith ; at leaſt, not if interpreted by 
private judgment, becauſe private judgrnent has no 
- Place in matters of religion!“ - Why at this mo- 


ment you are appealing to my private judgment: and 


you cannot poilibly avoid it. The foundation of 
vour, as well as my religion, muſt necellarily reſt 
here, Firſt you (as well as I) muſt judge for yourſelf, 
whether you are implicitly to follow the church or 
no; And alſo which is the true church? Elſe it is 
not poſſible to move one ſtep forward. 

This evening I preached in the ſhell of the new- 


houſe, on the rich man and Lazarus. A great mul- 
titude were gathered together there, moſt of whom 


ſtayed with us and watched unto the Lord. 

Sat, 26, . I preached at Burtley, a village four 
miles ſouth of Newcaſtle, ſurrounded by colliers on 
every fide The greater part of the congregation, 
carneſtly attended to thoſe ſolemn words, The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me; becauſe He hath anointed me to 
preach the goſpel to the poor. 

onday 28, I was aſtoniſhed to find it was real 
fact (what I would not believe before) That three of 
the diſſenting miniſters, (Mr. A—rs, Mr. A—ng, 
and Mr, B—) had agreed together, * to exclude all 
thoſe from the holy communion, who would not re- 
frain from hearing us.” Mr. A —ns publickly 
_ affirmed, We were all Papiſts, and our doctrine 
was mere popery.” Apd Mr. B—, in the concluſion 
of a courſe of ſermons, which he preached profeſſ- 
edly againſt us, went a ſtep farther {till : for after 
he had confeſt many texts in the Bible are for 
them :”” he added, „But you ought not to mind 
theſe texts: for the Papiſts have put them in!“ 

Wedneſ. 30. While I was reaſoning (from the 
xxivth, chapter of the Acts) on righiteouſneſs, temper- 
ance and judgment to come, God conſtrained many of 
the ſtout-hearted ſinners to tremble, O that they 
may not put Him off to @ more convenient Seaſon, 

April 1, Being Good-Friday, I had a great 
deſire to viſit a little village called Placy, about ten 
meaſured mitès north of Newcaſtle, It is inhabited 
by colliers only, and ſuch as had been always in 
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the firſt rank for ſavage ignorance and wickedneſs 
of every kind, Their grand aſſembly uſed to be on 
the Lord's day, on which men, women and children 
met together, to dance, fight, curſe and ſwear, and 
play at chuck-ball, ſpan-farthing, or whatever came 
next to hand, I felt great compaſlion for theſe poor 
creatures, from the time I heard of them firlt; and 
the more, becauſe all men ſeemed to deſpair of 
them. Between ſeven and eight I ſet out with 
John Heally, my guide. The north wind being un- 
uſually high, drove the fleet in our face, which 
froze as it fell, and caſed us over preſently, When 
we came to Placey, we could very hardly ſtand. 
As foon as we were a little recovered, I went into 
the ſquare, and declared Him who was bruiſed for 
our fins, and wounded for our iniquities, The poor 
finners were quickly gathered together, and gave 
earneſt, heed to the things which were ſpoken, And 
ſo they did in the afternoon again, in ſpite of the 
wind and ſnow, when 1 beſought them to receive 
_ Him for their king; to ©repent and believe the 

oſpel.“ | | 
6 On Eaſter Monday and Tueſday J preached there 
again, the congregation continually increaſing, And 
as moſt of theſe had never in their lives pretended 
to any religion of any kind, they were the more 
ready to cry to God as mere ſinners, for the free 

Redemption which is in Jeſus, | | 
Thurſ. 7. Having ſettled all things according to 
my delire, I chearfully took leave of my friends at 
Newcaſtle, and rode that day to Sandbutton. At 
our inn J found a good natured man, fitting and 
drinking in the chimney corner; with whom I 
began a diſcourſe, ſuſpecting nothing leſs, than that 
be was the miniſter of the pariſh, Before we parted 
I ſpoke exceeding plain, And he received it in love; 
begging he might ſee me when J came that way 
azain, But beforc I came, he was gone into eternity, 
Frid. 8, I preached at Knareſborough and at 
Leeds, on By grace ye are ſaved through faith,” 
The three following days I divided between Leeds 

and Birſtal, and on 'Fuefſdav rode to Sheffield. 
I found the ſociety both here and at Barley hall, 

earneſtly 
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earneſtly preſſing on toward the mark: Altho' there 
had not been wanting here alſo thole who by fair 
ſpeeches deceive the hearts of the ſimple. | 

Frid. 15. I rode in two days to Wedneſbury. I 
found things ſurprizingly altered here, The inex- 
culable folly of Mr, Ws, had ſo provoked Mr, 
E that his former love was turned into bitter 
hatred. But he had not yet had time to work u 
the poor people, into the rage and madnels ich 


afterwards appeared ; So that they were extremely 


quiet both this and the following days, while I im- 
proved the preſent opportunity, and exhorted them, 
morning and evening, to believe on the Lord Jeſus, 
and to work out their ſalvation with fear and 
trembling. 

Yet on Sund, 17, The ſcene began to open, I 


think I never heard fo wicked a lermon, and deli- 


vered with ſuch bitterneſs of voice and manner, as 
that which Mr, E reached in the afternoon, I 
knew what effect this mult have in a little time, and 
therefore judged it expedient, to prepare the poor 
people for what was to follow, that when it came, 
they might not be offended. Accordingly on Tueſd, 
19. I ſtrongly inforced thoſe words of our Lord, 
« 3f any man come after me, and hate not his father 
and mother—yea, and his own life, he cannot be my 


diſciple, And whoſoever duth not bear his croſs 


and come after me cannot be my d ſciple,” 

While I was ſpeaking, a gentleman rode up very 
drunk, and. after many unſeemly and bitter words, 
laboured much to ride over ſome of the people. I 
was ſurprized to hear he was a neighbouring cler- 

yman, And this too is a man zealous for the 
church ! Ah poor Church! If it ſtood in need of 
ſuch defenders ! 5 

Thurſ. 21. I ſpent an hour with ſome of my 
old friends, whom 1 had not ſeen for many years, 
I rejoiced to find them ſtill loving and open of heart, 
juſt as they were before I went to Georgia, In the 
afternoon 1 callcd at Barkſwell, near Coventry; 
where I had formerly ſpent many pleaſant hours, 
And here likewiſe J found friendihp and opennels 
itill. But the maſter of the houſe was under heavy 
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afflition: And ſuch affliction as 1 believe will 
never be removed, till he is filled wtih peace and 


Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 


Frid. 22. I rode to Painſwick : and on Sat, 23. 
thro' heavy rain to Briſtol, 9 5 

I had now a week of reſt and peace, which was 
refreſhing both to my ſoul and body, Sund. May 1. 
I had an opportunity of receiving the Lord's-ſupper, 
at St. James's, our pariſh-church. We had ano- 


ther comfortable hour in the afternoon, while I was 


explaining, “ This is the covenant which I will make, 


faith the Lord, I will put my laws in their minds 
and write them in their hearts, and I will be unto 
them a God and they ſhall be unto me a people,” —— 

Tueſd. May g. I ſet out for Wales, in company 
with one who was my pupil at Oxford, We could 
get that night no farther than the Bull, five Welch 
miles beyond Aberga'ny. The next morning we 
came to Builth, juſt as the church-prayers began. 
Mr. Philips, the rector of Maeſmennys, (at whole 


invitation I came) ſoon took knowledge of me, and 


we began a friendſhip which I truſt ſhall never end, 
1 preached on a tomb at the eaſt end of the church 
at four, and again at ſeven, Mr, Gwynne and Mr. 
Prothero (Juſtices of Peace) ſtood on either hand of 
me: And all the people before catching every word, 
with the moſt ſerious and eager attention. | 
Thurſd, 5. I rode over {uch rugged mountains, 


as I never ſaw before to Cardiff. But it was late 


before we came in, fo that I could not preach that 
night. Friday 6, I preached at eleven in the new 
Room, which the ſociety had juſt built in the heart 
of the town, And our ſouls were ſweetly comforted 


together, About two I preached at Lantriſſent; and 


at Fonmon in the evening, to a loving and ſerious 
congregation, 

Saturd. 7. I was deſired to preach at Cowbridge, 
We came into the town about eleven. And man 
people ſeemed very deſirous to hear for themſelves, 
conceining the way which is every where ſpoken 
againſt, But it could not be, The ſons of Belial 
gathered themſelves together, headed, by one or 
two wretches, called gentlemen ; and continued ſhout. 


ing, 
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Ing, curling, blaſpheming, and throwing ſhowers 

of ſtones, almoſt without intermiſſion. So that after 

ſome time ſpent in prayer for them I judged it belt 
to diſmiſs the congregation. 

Sund. 8, I preached in the caſtle-yard at Cardiff, 

at five in the morning and ſeven in the evening: in 

the afternoon at Wenvo, where the church was quite 
filled, with thoſe who came from many miles round, 

And God anſwered many of them in the joy of their 

hearts: it was a ſolemn and refreſhing ſeaſon. 

Mond. 9. 1 returned to Briſtol. Moſt of the 
week I ſpent, in viſiting the ſociety in Kingſwood ; 
whom I now found quite clear of thole vain jang- 
lings Which had for a time well nigh torn them in 
ZICCCS, 

Tueſd. 17. My brother ſet out for Cornwall: 
where ( according to the accounts we had frequent- 
ly received ) abundance of thole, who before neither 
feard Gor, nor regarded man, began to be quire 
what they mult do to be ſaved? But the ſame im- 
prudence, which had laid the foundation forall the 
diſturbances in Staffordſhire, had broke out here alfo - 

and turned many of our friends, into bitter and im- 

placable enemies, Violent perſecution was a na- 
tural conſequence of this: but the power of Gop» 
triumphed over all. 

May 22, being Whitſunday, I preacchd at Kings- 
wood and Briſtol, on thoſe folemn words, © Jesvs 
ſtood and cried, If any man thirſt, let him come un- 
to me and drink, He that believeth on me, as the 
ſcripture hath ſaid, out of his belly ſhall flow rivers 

of living water,” 

Tucid 24. I rode to Cirenceſter, .and preached on 
a green place, at a little diſtance from the town, on 
„The kingdom of God is not meats and drinks, but 
rtightcouſneſs and peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt.““ 
Wecdnel. 23. I preached to a little company at Ox- 
ford. Thurſ. 26. I. had alarge.: congregation at 
Wycombe ; from whence I haſtencd to London and 

concluded. the. day, by inforcing thoic awful words 
at the Foundery. © The Lord hath proclaimed unto 
the end of the world, ſay ye to the daughter of Zion 
Behold thy ſalvation cometh! Behold his reward is 
with Jim, and his work before Him, 
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Sund. 29. being Trinity-Sunday, I began offici- 
ating at the chappel in Weſt-ſtreet near the Seven- 
dials, of which (bya ſtrange chain of providences) 
we have a leaſe for ſeveral years. I preached on the 
goſpel for the day, part of the third chapter of St. 
John: and afterwards adminiſtered the Lord's-ſup. 
per, to ſome hundreds of communicants. I was a 
little afraid at firſt, that my ſtrength would not 
ſuffice, for the buſineſs of the day, when a ſervice 
of five hours (for it laſted from ten to three) was 
added to my uſual employment, But God looked to 
that. So I mult think, and they that will call it en- 
thuſiaſm, may. I preached at the Great-gardens at 
five to an immenſe congregation, on «Ye muſt be 
born again,” Then the leaders met (who filled all 
the time that I was not {peaking in publick : and 
after them the bands, At ten at night, I was leſs 
weary than at fix in the morning. 

The following week I ſpent in viſiting the ſociety: 
On Sunday, June 5, the ſervice at the chappel laſted 
till near four in the afternoon : ſo that I found it 
needful, for the time to come, to divide the com- 
municants into three parts, that we might not have 
above {1x hundred at once, | 

Wedneſ. 8. I ended my courſe of viſiting z 
thcoughout which I found great cauſe to bleſs God: 
ſo very few having drawn baek to perdition, out of 
nineteen hundred and fifty ſouls. 

Saturd. 18, I received a full account of the ter- 
rible riots which had been in StaWordſhire, I was 
not ſurprizcd at all: neither ſhould I have wonder- 
ed, if after the advices they had ſo often heard from 
the pulpit, as well as from the epilcopal chair, the 
zealous high-church-men had roſe, and cut all that 
were called Methodiſts in pieces. | 

Mond. 20. Reſolving to aſſt them as far as I 
could, 1 ſet out early in the morning, and after 
Preaching. at Wycombe about noon, in the evening 
came to Oxford. Tueſd. 21. We rode to Birming- 
ham; and in the morning, Wed. 22, to Francis 
Ward's, at Wedneſbury. 5 

Altho' I knew all that had been done here, was 
as contrary to law, as it was to juſtice and mercy, 


yet 
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yet I knew not how to adviſe the poor ſufferers, or 
to procure them any redreſs, I was then little ac- 
quainted with the Engliſh courſe of law, having 
long had ſcruples concerning it. But, as many of 
theſe were now removed, I thought it beſt to en- 
quire whether there could be any help from the 
laws of the land? I therefore rode over to Counſel- 
lor Littleton at Tamworth : who aſſured us, © we 


might have an eaſy remedy, if we reſolutely proſe- 


cuted, in the manner the law directed, thoſe rebels 
againſt God and the King,” | 
Thurſd. 23. I left Wedneſbury, and in the even- 
ing preached at Melbourn in Derbyſhire. I preach- 
ed at Nottingham (where I met my brother coming 
from the north) on Friday, and on Saturday and 


Sunday at Epworth, 


Mond. 27. I preached at Awkborough, on the 
Trent- ſide to a ſtupidly-attentive congregation. We 
then croſſed over, and rode to Sykehouſz : on Tuel- 
day to Smeton, and on Wedneſday to Newcaſtle, 

Thurſd, go. I immediately enquired into the ſtate 
of thoſe whom [I left here, ſtriving for the maſtery. 
And ſome of them I found were grown faint in 
their minds; others had turned back as a dog to the 
vomit, But about fix hundred ſtill continued, 
ſtriving together for the hope of the goſpel. . 

Monday, July 4, and the following days I had 


time to finiſh the Inſtructions for Children, Sund, 


10. I preached at eight on Chowdon Fell, on Why 
will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael?” Ever lince I came 
to Newcaſtle the firſt time, my ſpirit had been 


moved within me, at the crowds of poor wretches, 


who were every Sunday in the afternoon, ſauntrin 
to and fro on the Sand- Hill. I reſolved, if poſſible, 
to find them a better employ; and as ſoon as the 
ſervice at All-Saints was over, walked {trait from 
the church to the Sand-hill, and gave out a verſe of 
a plalm. In a few minutes I had company enough, 
thouſands upon thouſands crowding together, But 
the prince of this world fought with all his might, 
left his kingdom ſhould be overthrown, Indeed the 
very mob of Newcaſtle, in the height of their rude- 
nels, have commonly ſome humanity left. I ſcarce 
: 3 obſerved, 
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obſerved, that they threw any thing at all: neither 
did I receive the leaſt perſonal hurt. But they 
continued thruſting one another to and fro and 
making ſuch a noiſe, that my voice could not be 
heard; ſo, that after ſpending near an hour in fing- 
ing and prayer, I thought 1t beſt to adjourn to our 
own houſe, 


Mond. 11, I had almoſt ſuch another congrega- 


tion, in the High- ſtreet at Sunderland. But the tu- 
mult ſubſided in a ſhort time; ſo that I explained, 
without any interruption, the one true religion, 
Righteouſnels and peace and joy in the Holy Ghoit, 
Thurſd. 14. 1 preached atthe Lower-ipen, ſeven 
or eight (northern) miles from New caſtle, John 
Brown had been obliged to remove hither from 
Tankeld Leigh, (I believe by the particular provi- 


dence of God} by his rough and {trong, tho? artleſs 


words, many of his neighbours had been much 
convinced; and began to ſearch the ſcriptures 2s 
they never, had done before: ſo that thgy did nut 
ſeem at all ſurprized, when 1 declared He that 
believeth, bath everlaſting life.“ | 

Sund. 17. I preached (as I had done the Wed- 


neſday before : tO my favourite congregation at- 
Placey, on “ Him hath God exalted with his own. 


right-hand to be a Prince and a Saviour.“ I then 
joined a little company of them together, who deſire 
repentance and remiſſion of fins, 


Mond. 18. I fet out from Newcaſtle with John 
Downes of Horſley. We were four hours riding to 
Ferry-hill, about twenty . meaſured miles, After. 
reſting there an hour, we rode. ſoftly on; and at twa- 


o'clock came to Darlington, I thought my horſe was 
not well. He thought the ſame of his; Tho' the 


were both young, and very well the day before.. 


We ordered the hoſtler to ſetch a farrier, which he 
did without delay. But before the men could deter- 


mine, What was the matter, both the horſes laid 


down and died. . 

I hired a horle to Sandhutten, and rode on, de- 
firing John Downes to follow me. Thence I rode 
to Borough-bridge, on Tueſday morning, and then. 
walked on to Leeds. 

8 Wednef, 
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Wedneſ. 20. I preached at Birſtal and Highs 
town. After J had viſited all the ſocieties in theſe 
parts, and preached at as many of the little towns 
as I could, on Mon. 25, I rode to Barley-hall. 
Many from Sheffield were there, We rejoiced great- 
ly together, in Him who juſtifieth the ungodly. On 
Tueſ. night and Wed, morning I preached at 
Nottingham: On Wedneſ, evening, at Markfield. 
Frid; 28. We rode to Newport-Pagnel, and Sat. 29. 
to London. | | 

Sat. Auguſt 6, A convenient chapel was offered 
me in Snowsfield on the other ſide the water, It 
was built on purpoſe, it ſeems by a poor Arian miſ- 
believer, for the defence and propagation of her bad 
faith, But the wiſdom of God brought that device 
to nought, and ordered by his over-ruling providence 
that it ſhould be employed, not for «crucifying 
the Son of God afreſh,” but for calling all, to be- 
lieve on his name, . 

Mond. 8. Upon mention being made of my deſign 
to preach here, a zealous woman warmly replied, 
„What! At Snowsfields! Will Mr, W. preach at 
Snowsfields? Surely he will not do it! Why, there 
is not ſuch another place in all the town, The peo- 
ple there are not men but devils.” However J reſolv- 
ed to try, if God was not ſtronger than them, 80 
this evening I preached there on that ſcripture, 
6; Jeſus ſaid, they that be whole need not a phy ſici- 
an; but they that are ſick. I came, not to call the 
righteous, but ſinners to repentance,” 

Sund. 14. Mr. G. aſſiſted me at the chapel, 
one who had then a deep ſenſe of the goodneſs of 
God, in lifting him up from the gates of death, and 
delivering him out of his troubles, 

Mond. 22. After a few of us had joined in prayer, 
about four I ſet out, and rode ſoftly to Snow-hill, 
where the ſaddle flipping quite upon my mare's neck, 
I fell over her head, and ſhe ran back into Smith- 
held, Some boys caught her, and brought her to 
me again, curſing and {wearing all the way. I ſpoke 
plainly to them, and they promiſed to amend, I was 
ſetting forwards, when a man cried, Sir, you have 
loſt your ſaddle-cloth,” Two or three more would 

needs 
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needs help me to put it on; but theſe too ſwore at 
almoit 'every ward. I turned to one and another 
and ſpoke in love. They all took it well and thanked 
me much. I gave them two or three little books 
which they promiſed to read over carefully. 
Before 1 reached Kenſington, I found my mae 
had loſt a ſhoe, This gave me an opportunity, of 
talking cloſely, for near half an hour, both to the 
imith and his ſervant, I mention theſe little circum- 
ſtances to ſhew, How caſy it is To redeem every 
fragment of time (if I may fo ſpeak) when we feel 
any love to thoſe ſouls for which Chriſt died. 

Tueſd. 23. I came to Kingswood in the afternoon, 
and in the evening preached at Briſtol. Wedneſ. 24. 
I made it my buſineſs to enquire, concerning the 
truth of a ſtrange relation which had been given me, 
And I found there was no poſſibility of doubting it. 
The plain fact was this. 

& The Rev. Mr. (I uſe the words of a gen- 
tleman of Briitol, whoſe manuſcript lies by me) 
preached at two or three churches on theſe words, 
Having the form of godlineſs, but denying the 

ower thereof.“ After ſhewing the different ſorts 
of diſſenters from the church of England, who (as 


he ſaid, had only the form of godlineis, he inveigh- 


ed very much againſt The novel ſect, The upſtart Me- 


 thodifts, (as he termed them) Which indeed he was 


accuſtomed to do, more or leſs, in almoſt all his Ser- 
mons. The ſeare the men, ſaid he, whom St. Paul 
foretold, who have the form, the outſide ſhow of 
holineſs, but not the power; for they are ravening 
wolves, full of hypocriſy within.” He then alledged 
many grievous things againſt them; but without all 
colour of truth: And warned his flock to turn 
away from them, and not to bid them God ſpeed, 
leaſt they ſhould be partakers of their evil deeds. 

6“ Shortly after he was to preach at St. Nicholas 
church, He had named the above mentioned text 
twice, when he was ſuddeuly ſeized with a ratling 
in his throat, attended with an hideous groaning. He 
fell backward againſt the door of the pulpit; burſt 
it open, and would have fallen down ſtairs, but 
that ſome people caught him, and carried him away, 
; as 
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as it ſeemed, dead, into the veſtry. In two or three 


days he recovered his ſenſes, and the Sunday fol- 
lowing, died!” | | 
In the evening, the word of God was indeed 
quick and powerful, Afterwards I deſired the men 
as well as women to meet, But I could not ſpeak 
to them. The ſpirit of prayer was fo poured upon 
us all, that we could only ſpeak to God, | 
Having found for ſome time a ſtrong deſire to 
unite with Mr, Whitefield as far as poſſible to cut off 
necdleſs diſpute, I wrote down my ſentiments, as 
plain as I could, in the following terms : 
N „There are three points in debate, 1. Uncondi- 
| tional election, 3 grace. 3. Final per- 
3 {everance. 
| With regard to the firſt, unconditional election, 
J believe, „ | 
That God before the foundation of the world, did 
unconditionally elect certain perſons to do certain 
works, as Paul to preach the goſpel; 
That he has uncond:tionally elected ſome nations to 
receive peculiar privileges, the Jewiſh nation in 
articular : | 
That he has unconditionally elected ſome nations to 
hear the goſpel, as England and Scotland now, and 
many others in paſt ages: : 
That he has unconditionally elected ſome perſons, to 
many peculiar advantages, both with 
temporal and ſpiritual things: 


And Ido not deny (though J cannot prove, it is 
o, | 
that he has uneondittonally elected ſome perſons, 
thence eminently ſtiled, The elett, to eternal glory, 
Bur I cannot believe, 
That all thoſe who are not thus elected to glory; 
muſt perith everlaſtingly: Or 
That there is one foul on earth, who has not nor 
ever had, a poſſebility of eſcaping eternal damnation, 
With regard to the ſecond, irrefiſtible grace, 1 
believe | 
| That the grace which brings faith, and thereby 
ſalvation into the ſoul, is irreſiſtible at that moment, 
That moſt (believers may remember ſome time 
when God did zrref/tibly convince them of ſin: 


. That 


regard to 
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That moſt believers do at ſome other times find 
God irreſiſtibly acting upon their ſouls : | 
Yet I believe, That the grace of God both before 
and after thoſe moments, may be and hath been re- 


iſted: And 


That, In general it does not act irreſiſtibly, but we 
may comply therewith or may not. 
And I do not deny, | 


. 


That in thoſe eminently ſtiled The Ele& (if ſuch 


there be) the grace of God is ſo far trreſiſtible, that 


they cannot but believe and be finally ſaved, 


But I cannot believe 
That, All thoſe muſt be damned, in whom it does 
not thus irreſiſtibly work : Or . 
That there is one ſoul on earth, who has not, and 
never had any other grace, than ſuch as does in fact 
increaſe his damnation, and was deſigned of God ſo 


to do. | 


With regard to the third, final perſeverance, I 
believe, | LS: 

That there is a ſtate attainable in this life, from 
which a man cannot finally fall: | 

That he has attained this, who is, according to St. 
Paul's account, a new creature ; that is, who can 
ſay, Old things are paſt away; All things in me are 
become new, 


And I do not deny 


That all thoſe eminently {tiled The Ele&, will in- 
 fallibly perſevere to the end. SITS, 


Thurſd. 25. My ſubject in the evening was, As 
ye have received the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſo walk ye 
in Him,” O what a ſeaſon was this! I ſcarce re- 
member ſuch an hour, ſince the firſt ſtone of the 


| houſe was laid, 


Frid. 26. I ſet out for Cornwall. In the even- 
ing I preached at the croſs in Taunton, on, „The 
Kingdom of God is not meats and drinks, but righte- 
ouſneſs and peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt,” A 

oor man had poſted himlelf behind, in order to 

make ſome diſturbance. But the time was not come, 

The zealous wretches „who deny the Lord that 

bought them,” had not yet ſtirred up the people, 

Many cried out, Throw down that raſcal there, 

knock him down; beat out his brains,” So that I 
6 | was 
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was obliged to intreat for him more than once, or he 
would have been but roughly handled, 

Saturd. 27. 1 reached Exeter in the afternoon ; 
but as no one knew of my coming, I did not preach 


that night, only to one poor ſinner at the inn: wha. 


after liſtning to our converſation for a while, looked 
earneſtly at us and aſked, whether it was poſſible 
for one who had in ſome meaſure known the powers 
of the world to come, and was fallen away, (which 
ſhe ſaid was her caſe,) to be renewed again to re- 
pentance, We beſought God in her behalf, and left 
her ſorrowing; yet not without hope, | 
Sund, 28, I preached at ſeven to a handful of 


people. The ſermon we heard at church, was quite 


innocent of meaning : what that in the afternoon was 
I know not; for 1 could not hear a fingle ſentence, 

From church I went to the caſtle: where were 
gathered together (as ſome 1magined) half the grown 
perſons in the city, It was an awfal ſight, So vaſt 
a congregation in that ſolemn amphitheatre; And 
all filent and ſtill, while I explained at large and in- 


forced that glorious truth, © Happy are they whoſe. 


iniquities are forgiven and whole fins are covered.“ 
I went thence to poor Mr, V, — the clergyman, 
lying under ſentence of death, He had for ſome time 


ated the lunatick: but I ſoon put him out of his 


lay; and he appeared to have wit enough in his 
anger, I deſigned to cloſe in with him immediately: 
but two cruelly-impertinent gentlemen, would needs 
come into the room, ſo that I could ſay no more, 
but was obliged to leave him in their hands. 

The lad, who was to die the next day, was quite 
of another ſpirit, He appeared deeply affected while 
we were ſpeaking, and yet more during our prayer, 
And no. ſooner were we gone, than he broke out 
into a bitter cry. Who knows but he might be heard 
by Him that made him ? | 

Mond, 29, We rode forward, About ſunſet we 
were in the middle of the firit, pathleſs moor be- 
yond Launceſton. About eight we were got quite 
out of our way. But we had not gone far before we 
heard Bodmin-bell, Directed by this, we turned to 
the leſt, and came to the town before nine. 

>= Tuel, 


3. : 
. «6 : g 
71 
* b 
$4 
94 
54 
1 
"WY 
+ a 
oY = 
= - £ 
"* 43 
1% 
3.7% 
"p< 
1 
* 
7 
* 
1 
A1 
80 
41 
71 
F. > 
1 
29 
2 
% 
$4 
% 
8 
FR 
5 
TY 
= 
SF 
4 
3 
* 4 
E. 
Fs 
. 
oo 
395 
* 
H 
D 
wa 
X 
1 
-$%E 
N 
5 
* 
i 
* 
* 
bl 
1 * 
Y 
1s 
1 | 
* 
| 
. | 
47 
1 
i 
ö 
| 


7 _—_—— 
—— — 


. * 
n 


he oe 


, le 
. 3 
** ** Vi ara, . o 


rr 9 
— * * N 
x ee or DP hy nd fo wow en ge 
wy —_ 


* 
4 
1 
174 
3 


© Sept. 17433 


Tueſd. 30. In the evening we reached St. Ives, 
At ſeven l invited all guilty, helpleſs ſinners, who 
were conſcious they had nothing to pay, to accept 
of free forgiveneſs, The room was crowded both 
within and without, But all were quiet and atten- 
tive, | | 
Wedneſd. g1, I ſpoke ſeverally with thoſe of the 
ſociety, who were about one hundred and twenty. 
Near an hundred of theſe had found peace with 
God. Such is the bleſſing, of being perſecuted for 
righteouſneſs ſake! As we were going to church at 
eleven, a large company at the market-place, wel- 
comed us with aloud huzza: wit as harmleſs as the 


ditty ſung under my window (compoſed, one aſſured 


me by a gentlewoman of their own town) 


Charley Weſley is come to town, 
To try if he can pull the churches down,” 


Tn the evening I explained “ the promiſe of the 
Father.” After preaching, many began to be turbu- 
lent, But John Nelſon went into the midſt of them, 
and ſpoke a little to the loudeſt, who anſwered not 
again, but went quietly away, 

Thurſday Sept. 1. We had a day of peace, Frid. 
9, I preached at Morva, about eight miles weſt of 
St. Ives, on the north ſea, My text was, The 
land of Zabulon and the land of Nephthali, by the 


way of the ſea— The people which ſat in darkneſs 


ſaw great light, and to them which fat in the region 
and ſhadow of death, light is ſprung up.“ 
I obſerved an earneſt, ſtupid attention in the 
hearers, many of whom appeared to have good 
defires, but I did not find one who was convinced 
of {in, much leſs who knew the pardoning love of 
God. | | 
Saturd. g. I rode to the Three cornered down (ſo 
called) nine or ten miles eaſt of St. Tves, where we 
found two or three hundred tinners, who had been 
ſome time waiting for us. They all appeared quite 
leaſed and unconcerned; and many of them ran 
after us to Gwynap, (two miles eaſt) where their 
number was quickly increaſed, to four or five hun- 
dred. I had much comfort here, in applying theſe 


words „Ile hath anointed me to preach the goſpel 
; to 
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to the poor.“ One who lived near, invited us to 
lodge at his houſe; and conducted us back to the 
green in the morning. We came thither juſt as the 
day dawned, I ſtrongly applied thoſe gracious 
words, „ will heal their backſliding, I will love 
them freely,” to five or ſix hundred lerious people. 
At Trezuthan-downs, five miles nearer St, Ives, we 
found ſeven or eight hundred waiting: to whom I 
cried aloud, * Caſt away all your tranſgreſſions; for 
why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael?” After dinner 
I preached again to about a thouſand people, on, 
& Him whom God hath exalted to be a Prince and 
Saviour,” It was here firſt I obſerved a little impreſ- 
ſion made, on two or three of the hearers : the reſt 
(as uſual) ſhewing huge approbation, and abſolute 
unconcern, | 

At ſeven I met the ſociety at St. Ives, where two 
women, who came from Penzance, fell down as 
dead, and ſoon after cried out, in the bitterneſs of 
their ſouls. But we continued crying to God in 
their behalf, till He put anew ſong in their mouths, 
At the ſame time, a young man of the ſame place, 
who had once known the peace of God, but had 
ſinned it away, had a freſh and clear manifeſtation 
of the love of God, | 

Tueſd. 6. I preached at Morva, on“ Righteouſ- 
neſs and peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt.” But ſtill 
I could not find the way into the hearts of the hear- 
ers: Although they were earneſt to hear, what they 
underitood not, 

Wedneſd. 7. I preached to two or three hun- 
dred people at Zunnor, (four miles welt of St. Ives,) 
and found much goodwill in heart, but no life, It 
was much the ſame on Thurſd. 8, while I preached 
at Cannegy-downs, (five miles ſouth of St. Ives) on 
6 The reſurrection of the dry bones.” There is not 
yet ſo much as a ſhaking among them: much leſs is 
there any breath in them, | 

Frid. 9. 1 rode in queſt of St. Hilary-downs, 
ten or twelve miles ſouth-eaſt of St. Ives. And the 
Downs I found, but no congregation, neither man, 
woman nor child, But by that I had put on my 
gown and caſſock, about an hundred gathered them- 

K 2 ſelves 


N — ————— me <a es Se —— . 2 gw - . 0 — . 2 — 285. -44 ' : 4 1 
„ od Yep 5 EH k n 8 N 
. 


n 


A i 
- 2 n 22 


* 
—— — — i reg et; i n * * — — muse 
7 * 5 4 oa wed E 5 De « * PS \ % 20d 
PEP R DALES > —— 5 — Rer. F: — 
e N 3 
g . 
P 
v 


CENA 33 „ e 
— 


8 re 


pow 


7 
5 
5 
LE 
4 
I * 
25 
TY 
ö 3 
i 
1 
3 


| (+1248; } Sept, 17432 
ſelves together, whom I earneſtly called © To repent 
and believe the goſpel,” And if but one heard, it 
was worth all the labour, 

Saturd. 10. There were prayers at St. Juſt in 


the afternoon, which did not end till four. I then 


preached at the Croſs, to, I believe, a thouſand peo- 


Ple, who all behaved in a quiet and ſerious manner. 


At fix I preached at Sennan, near the Land's-end, 
and appointed the little congregation. (conſiſting 
chiefly of old, grey headed men) to meet me again 
at five in the morning. But on Sund. 11, great 
part of them were got together between three and 


four o'clock, So between four and five we be- 


gan praiſing God; and I largely explained and ap- 


plied © I will heal their backſlidings; I will love 


them freely.“ 

We went afterwards down, as faras we could go 
ſafely, toward the point of the rocks at the Land's- 
end, It was an awful fight! But how will thefe 
melt away, when God ariſeth in judgment! The 
ſea between does indeed „ boil like a pot. One 
would think the deep to be hoary, But tho” they 


well, yet can they not prevail: He hath ſet their 


beands, which they cannot pafs.““ 
etw cen eight and nine I preached at St. Juſt, on 


the green plain near the town, to the largell congre- 


gation (1 was informed) that ever had been feen in 
theſe paris. I cried out, with all the authority of 
love Why will ye die, O bouſe of Iſrael?““ The 

eople trembled and were ſtill. I had not known 
Fact an hour before, in Cornwall, 

Soon after one, we had {uch another congregation, 
on the north-fide of Morva church. The Spirit of 
the great King was in the midſt. And I was filled 
both with matter and words, even more abundantly 


than at St. Juſt. My ſtrength will I aſcribe unto 


Thee. x 


At Zunnor J preached about five, and then haſten- 
ed to St, Ives, where ,we concluded the day in 
praiſing God with joyful lips, 

Mond. 12, I preached at one on Trezuthan- 
downs, and in the evening at St. Ives, The dread 
of God fell upon us while I was ſpeaking, ſo 8 [ 
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could hardly utter a word: but moſt of all in prayer, 


wherein I was ſo carried out, as ſcarce ever before 
in my life, 

had for ſome time a great deſire to go and pub- 
liſh the love of God our Saviour, if it were but for 
one day, in the iſles of Scilly, And I had occaſion- 
ally mentioned it to ſeveral, * This evening three of 
our brethren' came and offered to carry me thither, 
if I could procure the Mayor's boat, which (they 
N «was the beſt ſailor in the town.“ I ſent, and 
he lent it me immediately. So the next morning, 
Tueſd. 13, John Nelſon, Mr. Shepherd and I, with 
three men and a pilot ſailed from St Ives. It ſeemed 
{ſtrange to me, to attempt going in a fiſher-boat, fif- 
teen leagues upon the main ocean: eſpecially when 
the waves began to ſwell, and hang over our heads, 
But I called to my companions, and we joined toge- 
ther, in ſinging luſtily and with a good courage, 


When paſling through the watry deep, 
1 aſk in faith his promiſed aid, 
The waves an awful diſtance keep, 

And ſhrink from my devoted head, 
Fearleſs their violence I dare : 
They cannot harm; for God is here. 


About half an hour after one, we landed on St. 


Mary's, the chief of the inhabited iſlands. 

We immediately waited upon the governor, with 
the uſual preſent, viz, A news paper, I defired him 
likewiſe to accept of an Earneſt Appeal. The mini- 
ſter not being willing I ſhould preach in the church, 
I preached at fix in the ſtreets, to almoſt all the 
town, and many ſoldiers, ſailors and workmen, on, 


„ Why will ye die, O houſe of Tſrael?” It was a 


bleſſed time, fo that I ſcarce knew how to conclude, 


After ſermon I gave them ſome little books and 


hymns, which they were ſo eager to receive, that 
they were ready to tear both them and me to pieces. 

For what political reaſon ſuch a number of work 
men were gathered together, and employed at ſo 
large 'an expence, to fortify a few barren rocks, 
which whoſoever would take, deſerves to have them 
for his pains, I could not po ſſibly deviſe : but a pro. 
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vidential reaſon was eaſy to be diſcovered. God 
might call them together to hear the goſpel, which 


perhaps otherwiſe they might never have thought of. 


At five in the morning I preached again on, «I 


will heal their backſliding, I will love them freely.“ 


And between nine and ten, having talked with 


many in private, and diſtributed both to them and 


others, between two and three hundred hymns and 
little books, we left this barren, dreary place, and 
ſet ſail for St. Ives, though the wind was ſtrong, 
and blew directly in our teeth. Our pilot ſaid we 


ſhould have good luck, if we reached the land: but 


he knew not Him whom the wind and ſeas obey, 
Soon after three we were even with the Land's-end, 


and about nine we reached St. Ives. 


Frid. 16, I preached to four or five hundred on 
St, Hilary-Downs, And many ſeemed amazed, But 
I could find none as yet, who had any deep or laſt- 


ing conviction, 


In the evening, as I was preaching at St, Ives, 
Satan began to fight for his kingdom, The mob of 
the town, burſt into the room, and created much 
diſturbance: roaring and ſtriking thoſe that ſtood 


in their way, as tho? Legion poſſeſt them. I would 


fain have perſuaded our people to ſtand ſtill: but 


the zeal of ſome, and the fear of others had no ears: 


So that finding the uproar increaſe, I went into the 
midſt, and brought the head of the mob up with me 
to the deſk, I received but one blow on the fide of 
the head: After which we reaſoned the caſe; till 


he grew milder and milder, and at length undertook. 


to quite his companions, 
Sat. 17. I preached at St. Juſt, and at the Land's- 


| end, where in the morning, Sund. 18. I largely 


declared (What many ſhall witneſs in due time,) “By 
grace ye are ſaved through faith.“ | 
The congregation at St, Juſt was greatly increaſe 


ed, while 1 proclaimed to every convicted ſinner, 
« Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt 


be ſaved.” | 
About one I preached at Morva on Rom. viii, 15, 


to the largeſt congregation I had ſeen in Cornwall. 
The ſociety afterwards met, conſiſting of above an 
5 hundred 
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hundred members, | Which of theſe will endure to 
the end ?P | | 

At Zunnor I preached on Iſaiah the 53d, feeling 
no wearinels atall ; and concluded the day with our 
Brethren at St. Ives, rejoicing and praiſing God. 

Mond. 19. We were informed the rabble had de- 
ſigned, to make their general aſſault in the evening. 
But one of the aldermen came, at the requeſt of the 
mayor, and ſtayed with us the whole time of the 
ſervice, So that no man opened his mouth, while L 
explained, None is like unto the God of Jeſhurun, 
who rideth upon the heavens unto thy help, and in 
his exellency upon the ſky,” 

Tueſd. 20. concluded my preaching here, by 
exhorting all who had eſcaped che corruption that 
is in the world, to add to their faith, courage, kxnow- 
ledge, temperance, patience, godlineſs, brotherly 
kindneſs and charity, At eleven 1 ſpent ſome time 
with our brethren in prayer and commended them 
to the grace of God. 

At Trezuthan-Downs I preached to two or three 
thouſand people, on The high-way of the Lord, 
the way of holineſs,” We reached Gwynap alittle 
before fix, and found the plain covered from end to 
end, It was ſuppoſed, there were ten thouſand 
people; to whom I preached ' Chriſt our wiſdom, 
righteouſneſs, ſanctification and redemption,” I 
could not conclude till it was fo dark, we could 
' ſcarce ſee one another, And there was on all ſides 
the deepeſt attention, none ſpeaking, ſtirring or 
ſcarce looking aſide, Surely here, though in a tem- 
ple not made with hands, was God worſhipped in the 

beauty of holineſs | 
One of thoſe who were preſent was Mr, f 
once a violent adverſary, Before ſermon began he 
whiſpered one ofhis acquaintance, “Captain, ſtand 
by me, don't ſtir from me.“ He ſoon burſt out into 
a flood of tears; and quickly after, ſunk down, 
His friend caught him and prevented his falling to 
the ground, O may the Friend of ſinners lift him up! 

Wedneſ. 21. I was waked between three and 
four, by. a large company of tinners, who fearin 
they ſhould be. too late, had gathered round the 

3 bouſe, 
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Houſe, and were ſinging and praiſing God, At hve 
I preached once more on Believe in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved,” They all devoured 
the word. O may it be health to their ſoul and mar- 
row unto their bones! | | 
Me rode to Launceſton that day, Thurſd. 22. as 
we were riding through a village, called Sticklepath, 
one ſtopt me in the ſtreet, and aſked abrupt, „Ia 
not thy name John Weſley ?” Immediately two or 
three more came up, and told me, © I muſt ſtop 
there.“ I did ſo, and before we had ſpoke many 
words, our ſouls took acquaintance with each other, 
I. found, they were called Quakers : but that hurt 
not me; ſeeing the love of God was in their hearts. 
In the evening I came to Exeter, and preached 
in the caſtle : and again at five in the morning, to 
ſuch a people as I have rarely ſeen; void both of an- 
ger, fear and love, BE 
Wie went by Axminſter, at the requeſt of a few 
there that feared God, and had joined themſelves 
together ſome years ſince, I exhorted them, So to 
ſeek after the power, as not to deſpiſe the form of 
godlineſs; and then rode on to Taunton, where we 
wete gladly received, by a little company of our 
brethren from Briſtol, ON 
I had defigned to preach, in the yard of our inn; 
but before I had named my text, having uttered only 
two words, Jeſus Chriſt, a tradeſman of the town, 
(who it ſeems was mayor ele&) made fo much noiſe 
and uproar, that we thought it beſt, To give him 
the ground, But many of the people followed me 
up into a large room, where | preached unto them 
Jeſus. The next evening, Sat, 24, we arrived ſafe 
at Briſtol, d 5 
Sund. 25, I preached at Briſtol in the morning 
and at Kingſwood in the afternoon on“ Jeſus Chriſt, 
the ſame yeſterday and to day and for ever,” Avaſt 
' Congregation in the evening, were quite ferious and 
attentive, | 
Mond. 26. I had a great deſire to ſpeak plain to 
a young man, who went with us over the New Paſ- 
ſage, To that end I rode with him three miles out 
of my way: But 4 could fix nothing upon him, Juſt 
= as 
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as we parted, walking over Carleon- bridge, he 
{tumbled and was like to fall, I caught him, and 
began to ſpeak of God's care over us, Immediate- 
ly the tears ſtood in his eyes, and he appeared to feet 
every word which was ſaid ; fo I ſpoke and ſpared 
not. The ſame I did to a poor man, who led m 
horſe over the bridge, to our landlord and his wite, 
and to one who occaſionally came in. And they all 
expreſt a ſurprizing thankfulneſs, 

About ſeven in the evening we reached Kirk-hoe 
well, four miles beyond Aberga'ny, Tueſd, 27, we 
came to Mr, Gwynne's at Garth, Tt brought freſh 
to my mind our firſt viſit to Mr. Jones at Fonmon : 
how ſoon may the maſter of this great houſe too, be 
called away into an everlaſting habitation ! 

Having ſo little time to ſtay, I had none to loſe, 
So the ſame afternoon, about four o'clock, I read 
prayers and preached, to a ſmall congregation on the 
faith which is counted to us for righteouſneſs. _ 
Very early in the morning I was obliged to ſet 
out in order to reach Cardiff before it was dark, I 
found a large congregation waiting there, to whom 
I explained Zech. ix. 11. By the blood of thy 
covenant I have ſent forth thy priſoners out of the 

it wherein is no water,” 

Thurid. 29. 1 preached at the caſtle of Fonmon, 
to aloving, {imple people, Frid, go, it being a fair, 
ſtill evening, I preached in the caſtle- yard at Car- 
diff; and the whole congregation, rich and poor, 
behaved as in the preſence of God, Saturday, OR, 


1. I preached at Carphilly in the morning, Lantriſ- 
ſent at noon, and Cardiff at night, | 


- 


Sund, 2, Fearing my ſtrength would not ſuffice 
for preaching more than four times in the day, I 
only ſpent half an hour in prayer, with the ſociety 
in the morning, At ſeven, and in the evening I 

reached in the caſtle, at eleven in Wenvo church: 
and in the afternoon in Portkerry-church, on, 
* Repent ye and believe the goſpel,” 


Mond. 3. I returned to Briſtol, and employed 


ſeveral days in examining and purging the ſociety 


which till conſiſted, (after many were put away) of 


more than ſeven hundred perſons, The next week 
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I examined the ſociety in Kingswood, in which I 
found but a few things to reprove. ; 
Saturd, 15. The leaders brought in what had 
been contributed in their ſeveral claſſes, toward the 
public debt. And we found it was ſufficient to dil- 
charge it: which was therefore done without delay, 
Mond. 17. I left Briſtol and preached in the 
evening to a very civil congregation at Painſwick. 
Tueſd. 18. 1 preached to alittle earneſt company 
at Gutherton, near Tewkſbury ; and in the evening 
at Eveſham, on the happineſs of him“ whole ini- 
quities are forgiven, and his fins covered.” 
Wedneſd, 19. I called on Mr. Taylor at Quin- 
ton, ſix or ſeven miles north of Everſham. About 
eleven I preached in his church, to a thin, dull 
congregation, and then rode on to Birmingham, 
Thurſd. 20. After preaching to a ſmall, attentive 
congregation, I rode to Wedneſbury. At twelve I 
preached in a ground near the middle of the town, 
to a far larger congregation than was expected, on 
& Teſus Chriſt, the ſame yeſterday and to day and 


for ever,” I believe every one preſent felt the power 


of God. And no creature offered to moleſt us, 


either going or coming; but the Lord fought for us, 


and we held our peace. | 
I was writing at Francis Ward's in the afternoon, 


when the cry aroſe, That „the mob had beſet the 


houſe.” We prayed, that God would diſperſe them, 
And it was ſo: one went this way, and another that: 
ſo that in half an hour, not a man was left, I told 
our brethren, „No is the time for us.to go:“ But 
they preſt me exceedingly to ſtay, So, that I might 
not offend them, I ſat down, though I foreſaw what 
would follow. Before five the mob ſurrounded the 
houſe again, in greater numbers than ever. The cry 
of one and all was, „Bring out the miniſter : we 
will have the miniſter,” I deſired one, to take their 
captain by the hand, and bring him into the houſe. 
After a few ſentences interchanged between us, the 
lion was become a lamb, I deſired him to go and 
bring one or two more of the moſt angry of his 
companions, He brought in two, who were ready 
to ſwallow the ground with rage; but in two mi- 
nutes, 
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nutes, they were as calm as he, I then bad them 
make way, that I might go out among the people, As 
ſoon as I was in the midſt of them, I called for a 
chair, and ſtanding up aſked, 4 What do any of you 
want with me?” Some ſaid, „Wie want you to go 
with us to the Juſtice?” I replied, “ That I will 
with all my heart,” I then ſpoke a few words, 
which God applied; ſo that they cried out with 
might and main, © The gentleman is an honeſt gen- 
tleman, and we will ſpill our blood in his defence.” 
I aſked, „Shall we go to the Juſtice, to night or in 
the morning?“ Moſt of them cried, © To night, to 
night:” On which I went before, and two or three 
hundred followed, the reſt returning whence, they 
came. | 
The night came on before we had walked a mile, 
together with heavy rain. However on we went to 
Bently-hall, two miles from Wedneſbury, One or 
two ran before to tell Mr. L „ * They had 
brought Mr. Weſley before his worſhip.” Mr, L— 
replied, „What have I to do with Mr. Weſley? 
Go and carry him back again.” By this time the 
main body came up, and began knocking at the door, 
A ſervant told them, . Mr, L—— was in bed,” His 
ſon followed, and aſked, * What was the matter?“ 
One replied, 5+ Why, an't pleaſe you, they ſing 
pſalms all day; nay, and make folks riſe at five in 
the morning, And what would your worſhip adviſe 
us to do?” To go home, ſaid Mr, L. , and be 
quiet.“ | : 
Here they were at a. full ſtop, till one adviſed, 
« Togo to juſtice Perſehouſe at Wallal.” All agreed 
to this. So we haſtened on, and about ſeven came 
to his houſe, But Mr. P likewiſe ſent word, 
© That he was in bed.“ Now they were at a ſtand 
again: but at laſt they all thought it the wiſeſt courſe, 
to make the beſt of their way home, About fifty of 
them undertook to convoy me. But we had not 
gone a hundred yards, when the mob of Walſal 
came, powering in like a flood, and bore down all 
before them, The Darlaſton-mob made what defence 
they could ; but they were weary, as well as out- 
numbered, So that in a ſhort time, many being 
knocked 
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knocked down, the reſt ran away, and left me in 
their hands. | | 
To attempt ſpeaking was vain ; for the noiſe on 
every ſide was like the roaring of the ſea, So they 
dragged me along till we came to the town : where 
ſeeing the door of a large houſe open, I attempted 
togoin; but a man catching me by the hair, pulled 
me back into the middle of the mob. They made 
no more ſtop till they had carried me through the 
main ſtreet, from one end of the town to the other. 
I continued ſpeaking all the time to thoſe within 
hearing, feeling no pain or wearineſs, At the weſt- 
end of the town, ſeeing a door half open, I made 
toward it and would have gone in, But a gentle- 
man in the ſhop would not ſuffer me, ſaying, © They 
would pull the houſe down to the ground.“ How- 
ever, I ſtood at the door and aſked, „Are you wil- 
ling to hear me ſpeak?” Many cried out, © No, no! 
knock his brains out : down with him : kill him at 
once.” Others ſaid, Nay; but we will hear him 
firſt,” J began aſking, „What evil have I done? 
Which of you all have I wronged in word or deed?” 
And continued ſpeaking for above a quarter of an 
Hour, till my voice ſuddenly failed. Then the 
floods began to lift up their voice again; many crying 
out, Bring him away, bring him away.” 
In the mean time my ſtrength and my voice re- 
turned, and I broke out aloud into prayer, 'And 
now the man who juſt before headed the mob, turn- 
ed and ſaid, Sir, I will ſpend my life for you. 
Follow me, and not one ſoul here ſhall touch a hair 
of your head.“ Two or three of his fellows confirm- 
ed his words, and got cloſe to me immediately, At 
the ſame time the gentleman in the ſhop cried out, 
« For ſhame, for ſhame, let him go.“ An honeſt 
butcher, who was a little farther off, ſaid, „It was 
a ſhame they ſhould do thus :” And pulled back 
four or five one after another, who were running on 
the moſt fiercely. The people then, as if it had 
been by common conſent, fell back to the right and 
left: While thoſe three or four men took me between 
them, and carried me through them all. But on the 
bridge the mob rallied again: We therefore went on 
| | one 
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one fide, over the Mill-dam, and thence through 
the meadows : till a little before ten, God brought 
me ſafe to Wenſbury : Having loſt only one flap of 
my waiſtcoat, and a little {kin from one of my hands, 


I never ſaw ſuch a chain of providences before: 
So many convincing proofs, that the hand of God 


is on every perſon and thing, over-ruling all as it 
ſeemeth Him good, | 

The poor woman of Darlaſton, who had headed 
that mob, and ſworn, that none ſhould touch me, 
when ſhe ſaw her fellows give way, ran into the 
thickeſt of the throng, and knocked down three or 
four men, one after another, But many aſſaulting 
her at once, ſhe was ſoon overpowered, and had 
probably been killed ina few minutes, (three men 
keeping her down, and beating her with all their 


might) had not a man called to one of them, © Hold, 


Tom, hold!” Who is there ſaid Tom, What, Honeſt 


 Munchin ? Nay then, let her go.“ So they held 


their hand and let her get up, and crawl home as 
well as ſhe could. | 


From the beginning to the end I found the ſame 


preſence of mind, as if I had been fitting in my 


own ſtudy, But I took no thought for one moment 
before another; Only once 1t came into my mind, 
That if they ſhould throw me into the river, it would 
ſpoil my papers that were in my pocket. For 
myſelf, I did not doubt but I ſhould ſwim acroſs, 
having but a thin coat, and a light pair of boots. 
The circumſtances that follow I thought, were 
particularly remarkable, 1, That many endeavoured 
to throw me down, while we were going down-hill 
on a ſlippery path tothe town ; as well judging, that: 
if I was once on the ground, I ſhould hardly rife 
any more, But I made no ſtumble at all, nor the 
leaſt flip till I was intirely out of their hands, 2. 
That although many {trove to lay hold on my collar 
or cloaths, to pull me down, they could not faſten at 
all: Only one got faſt hold of the flap of my waiſt- 
coat, which was ſoon left in his hand. The other 
flap, in the pocket of which was a bank note, was 
torn but half off, g. That a luſty man juſt behind, 
ſtruck at me ſeveral times, with a large vaken ſtick; 


with 
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with which if he had ſtruck me once on the back- 
part of my head, it would have ſaved him all far- 
ther trouble, But every time the blow was turned 
ahde I know not how; for I could not move to the 
right-hand or left, 4. That another came ruſhing 
through the preſs, and raiſing his arm to ſtrike, on 
a ſudden let it drop, and only ſtroked mv head, 
ſaying, * What ſoft hair he has?” 5, That I ſtopt 
exactly at the Mayor's door, as if I had known it, 
(which the mob doubtleſs thought I did:) And 
found him ſtanding in the ſhop, which gave the frſt 
check to the madneſs of the people: 6, That the 
very firſt men whole hearts were turned were the 
heroes of the town, the captains of the'rabble on all 
occaſions, one of them having been a prize-fighter 
at the bear-garden, 7. That from firſt to laſt, I 
heard none give a reviling word, or call me by any 
op probrious name whatever. But the cry of one and 


all was, „The preacher! The preacher! The par- 


ſon ! The miniſter !”” 8. That no creature, at leaſt 
within my hearing, laid any thing to my charge, 
either true or falſe: Having in the hurry quite 
forgot to provide themſelves, with an accuſation of 
any kind : And, laſtly, That they were as utterly 
at a loſs, What they ſhould do with me: None pro— 
poſing any determinate thing; only, + Away with 
him; kill him at once.“ | 

By how gentle degrees does God prepare us for 
his will! Two years ago a piece of a brick grazed 
my ſhoulders. It was a year after, that the ſtone 
ſtruck me between the eyes. Laſt month I received. 
one blow: And this evening, two: One before we 
came into the town, and one after we were gone 
out. But both were as nothing : for though one 
man {truck me on the breaſt with all his might, and 
the other on the mouth with ſuch a force that the 
blood guſhed out immediately : I felt no more pain 
from either of the blows, than if tbey had touched 


me With a ſtraw, 


It ought not to be forgotten, That when the r 


of the ſociety, made all haſte. to eſcape for their 


lives, four only would not ſtir, William Stitch, Eq. 
ward Slater, John Griffiths, and Joan Parks: Theſe 
kept 
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kept with me, reſolving to live or die together, 
And none of them received one blow, but William 
Stitch, who held me by the arm, from one end of 
the town to the other. He was then dragged away 
and knocked down : but he ſovn roſe and got to me 
again, I afterwards aſked him, „“ What he expett- 
ed when the mob came upon us. He ſaid, “To die 
for Him who died for us: and he felt no hurry or 
ear, but calmly waited till God ſhould require his 
ioul of him.“ | 

E aſked J. P, If ſhe was not afraid, when they 
tore her from me ? She ſaid, No; no more than 
I am now, I could truſt God for you as well as for 
myſelf, From the beginning I had a full perſuaſion, 
that God would deliver you. I know not how; 
but I left that to Him, and was as ſure as if it were 
already done,” I aſked, If the report was true, 
that ſhe had fought for me. She ſaid, No: I knew 
God would fight for his children.“ And ſhall theſe 
{ſouls periſh at the laſt? 

When I came back to Francis Ward's, I found 
many of our brethren waiting upon God, Many 
alſo whom I never had ſeen before, came to rejoice 
with us, And the next morning, as I rode through 
the town in my way to Nottingham, every one I 
met expreſſed ſuch a cordial affection, that I could 
{carce believe what I ſaw and heard, | 

I cannot cloſe this head without inſerting as a 
2 curioſity in its kind, as I believe, was ever yet 

een in England; which had its birth within a ver 
few days, of this remarkable occurrence at Wallas. 
| Staffordſhire, 
To all high-conſtables, petty conſtables, and 
other of his majeſty's peace officers within the 
laid county, and particularly to the conſtable 
Tipton,” (near Walſal.) | 


Whereas we his majeſty's juſtices of the peace, 

or the ſaid county of Stafford, have received in- 
formation, that ſeveral diſorderly perſons, ſtiling 
themlelves Methodiſt preachers, go about, raißug 
routs and riots, to the great damage of his majeſty's 
leige people, and againit the peace of our ſovereign 
Jord the king; f 


L 2 Theſe 


44 October, 1743. 


& Theſe are in his majeſty's name, to command 
you and every one of you, within your reſpective 
diſtricts, to make diligent ſearch after the ſaid Me- 
thodiſt preachers, and to bring him or them before 
ſome of us his faid majeſty's juſtices of the peace, 
to be examined concerning their unlawful doings :*? 

Given under our hands and ſeals, this day 
of October, 1743» þ See 5 
| "Mo 3 

N. B. The very juſtices to whole houſes I wag 
carried, and who ſeverally refuſed to ſee me! 

Sat. 22, I rode from Nottingham to Epworth, 
and on Monday ſet out for Grimſby. But at Ferry 
we were at a full ſtop: The boatmen telling us, 

* We could not paſs the Trent: It was as much as 
our lives were worth to put from ſhore, before the 

| Rormabated, We waited an hour, But being afraid, 
it would do much hurt if I ſhould diſappoint the 

» congregation at Grimſby, I aſked the men, If they 
did not think it poſſible, to get to the other ſhore ??*? 
They ſaid, © They could not tell; but if we would 
venture our lives, they would venture theirs.” So 1 
we put off, having hx men, two women, and three 
Horſes in the boat. Many ſtood looking after us on 
the river-ſide: In the middle of which we were, 
when in an inſtant, the ſide of the boat was under 
water, and the horſes and men rolling one over ano- 
ther. We expected the boat to ſink every moment, 
but I did not doubt of being able to ſwim aſhore, 
The boatmen were amazed as well as the reſt; but 
they quickly recovered and rowed for life. And 
ſoon after our horles leaping overboard, lightened 
the boat, and we all came unhurt to land. 

They wondered what was the matter, I did not 
riſe (for I lay along in the bottom of the boat :) And 
I wondered too; till upon examination we found, 
that a large iron crow, which the boatmen ſome- 
times uſed, was (none knew how) run through the 
ſtring of my boot, which pinned me down that J 
could not ſtir. So that if the boat had ſunk, I ſhould 
have been ſafe enough from ſwimming any further. 

The ſame day, as near as we could judge, the ſamz 


kour, the boat in which my brother was croſſing the. 
| | - Jeverny 
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| Severn, at the New- Paſſage, was carried away by the 
wind, and in the utmoſt danger of ſplitting upon 
the rocks. But the ſame God, when all human 
hope was paſt, delivered them as well as us. | 
In the evening, the houſe at Grimſby not being 
able to contain one fourth of the congregation, L 
ſtood in the ſtreet, and exhorted every Prodigal, to 
ariſe and go to his father, One or two endeavoured 
to interrupt; but they were ſoon {tilled by their 
own companions, The next day, Tueſd, 25. one 
in the town promiſed us the uſe of a large room. 
But he was prevailed upon to retratt his promiſe, 
before. the hour of preaching came. I then deſigned 
going to the Croſs : but the rain prevented, ſo that 
we were a little at a loſs, till we were offered a very 
convenient place, by à woman which was a finner, I 
there declared Him (about one o'clock) whom God 
hath exalted, to give repentance and remiſſion of ſuns, 
And God ſo confirmed the word of his grace that I 
marvelled any one could withſtand Him, | 
However The prodigal held out till the evening, 
when | inlarged upon her {ins and faith, who waſhed 
our Lord's feet with tears, and wiped them with the 
hairs of her head. She was then utterly broken in 
Pieces (as indeed, was well nigh the whole congre- 
ation) and came after me to my lodging, crying out, 
«O Sir! What muſt i do to be ſfavedꝰ Being now in- 
formed of her caſe, I ſaid, © Eſcape for your life, 
Return inſtantly to your huſbana,”” She ſaid, * But 
how can it be? Which way can I go? He is above 
an hundred miles off. I have juſt received a letter 
from him; and he is at Newcaltle upon Tyne, 1 
told her, +] am going for Newcaſtle in the mornings 
You may go with me, William Blow ſhall take you 
behind him,” And ſo he did, Glory be to the Friend 
of ſinners! He hath plucked one more brand out of 
the fire, — Thou poor finner, thou halt received a 
prophet in the name of a prophet; and thou art 
tound of Him that ſent him. | 

Wedneſd. 26. I inlarged upon thoſe deep words, 
© Repent and believe the goſpel.” When I had done, 
a man ſtood forth in the midſt, one who had ex- 
ceedingly troubled his brethren, vehemently main- 
Rs taining 
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taining (for the plague had ſpread hither alſo) That 
they ought not to pray, to ſing, to communicate, 
to ſearch the ſcriptures or to trouble themſelves 
about works, but only to believe and be fil!) and 
ſaid with a loud voice, Mr. IWeſjley ! Let me ſpeak a 
few words. Is it not ſaid, A certain maa had two 


ſons ? And he ſaid unto the younger, Go and work | 


in my vineyard, And he anſwered, I will not: but 

afterwards he repented and went ?““ I am he, I 

ſaid yeſterday, „I will not go to hear him: I will 

have nothing to do with him.” But I repent, Here 

1s my hand, By the grace of God, I will not leave 
ou as long as I hve.” 

William Blow, Mrs. S. and I ſet out at ſix, 
During our whole Journey to Newcaſtle, I ſcarce 
obſerved her to laugh or even ſmile once, Nordid 
ſhe ever complain of any thing, or appear moved in 
the leaſt with thoſe trying circumitances which 
many times incured in our way. A ſteady ſeriouſ- 


neſs or ſadnels rather appeared in her whole beha- 


. viour and converſation, zs became one that felt the 
burden of fin and was groaning after ſalvation, In 
the ſame ſpirit, by all I could obſerve or learn, ſhe 
continued during her ftay at Newcaftle, Not long 
after her huſband removed from thence, and wrote 


to herto follow him. She ſet out in a ſhip bound 


for Hull. A ſtorm met them by the way. The ſhip 


: ſprung a leak, But tho' it was near the ſhore, on 
which many people flocked together, yet the ſea ran 


ſo exceeding high, that it was 1mpoſlible to make 
any help. Mrs. S. was ſeen ſtanding on the deck, 
as the ſhip gradually ſunk: And afterwards, hang⸗ 
ing by her hands on the ropes, till the maſts like- 
wiſe diſappeared. Even then for ſome moments 
they could obſerve her, floating upon the waves, 


till her cloaths, which buoy'd her up, being 


throughly wet, ſhe ſunk — I truſt, into the ocean 
of God's mere X . 
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1. HE Life of Mr. THOMAS WALSH, of 
1 Bally-Linn, in Ireland; compoſed chiefly 
from his own papers, by Mr. JAMES MORGAN, 
4 Mr. Warsůu was educated in the principles of the 
3 Church of Rome, but being convinced of the errors 
3 and pernicious Doctrines of that Church, he em- 
J braced the Proteſtant Religion. Soon after he was 
inſtructed more perfectly in the truth as it is in Jeſus, 
and became an Itinerant Preacher in the Methodiſt 
Connettion, This Narrative contains a particular 
account of his remarkable Convictions and Conver- 
fion ; his deep experience, inward ſufferings, per- 
ſecutions affliftions, and temptations : his almoſt 
unexampled zeal for the converſion of inners, and 
indefatigable labours in the miniſtry, both in Eng- 
land and Ireland. Bound 1s. 6d. ſewed 1s. 


2. The Life of the pious and venerable Mr, 
JOHN FLETCHER, Vicar. of Madeley,. Author 
of the Checks againſt Antinomianiſm, and man 
other valuable pieces of polemical and practical 
Divinity, For the Character of Mr.' Fletcher ſee 
the Arminian Magazine for the year 1793. Price 
bound 2s, 6d. fewed 28. | 
3. Extract of the Life of Madam GUION, The 
account of this extraordinary perſon abounds with 
m any excellent things, tending to promote the 
ſpiritual advantage of the children of God. She 
was often favoured with uncommon influences of 
the Holy Spirit; and, notwithſtanding her educa- 
tion among a dark, degenerate people, the attained 
through Grace, a large meaſure of the Mind that 
was in Chriſt Jeſus: of righteouſneſs, peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt: few inſtances are to be 
found of ſuch exalted love to God and our neigh» 
bour ; 
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bour ; of genuine humility, invincible meekneſs, 


und unbounded reſignation, Price bound 25s. 6d. 
ſewed 28. | 


4. The Life of Mr. THOMAS HALIBUR- 


TON, Profeſſor of Divinity in the Univerſity of 


St. Andrews, Scotland. In this Narrative is des 
ſcribed the Work of God in the Soul of Man, in 
a way ſo clear and inſtructing, as is rarely to be met 
with either in ancient or modern Writings, Mr, 
Haliburton went through deep convictions and diſ- 
treſſing temptations, for ſeveral years; he was 
particylarly exerciled with preplexing doubts con- 
cerning the Being of Gop, and the Veracity of the- 
Holy Scriptures ;' and was heppily and powerfully 


delivered from all his fears and anxieties, Lis la- 


bours in the Miniltry were ſucceisful, and he 
finiſhed his courſe with holy triumph in the Lord, 


Price 6d, 


5, The Life of M. DR RENTY, a French No- 
bleman, of exemplary piety and devotedneſs to 
Gov. Some years before his death he could teſtify 
& I carry about with me ordinarily, an experimen- 
tal verity, and a plenitude of the preſence of the 
Holy Trinity ; and this in ſo lively a manner, that 
my outward employments create me no diſturbance 
at all.” Prin 04-1: -- 


6. An Account of Gop's Dealings with Mr, 
JOHN HAIME. He was brought to the know- 
ledge of the Truth when a ſoldier in the Queen's 
Regiment of Dragoons, and preached the Goſpel to 
the Britiſh Army in Flanders, in the years 1744 


» 


and 45. This Narrative includes ſome account of 


the Methodiſt Soldiers who were killed at the bat- 


. tle of Fontenoy. 44d 


7. The Journal and Chriſtian Experience of Mrs. 
ELIZABETH HARPER, of Redruth in Cornwall, 

8. The Life of Mr. JOHN JANEWAY, Fel- 
low of King's College, Cambridge, 44d. 

9. A ſhort Account of the happy Death of Mrs. 
HANNAI RICHARDSON ; by Mr, Charles 
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